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CHAPTER 1.

dLord Kames uppointed a Lord of Justictary.—His cha- -
racter in thut department.—His correspondence with
Dr Tucker—with Mr Harris of Salisbury—with Dr
Franklin rencwed—with Dr Jokn Walker. — Letter

Jrom Dr Franklin—Hyis pbservations on Scottish Mu-

sic. :

Frox the period of the publication of Ele- . crar.1.
menis of Criticism in 1762, Lord Kames ™
seems to have, for a few years, devoted
himself exclusively to his professional oc-
cupation as a Judge. '

VOL. II ' A
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Lord
Kames ap-
pointed a
Lord of Ju-
sticiary.

His charac-
ter in that

department.

MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE

On the 15th of April 1763, he was ap-
pointed one of the Lords of Justiciary, the
Supreme Criminal Tribunal in Scotland ;
and that important duty he continued to
discharge to the end of his life, with equal
diligence and ability, and with the strictest
rectitude of moral feeling. He has been
censured by some, for severity as a criminal
Judge: but he had no other severity than
that which arises in 2 warm and ingenuous
mind from the abhorrence of vice ; from the
hatred of crimes, and the zesl for their sup-
pression. From the difference in the eon-
stitution and forms of the criminal courts in
Scotland and in England, there is a mate-
rial difference in the fanctiors of the Judge.
In Scotland, where every eriminal is allow-
ed on hixg trial the aid of counsel to conduct
his defence, to examine the evidence, to
urge every argument in exculpation that
can avail either with the Court or Jury, and
to reply to the pleadings and charge of the
prosecutor, the Judge is not, as in England,
understood to be ex gfficio of counsel for the
‘party accused. It is his function to observe
the most severe neutrality, to hold the equal
balance of Justice, and to moderate, oa the
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one hand, any inordinate rigour on. the part CHAP-F

of the prosecutor,. (if that should ever apy
pear, where there is no mative to excite to
it), and, on the other,, to restrpin the mone
natural, and therefore more frequent at-
tempts of the prisoner’s counsel to pervert

the law, and confound the limits of justice -

in the minds of the jury.—~In this necessary
part of his judicial office, Lord Kames was,
from the acuteness of his understanding,
and the greet extent of his legal knowledge,
fitked mosk eminently to excel; and his
festings, as 1 have said, gave the keener
edge to his intellect. The Court and the
Bar were sensible to those merits of the
Judge; but it was not unnatural, that to the
ignorant vulgar, that conduct should wear
the appearance of severity, which was truly
the result of an uniform and steady resolu-
tion to fulfil a sacred duty.

As his attention had been long directed
to the suhbject of the penal law, which he
had studied as an important branch of the
philosophy of the human mind, his opinions
were alweys founded on principle; and at

. 192
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a time when that department of jurispru-
dence had been very little cultivated in
Scotland, they were of much benefit in re-
ducing both the doctrines of the science and
the practice of the Court to a systematic
precision and umform1ty. - We had not then
to boast of the elaborate and able Commen-
taries of Mr David Hume the younger, on
the Criminal Law, both in its doctrinal part,
and in the forms of proceedings in the trial
of crimes. The antiquated Treatise of Sir
George Mackenzie, (published above a cen-
tary ago), was the only authority on that
subject ; in every case a most defective, and
very generally an erroneous source of infor-
mation with regard to the present state of
the law.

Agreeably to the former practice of the
Court of Justiciary, it was a part of the
Judge’s duty to examine the witnesses, and
to dictate their evidence to the clerk, who
engrossed it in the record of the Court. In
this part of his function, Lord Kames was

particularly skilful. In the mode of his exa~

mination, there was a judicious precision of
interrogatory, peculiarly fitted to bring out

| S
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the truth. .He suffered no attempt on the
"part of the counsel to brow-beat, to perplex,
or irritate theiwitness in the delivering of
his testimony ; as rightly judging all such
proceedings to be a contamination of the
-evidence,~—an endeavour to restrain or to
pervert the truth, which it is the bounden
duty of the Judge to bring forth pure and
ansophisticated. His dictation of the im-
port of the evidence was a model for accu-
racy and perspicuity. By the later practice
.of the Court, (since the 23d Geo. 111 c. 45.),
the engrossing of the evidence in the record

' is no longer in use. It was found to pro-

‘tract the trials to an unnecessary length, and
-is now superseded by the Judge’s summary
‘of the proof in his charge to the jury, before
-they are inclosed to retum ‘their verdict.

Though disengaged for some years , from
any continued literary occupation, Lord

. CHAP. 1.

Correspon-
Dr Tucker,

‘Kames’s epistolary correspondence shews, .

that his mind retained its usual activity, and
- delighted in  an extensive range .of useful
speculation. ~The ingenious Dr Tucxkes,
Dean of Gloucester, and afterwards of an—

- A3 RS :
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200K ML 4], had, ‘through the medium of Mesars

Foulis of: Glasgow, ithe printers of some of
‘his ‘politicat Tracts, selicited Lord Kames’s
scquaimtance, and begun a correspondence
‘with him ia 1757, on some of those topics
of political -economy which occastonally em-
‘ployed the attention of both. “ My printer”
(says the Dean) “ has given me to under-
“ stand that your Lordship would not ‘be
“: displeased with an overture of this sort;
“ amd such is the -celebrity of your charac-
*-ter, even‘in this distant part of the king-
“ dom, that I cemmot but wish to cultivate

“ isuch a-coorespontlence. Self-interest alone
“ prompts to this desire—the knowledge
“ and mstfuction 10 'be ganed by it.”. The
wowerture was readly sccepted,: and the let-
ters yét remaiking, shew, that the corses-
pondence was carried on for many years

* mith mnsual sagisfaction *,

—with Mr
Harris of . -

The reputation of Mr Haxsis.of Salisbury
for his knowledge:iin ymiversal . grammar,

’ A few of these lett,erst the reader, who uconversantn
the speculatxons to which fhey rélate, may not be dlsPIeased
to find in the Appendix to Vel I1. No, I.
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evmcedbyhu Hermes, and his other ingei oML

nious ‘and ‘olassical writings, had inducei
- Lord Kames, though personally: ‘unatgmbing

ed with him, o write ¢o hin on séme grum-
mati¢al topics which then engaged his_stten-
tion.  In retaen, he recgived from Mr Har

xis the following letter, which is extremely

t;hnmctenstw ‘of the wrﬁ;er
.Laﬂdon Jermyn Sireet, -
« February 5. 1169
13 SIR,

. “ A large share of bu;smess before I leﬂ;

the country, and the negessary duty of at-
tending Parliament, singe. I have been in

_ town, have together prevented my acknow-,
ledging a.favour which I ought long sipce

to have done, -

¢ I think myself amply paid for all fny
literary labours, if they can merit approba-
tion from men of learning and ingenuity, I

may say in particular the scholars of North

Britain, where so strong a relish for Greek

and Latm llterature stlll prevails ¥, while

A4

® 1t were to be yibhed this' compliment weré a little miore
merited than jt is in the present day.



L)

MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE

Mook It French, and experimental philosophy have

almost banished it.everywhere else. 1 don’t
say that these last studies have not their
value ; but I can’t approve, that, like those
Egyptian kine, they should eat uyp. all the
rest. The Barrows, the Wallises, and the
Halleys of ‘old, were all critical readers and
admirers of the Greek mathematicians. Few,
I am told, of our modern geometricians ei-
ther read them, or are able to do so, if we
exeept your learned and most accurate Pro-
fressor, Dr Simpson. ‘Some of them blam-~
ed me, who am (God knows) but moderate-
ly versed in these matters, for saying in my
Hermes, The Diameétre of a 'squaré, wherd,

~ according to them, T should have said, The

Diagonal. They did not know that Dia-
melre was Euchd’s own word 1n that very
lnstance. .

“ Ag many people labour under what an
old tutor of mineusedto callthe Hellenophoby,
1 can’t tell but the Greek scattered through
my Hermes may have retarded its sale, by
ternfymg certain readers from its unplea-'
sing appearance. This gives me little conn
cern, provided I can (according tg Miljan)
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liope I have not proved myself a slave to
suthority, I sust. confess myself a friend to
it. Invention is a divine thing, e gift only
bestowed on the chosen few. But to invent
and to complete, L am prone to believe was
never. the character of .any one. It was a
character indeed given to Homer of old, and
to Newton of late ; and so far is true, they
were inventors of al/l that was wanting to
make - their subject perfect. But had not
Kepler .and Galileo, perhaps Euclid and
Archimedes, existed before, there had ne-
ver, I believe, been Newton ; and had not
Yinus, Museeus, and those other songsters,
which.the old bard himself mentions, exist-

ed before, there had never, I fancy, heen
Homer. '

- % These are considerations which make
me so fond of authority ; so .desirous to
build on foundations already laid; to ar-
range and to explain what others have said;
and by ‘a new dress, and proper additions of
my own, 10. give: the- whole, net only the
air, but T think the:real character of an ori-
ginal. Indeed, if truth be eternal, what ori-

-8
Jit audicnee find, though few.. Though 1 $8AF U
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Vot M. ginalg.can there 'be else? A masi does not
make. the - truths be publishes; as'a qagok
does his medicines : He exhibits what he

finds ; what is not only new, but was ever.

% "Tis a common language 'with writers at
present, to declaim .agzinst:systems; they
truly ave tied to .mone; they ﬁeely pursue
trwth, wherever they can trace her, whom<
ever .she may. oppose, whomever she may
countemance. Infinite are the works of this
kind, which come out .every day. They
grow as fast 4o maturity, as those teeth sown
by Cadinus,” andase generally ‘as prone to
quarrgl with .one :another. One .cause of
this- species of writing is self-conceit ; but
another, -and a far more frequent, is ignos
rance and want of literature. If they were

not thus to build from their own paltry ma-~
tetisls, they would have no materials for

bmklngatall. Co

e Ihave 80 greatiadmhke to. t}m prac-
twe, dhat I shsll centaiply .follaw the .con-
trdry, ' if ever  jpursue my griginal plan,
Whether 1 shall have time. or -health to de

!
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80, ds & matter of much doubt, all:boughl
have made some beglnnmgs. :

“ As to what you say about Pronouns, I
don’t ;think it much to differ from what I
have said myself. I think them,.as you de,
- substantives, enly a secondaryixace. .They
ropresent proper :names, but they represent
them with restriction. If it be said, Cresar
conquers, it is :said universally, whether. it
be the .speaker, ithe pesson spoken to, or
speken of. .But if it be said, 7 conguer,. &
means Cmsar, undee the restriction .of being
wimself the speaker, Children, in their fixst
esswys of speech, appear nat to comprehend
shis restrictive » appeliation ;of themselves.
fFhe fittle bey says not, Give me some cake;
but, Give. Tommy some cike.., He compre-
hends: his.own simple; proper. name, befowe
he is able. to comprehend . its more artificial
substitute. 'This I think an argument. drawn
from nature, that pronouns are sesondary.

11

.QUAP, &
‘_—v‘

-4 4f. you: will forgive sy delay, anid fa- -

gour me-at your:leisure with any other -of
rmi' Qiterary' sentiments, you will highly.ob-

-
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o I 'lige, Sir, your most obedient and most

~~with Dz
Franklin,

humble servant, .
James Harnis.”

# P. S. Since writing the above, Dr
Blair has informed me in some matters, of
which I should have been ashamed to have
been ignorant, and sent this letter to your
Lordship.—From him it was I learnt that
you were the author of some very ingenious
Essays, which I had read some time ago,
and which I did not approve the less, from
having a tincture of metaphysics. -Your
Lordship’s T'ract on Necessity 1 was parti-
cularly struck with. Though I unwillingly
and with reluctance assent to that doctrine,
{perhaps owing to that delusive feeling, which
you suppose planted within us), yet I should
not wish to have it a task imposed on me
to answer what your Lordship has so ably
said in support of that subJect.

-« February 6. 1762.”

~ The- correspondence with Dr Frangriv
‘had been for some time ' interrupted, when
Lord Kames received from- him -the follow-
ing letter, written immediately before his
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departure for America in 1762, after a resi-
dence of some years in London, in the qua-
lity of agent for several of the colonies, in
those important concerns which they had to
transact with the Government of the mo-
ther-country. :

“ Portsmouth, August 1. 1762.

¢ My pear Lorp,

“ I am now waiting here only for a wind

to waft me to America, but cannot leave

this happy island and my friends in it, with-

18

CHAP. 1.
\——V—J

out extreme regret, though I am going toa .

country and a people that I love. I am
going from the old world to the new ; and
I fancy I feel like those who are leaving

this world for the next; grief at the part-

ing ; fear of the passage; hope of the fu-
ture : these different passions all affect their
~ minds at once; and these have tendered
me down exceedingly. It is usual for the
dying to beg forgiveress of their ‘surviving
friends, if they have ever offended them.
Can you, my Lord, forgive my long silence,
and my not acknowledging till now the fa-
vour you did me in sending me your excel-
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lent book? Carr you make some allowanoce
for a.fault’ in others which you have never
experienced in- yeurself; for the. bad habit
of ‘postponing from day to day, what one

- gvery day reselves to do to-morrow ? a ha-

bit that grows upon us with years, and whose
only excuse is, that we know not how to
mend it. If you are disposed to favour me,
you v will also consider how much one’s mind
is taken up and distracted by the many little
affairs one has to settle, before the under-
taking such a voyage, after so long a resi-
dence in a country ; and how little in such

‘e situation, one’s mind is fitted for serious

and attentive reading, which, with regard to
the Elements of Criticism, I intended before
I should write. I can now only confess
and endeavour to amend. In packing up
my books, I have reserved yours to read on

. the passage. I hope I shall therefore be:

able to write to you upon it soon after my~

arrival. At present I can only return my

thanks, and say that the parts I have read
gave me both pleasure and instruction ;
that I am convinced of your position, new
as it was to me, that a good taste in the arts
contributes to the improvement of morals ;
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-and that I have had the satisfaction of hear-
ing the work universally commended by
those who have read it.

“ And now, my dear Sir, accept my sin-
_cerest thanks for the kindness you have
shewn me, and my best wishes of happiness
to you and yours. Wherever I am, I shall
. esteem the friendship you honour me with
as one of the felicities of my life; I shall
endeayour to cultivate it by a- more punc-
tual correspondence, and I hope frequently
to" hear ‘of your welfare and prosperity.
Adiew, my dear fuend, and believe me ever
most aﬁ'ectmnately yours, _
" B Frangux”

I have mentioned the very active share
taken by Lord Kames in all the proceed-
ings of the Board of Trustees for the En-
couragement of the Fisheries, Arts, and
Manufactures, and Coramissieners for the
Management of the Forfeited Estates.

-Among other useful plans which were the

fruit of his suggestion, was a visitation or
survey of the Westerni Islands, with a view

to the improvement of that much neglected

16

w

—with Dc
John Wat~



16

- pook .
SOOK I

MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE

object; the Herring-Fishery, s well as the
introduction of such a degree of agriculture
and pasturage, or species of manufacture, as
might be suitable to the soil, climate, and
other local circumstances of the several
Tsles. The person whom he pitched upon
for that purpose, and whom the Commis-
sloriers of Annexed Estates accordingly ap-
pointed, was the late Dr Joun WaLkex,
(afterwards Professor of Natural History in
the Urniversity of Edinburgh), a man most
emlnently qualified for that employment, as -
joining t6 every endowment of scientific
knowledge requisite for the undertaking, an

ardent mind, and a great portion of natural
sagacity and penetration. The following
letter, written from Stornoway, in the Isle

~ of Léwis, suggests important matters of

.consideration to every well-wisher to the in-
terests of his country.

“ To Lord Kamzs.
« Stornoway, August 17. 1764.
“ My Logp, :

. I received yesterday the favour of your
Lordship’s letter, and have taken this first
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opportunity, since my last, to acquaint you
with my progress,

« After leaving Jsla I proceeded to Jura,

Colonsay, Oronsay, Icolmkill, Mull, Coll, Ti-.

ree, Rum, Eigg and .Canna; after which I
went through Barra, South and North Uist,
Benbecula, Bernera, Valay, Pabbay, Ensay
and Harris, and arrived yesterday at thls
place.

“ I have seen the most fertile lands I
ever saw in my life, without cultivation; a

. people byvnature the most acute and saga-

cious, perfectly idle ; the most valuable fish-
eries without lines or nets; and in every
corner, one of the finest harbours that na~
ture ever formed, a beautiful though useless
void, as inanimate and unfrequented as
those of the Terra Australis.

« % The only appearance of industry I have
met with in the Islands, is at this place
They have for some time had a consider~
‘able fishery of cod and limg. Their great-
est dlscouragement is the dlfﬁculty of prQn

VOL. IL. . - . »

17
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oKL curing salt, and the hazard they run with
salt-bonds. But that, I hope. will be remo-~
ved in this corner, by the erection of a cus-

tom-house, which was dene yesterday.

“ One of the most effectual encourage-
ments of the fishery in the Islands, and I
think the easiest and cheapest, that has yet
occurred to me, would be £ 1000 worth af
salt and casks laid up at one or two proper
places, to be sold to the inhabitants at prime
eost.

“ The Herrings have been swarming;
since the end of last month, on the coasts
both of the main-land, and Long-Island;
but except a few taken in Skye, I have not
seen nor heard of ane /ast being preserved,

“ Lying at anchor last Monday night, in
calm moon-shine, in the fine land-locked
Jake at Island-Glass in. the Lewes, which is
a virele ‘of two ‘miles, perfectly surnounded
with Jofty meuntains, I saw the water hea-
ving with the. fish, and: felt: even: the ais
strongly impeegnaied with their smeld
Three small Highland yawls, each. of shem
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with am old tattered net, eame alongside of
us by daylight, loaded to the brim, with the
largest herrings I ever saw, which the poor
people were anxious to sell at fourpence the
six {score, having no salt nor casks te pre-
serve them. And this is at present the case
in every loek in these parts.

“ When the spinning-school was erected
here eight months ago, it met with the
greatest opposition from the people. No
young woman could be breught to it, till
they were compelled. To avoid this, great
numbers of them geot themselves married,
which was the ease with several but of twelve
years old. But finding that this was to be
no protection, they at length submitted, and
ever since, the school has eontinued full.
They now find it both easy and profitable,
and pursue it with a degree of spirit and
cheerfulness, which is very agreeable. I

saw above fifty of them, from nine to twenty- .

five years of age, at their wheels, in one

room, where a wheel was scaree ever known

before. ‘Fhey seemed' quite happy dt their

work, and all joined in a Highland song,
B2
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which gave me more pleasure, if it be safe
to own such an unpolite notion, than .any
concert I was ever present at. :

- % The spinning mistress, who is 8 woman
from Fife; I found under real, nay I may
say, bodily amazement, at the quick appre-
hension and docility of her scholars; who,
though they understand not her language,
comprehend in a day or two every thing she
means. I was not, however, so much sur-
prised at this, as the good woman seemed
to be, having been for two months past
more and more convinced, that the mind of
man is to be observed more and mare per-
fect, as one moves northwards : that a pene-
trating air seems to produce penetrating
souls, and that wind and weather, the keen-
er they are, appear to give the sha.rper edge
to the human understanding *.

* This observatlon, w}uch the writer meant purely as a
jest, was in’ no hazard of being mistaken by his correspon-
dent, who perfectly knew the Dactor’s manner:. nor should 1
-haye thought it necessary here to notice it, had I nog found |
wnth some surpnse, that an ingenious critic, to whose remarks
in one of thé literary _]ournals I am much indebted, has sap-~
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“"I have met with a strong confirmation ~ AP- %
of my notion of raising hemp in the West-
! ern Islands. I was on Tuesday last, on
board of a herring-buss in Loch-shell, bound
l from Stornoway to the rendezvous at Camp-
.belltown, whose nets are wholly made of
} hemp which grew in the Lewes. But
there is not a stalk of it in any other of the
- Islands. '

“ I inquired carefully after the plant which
dyes black without burning the cloth, and
found it, at length, in South Uist, where in-
deed they make a fine black with it. I
hope to have the pleasure of shewing it to
your Lordship in great plenty in Dudding-
ston Loch. But the franking act obliges
.me to stop.———1I ever am your Lordship’s
"deveted servant, : :

JouN WaLkEen.”

The fruit of this journey, (which lasted
B3

posed that the writer was seriously of the opinion which he
here delivers, and censured him for it accordingly, (See
British Critic for August 1807, p. 158.)
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”_;’_:_’_’_," soven months, and in which, by Dr Wal-
ker's own computation, he traversed by sea
and land, a space of above three thousand
miles), was a most elaborate Report made
to the Board of Annexed Estates, relative
to the present state of Agriculture, Fish~
eries, and Manufactures in the Highlands
-and Islands of Scotland, with an ample de-
tail of the best means for their improve-
ment, as suggested by the nature of the
country, and its local advantages.

On the return of Dr Franklin to London
in 1765, Lord Kames received from him
the following letter ; which affords some in-
teresting particulars of the life of that ex-
tnordmary man ; together with some in-
genious observations on the national Music
of the Scots :

“ Craven Street, London,
June 2. 1765.

«“ My peir Lorp,
DrFax. 1 received with great pleasure your
o friendly letter by Mr Alexander, which I
should have answered sooner by some other
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conveyance, if 1 had mot midersivod that
&is stay here was like to be so long. I va-
due myself extremely on the continuance of
your regard, which I hope hereafter better
to deserve, by more punctual returas in the
correspondence you honeur me with,

“ You require my hiktory from the tinte
I set suil for Americe. I left England about
the end of August 1762, in company with
ten sail of merchant ships, under convoy of
a man of war. We had a pleasant pas-
sage to Madeira, where we were kindly re-
ceived and entertained; our nation being
then in high honour with the Portuguese,

CHAP. L
e prd

on account of the protection we were then

alfording them against the united invasions
of France and Spain. ’Tis a fertile island,
and the different heights and situations a-
mong its mountains, afford such different
temperaments of air, that all the fruits of
northern and southern countries are produ-
ced there; corn, grapes, apples, peaches,
oranges, lemons, plantains, bananas, &e

Here we furnished ourselves with fresh pro-

visions, and refreshiments of all kinds; and
: 4
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after a few days proceeded on our voyage,
running southward till we got into the trade
winds, and then with them westward, till we
drew near the coast of America. The wea-
ther was so favourable, that there were few
days in which we could not visit from ship
to ship, dining with each other, and on board
the man of war; which made the time pass
agreeably, much more so than when one
goes in a single ship ; for this was like tra-
velling in a moving village, with all one’s
neighbours about one. On the first of No-
vember, I arrived safe and well at my own
house, after an.absence of near six years, -
found my wife and daughter well ; the lat- -
ter grown quite a woman, with many ami-
able accomplishments acquired in .my ab-
sence, and my friends as hearty and affec-
tionate as ever ; with whom my house was
filled for many days, to congratulate me on
my return. . I had been chosen yearly du-
ring my absence to represent the city of
Philadelphia in our Provincial Assembly ;
and on. my appearance in the House, they
voted me £ 3000 Sterling for my services
in England, and their thanks delivered by

the Speaker. In February following, my
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with my consent and approbation he mar-

ried, soon after I left England, a very agree-
able West India lady, with whom he is very

happy. I accompanied him into his govern-

ment, where he met with the kindest recep-
tion from the people of all ranks, and has
lived with them ever since in the greatest
harmony. A river only parts that province
and ours, and his residence is within seven-
teen miles of me, so that we frequently see
each other. In the spring of 1763, I set out
on a tour through all the northern colonies,
to inspect and regulate the Post-offices in
the several provinces. In this journey, I
spent the summer, travelled about 1600

miles, and did not get home till the begin- -

ning of November. The Assembly sitting
through the following winter, and warm dis-

putes arising between them and the Go-~

vernor, I became wholly engaged 'in public
affairs : for besides my duty as an Assembly-
man, I had another trust to execute, that of
being one of the Commissioners appointed
by law to dispose of the public money ap-
propriated: to the raising and paying an

army to act against the Indians, and defend

e
son arrived, with my new daughter; for fi‘if;
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o0k NI the fromtiers. And then in December, we -

had. two insurrections of the baock inhabi-
tants .of our province, by whom twenty poor
Indians were murdered, that had from the
first settlement of the province lived among

.8, under the protection of our (GGovern-

ment. This gave me a good deal of em-
ployment ; for as the rioters threatened
farther mischief, and their actions seemed
to be approved by an increasing party, I
wrote a. pamphlet, entitled, 4 Narrative,
&c. (which I think I sent you), to strengthen
the hands of our weak Government, by ren-
dering the proceedings of the rioters unpo-
pular and odious. This had a good effect :
.and afierwards, when a great body of them
with arms marched towards the capital, in

_defiance of the Government, with an avow-

ed resolution to put to death 140 Indian
converts then under its protection, I formed

-an associdtion at the Governor’s request, for

his and their defence, we having no militis.
Near 1000 of the citizens accordingly took
arms ; Governor Penn made my house for
some time his head-quarters, and did every
thing by my advioe ; so that for abeut forty-

" pight Bosrs.- I was a very great man, ss I
C

"o
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‘had been once some years before, in a time cuar.7
D

of public danger: But the fighting face we
put on, and the reasonings we used with the
insurgents, (for I went, at the request of
the Governor and Council, with three others,
to meet and discourse them), having turn-
ed them back, and restored quiet to the
city, I became-a less man than ever:. for I
had by these transactions made myself many
enemies among the populace ; and the Go-
vernor, {with whose family our public dis-
putes had long placed me in an unfriendly
. light, and the services I had lately rendered

him not being of the kind that make a man
acceptable), thinking it a favourable oppor-
‘tunity, joined the whole weight of the pro-
prietary interest to get me -out pf the As-
.sembly, which was accondingly effected at
the last election, by a majority of about 25
in 4000 voters. The House, however, when
they met in October, approved of the reso-
~ lutions taken while I was Speaker, of peti-
tioning the Crown for a change of Govern-
ment, and requested me to return to Eng-
land to prosecute that petition; which ser-
vice I accordingly undertook, and embark-
ed the beginning of November last, being
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accompanied to the ship, sixteen miles, by
a cavalcade of three hundred of my friends,
who filled our sails with their good wishes ;
and I arrived in thirty days at London.
Here I have been ever since engaged in
that, and other public affairs relating to

. America, which are like to continue some

time longer upon my hands : but I promise
you, that when I am quit of these, I will en-
gage in no other; and that as soon as I
have recovered the ease and leisure I hope
for, the task you require of me, of finishing
my Art of Virtue, shall be performed. In
the mean time, I must request you would
excuse me on this consideration, that the

- powers of the mind are possessed by diffe-

rent men in different degrees, and that every
one cannot, like Lord Kames, intermix lite-
rary pursuits and important business, with-
-out prejudice to either.

- % I send you herewith two or three other
‘pamphlets of my writing on our political
affairs, during my short residence in Ame-
Tica;; -but I do not insist on-your reading
-them ; for I know you employ all your time
to some useful purpose. | '
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“ In my passage to America, I read your
- excellent work, the Elements of Criticism.
in which I found great entertainment :
much to admire, and nothing to reprove.
I only wished you had examined more fully
the subject of Music, and demonstrated,
that the pleasure which artists feel in hear-
ing much of that composed in the modern
taste, is not the natural pleasure arising
from .melody or harmony of sounds, but of
the same kind with the pleasure we feel on
seeing the surprising feats of tumblers and
rope-dancers, who execute difficult things.
For my part, I take this to be really the
case, and suppose it the reason why those,
who being unpractised in music, and there-
fore unacquainted with those difficulties,
have. little or no pleasure in hearing this
music. Many pieces of it are mere compo-
sitions of tricks. I have sometimes at a
concert, attended by a common audience,
placed myself so as to see all their faces,
and observed no signs of pleasure during
the performance of much that was admired
by the performers themselves ; while a plain
old Scottish Tune, which they disdained,
and could scarcely be prevailed on to play,

CHAP. L
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Dr Frank-
lin’s obser-
vations on
Scottish
music.
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gave manifest and general delight. Give
me leave on this occasion to extend a little

- the sense of your position, that « Melody

“ and Harmony are separately agreeable,
“ and in union delightful,” and to give it
a8 my opinion, that the reason why the
Scotch tunes have lived so long, and will
probably live for ever, (if they eseape being
stiffed in modern affected ornament), is
merely this, that they are really composi-
tions of melody and harmeny united, or ra-
ther that their melody is harmony. I mean
the simple tures sung by a single voice. As
this will appear paradoxieal, I must explain
my meaning. In eommon acceptation in-
deed, only an agreeable suceession of sounds
is called Melody ; and only the co-existence of
agreeing sounds, Haermeny. But since the
memory is capable of retaining for some mo-
ments a perfect idea of the pitch of a past
sound, so as to compare with it the pitch of
a succeeding sound, and judge truly of their
agreement or disagreement, there may, and
does arise from thence a sense of harmony
between present and past sounds, equally
pleasing with that between two present
souds, Now the eonstruction of the old
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. . . P.
Scotch tunes is this, that almost every sue- CFAM L

ceeding emphatical note, i3 a third, a fifth,
an octave, or in shert some note that is in
eoncord with the preceding note.  Thirds
sre chiefly used, which are very pleasing
concords *. I use the word emphatical, to.

* This notion of Dr Franklin’s respecting what may be
called the Ideal Harmany of the Scottish melodies, is extreme-
ly acute, and is marked by that ingenious simplicity in the
thought, which is the characteristic of a truly philosophic
mind. In supplement to his observation, that the past sound
being retained by the memory, forms a concord with the pre-
semt smmd, it mway perbaps be added, that the ‘iympanum of
the ear continuing to vibrate for some little time, after jt is.
struck hy any musical note, the succeeding note will be either
agreeable or disagreeable, as it accords, or is in discordance
with the existing vibration. Now a succession of notes by
thirds and fifihs, will always find the tympanum in concord,
and the last vibration harmonizing with the succeeding. This
netion agcaunts completely for the effect of the Scottish me-
lodies, in. giving pleasure allke to an intelligent judge of rou-
gie, and to a person. of uncultivated taste, provided he have a
good: musical eax: for the pleasure arising frem a suecession
of sounds, in the regular intervals. of thirde and fif¥s, and
lijawise thas arising from their concerd, is founded in nature,
sud in, thre mechenical structure.of the organs of hearing, and
ia altogether independent om custom er acquired taste. A
Seottish. air will: therefare be grateful alike to- the ear of a
Goeenlapder,. & Japanese; and o netive of Italy-: I£ possessed

31
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distinguish those notes which have a stress
laid on them in singing the tune, from the.
lighter connecting notes, that serve merely,
like grammar articles, to tack the others to-
gether. 'That we have a most perfect idea
of a sound just past, I might appeal to all
acquainted with music, who know how easy
it is to repeat a sound in the same pitch
with one just heard. In tuning an instru-
ment, a good ear can as easily determine that
two strings are in unison, by sounding them
separately, as by sounding them together ;
their disagreement is also as easily, I believe
I may say more easily and better distin-
guished when sounded separately; for when
sounded together, though you know by the

of the musical sense, they will all equally understand and re-
lish it; for it speaks an universal language. Nota, Since
writing the above, having examined the late edition of -Dr
Franklin’s Works, (published in 1806), I find these remarks
on the Scottish music inserted there, with the addition of an
observation very much akin to the above, regarding the me-
chanical impression on the tympanum ; which is farther il-
lustrated by the analogous impression made on the visual
nerves by luminous objects, which continues for a while after,
the eyes are shut.—See FRaNkLIN’S Works, vol. ii. p. 340
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beating*, that one'is higher than the other,
you eannot tell .which it is. — Farther,
when we consider by whom these ahcient
tunes ‘were. composed, and how they were
first performed, we shall see that such har-

monical succession of sounds was natural -

and even necessary in their construction.
They were composed by the minstrels of
those days, to be played on the harp accom-
panied by the veice. The harp was strung
with wire, and had no contrivance, like that
in- the modern harpsichord, by which the
sound of a preceding note could be stopt
the moment a succeeding  note began. ~ To
avoid actual discord,’it'was therefore ne-
cessary, that the' succeeding emphatic
note should be a chord with the prece-

88

C¢hap, L
b—v“

‘ding, ‘as their sounds must exist at the same -

® The writer means the undulating sound which is produ-

ced when two notes are very nearly, but not perfeetly in uni-
eon. In thé deep-toned bass-notes of an orgam, this sound
resembles the beat of a drum ; and the kettle-drum stop in
large organs is nothing more than _this very contrivance of
two great pipes not perfectly in unison, made to sound tos

" yoL. 1L . c

~,
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worut timp.. Hepce arose that heanty in those
tupes .that _bas so long pleased, and will
pleasp for evey, though men scarce know
why. That they were orjginally composed
for the harp, and of the most simple kind,
I mean 3 harp without any half notes, but
those in the natural scale, and with po more
than two.ogtaves of strings from Cto C, &
conjecture from apother circumstance, which
is. that not pne of those tunes really ancient
has a single artificial half-note in it; and
that in tunes where it was most convenient
for the voice, to use the middle note of the
harp, and .place the key in F, there the B,
which if used, should be a B flat, is_always
omitted by passing over it with a third,
The connoisseyrs in modern music will say
I have.no taste,—but I cannot help adding,
that I believe our ancestors, in hearing a
good song distinctly articulated, sung to one
of those tunes, and accompanied by the
harp, felt more real pleasure than is eom~
municated by- the genera.hty of modern
qperas, excluswe of that ansmg from the
scenery-and dancing. Most tunes of late
composition not having the natural har-
mony united with their melody, have re-
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course to the artificial harinony of 4 bass L

and other accompanying parts. Thissup-
port, in my opinion, the old tumes do net
need, and:are rather confused thah aided by
it Whoever has heard Junies Oswald play

_them on his violoncello, will be less-inclined
- to dispute this with me. I have more than

once seen tears of pleasure in the eyes of
his auditors; and yet I think even his play-
ing those tunes would ‘please ore, if he

gave them less modern ornament *.
' c2

* That these observations are dictated by good taste, we
may presume from their agreement with the opinions of one
who was an’ exquisite judge of the subject. ¢ The Scottish
“ songs, when sung in the genuine, natural manner, must
« affect the hedrt of every person of feeling, whose taste is
“ not vitiated by fashion and novelty. As they are the effu-
é sions of genius, and dévoid of art, they' bid defiance to

« artificial graces and sffected caderices. To a sweet, liquid,
“ flowing vmce, capable of swelling a note from the softest to
« the fullest tone, and what the Italians call a voce di petto,
# must be joined sénmblhty and feeling, and a perfect un«
é derstanding of the subject and words of the song, so as to
# know the s1gmﬁcant word, on which to swell or sofben thq
é tone, and lay the force of the note. From a want of
“ ltnowledge of the language, it generally happens, tf'nat ta
“ most of the foreign masters, our melodies at first seem
« wild and uncouth; for which reason, in then' perforniance
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. % My son. when we parted, desired me
to present his affectionate respects to you,
Lady Kames, and your amiable children:
be so good with those, to accept mine, and_
believe me, with sincerest .esteem, my dear
Lord, &c.

B. Faanguin.”

“« P. S Ido prémise myself the pleasure
of seeing you and my other friends in Scot-
land, before I return to America.”

¢ they generally fall short of our expectation.—It is a com- .
“ mon defect in some who pretend to sing, to affect to smo-
¢ ther the words by npot articulating them, so as we scarce
“ can ﬁnd out either the subject or language of the song.
“ This is always a sign of want of feeling, and the mark of &
“ bad singer, particularly of Scottish songs, where there is
« generally so intimate a correspondence between the air and
* the subject. Indeed, there can be no good vocal musi¢
“ without 1t.—The proper accompamment of a Scottish song,
¢ is a plain, thin, dropping bass, on the harpsichord, or gui~
¢ tar. The fine breathmgs, those heart-felt touches which
“ genius alone can express in our songs, are lost in a noisy.
« accompmunent of instruments. The full ehords of a
¢ thorough bass, should be used sparmgly, and with Judg-
“ ment, not to overpower, bnt to support and raise the voice
“ at proper pauses.” - Dw.m'tatzon on the Scottish Mum:, by
WiLLiau TYTLER, Esq. in the Tranmctmc of the Soclcty qf

Antsquamqucotland.
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CHAPTER 1I.
Succession to the Estate of Blair-Drummond. — Lord
Kames’s Agricultural improvements. — Extraordinary

plan of improvement on the Moss of Kincardine.—His -

plans of Gardeming.—Correspondence with Mrs Mon-
tagu.

Ix the year 1766, Lord Kames received a
very large addition to his income, by the
succession to the estate of Blair-Drummond,
which devolved on his wife by the death of

. her brother George Drummond, Esq. This.

event was attended with no other change on
his part than the extension of his schemes
of benevolence and public spirit. To the
honour of his Lady, who brought him this
great accession of fortune, it is but just to
mention, that, confining herself with ad-
mirable discretion to her domestic duties,
and to the regulation of a more ample house-
hold, she was never known to interfere in,

c8 '
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BOOK I the most trifling particular with her hus-
band’s management of this estate, which
though devised to her and to her heirs, un-
der the limitations of a strict entail, she left
him to conduct with as little controul as if -
it had been his paternal inheritance.

wwel-  The seasons of vacation were now spent

provement  ag Blair-Drummond, where he'began to exe-
cute a variety of agricultural improvements
on an extended scale, which, while they set
a great example for the imitation of the

neighbouring landholders, have proved of
the most solid and permanent benefit to the
proprietor and.to his heirs. He had gain-
ed much useful experience in the cultivation
of his estate of Kames; and the same modes
of husbandry in the raising of green crops,

of sown grasses, summer-fallowing, and other
practices of English agrlculmre, which he
had successfully introduced in the county
of Berwick, were now transferred. to his new
possessions, and prosecuted with great vi-
gour and perseverance. ,

mypanod  Among these plans of improvement: was
mem onibe one of a nature so extraordinary, as to be

ariine.  generally regarded at first as a chimerical
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projeét; which must either-have. been aban- . é?“f'..ff‘,

doned after a short experlmem; ot if perse—
vered in, attended with the most serious
Yoss to the undertaker:  Yetithis project, of
which' the- apparent difficulties would have
deterred ‘a weaker spirit, was' the result of
the most sagacious foresight, an@ founded
on the surest principles;-and itthas turned
out to advantage :far' surpassing the most
sangmne views'of its contriver.

The Moss of Kincaﬁdﬁn'e, which is a level

swamp 6f about four miles in length, and
from one to two' miles in' breadeh, is sita-
ated between the: rivers Forth and Teith,
immediately above their confluence. It
dontains about 2000 Scots acres, of which
¥500° belong to the estate of Blair-Drum-
mond; and had lain for ages in a state ut-
térly waste’ dnd useless, unless for the sup-
ply of pedt-fuel to the adjoining cottagers.
The stratum of moss which covered this
great tract of land was on'an average from
eight to nine feet in thickness; and it waa
known' from the quality of the surrounding
lands, which forrh' a part of'.thé same sor«

. c 4 . AT
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L face over which the moss is superinduced,
that under this stratum there was a soil of
~rich clay and vegetable mould, which in
~ some former period of time had been co-
vered with forest timber. Lord Kames’s -
‘project was nothing less, than to remove
entirely this immense body of moss, by
floating it“into the-Forth by means of chan-
nels or ditches cut through it into the river;
and thus to bring into use the valuable soil
which lay under it, and was fit for all the
purposes of agriculture. Of this bold un-
dertaking he first ascertained the practica-
‘bility by making experiments upon a small
scale, and he gradually extended his opera-
tions as he found them completely success-
ful. The scheme was attended with no risk
upon his part, as the land in its natural
state was wholly unproductive; and the
planters or moss-tenants whom he engaged
in the undertaking, received no other pre-
mium for the labour of clearing their little
‘ farms, than the holding them rent-free for
a few years. He lived to see about one-
third of this great tract of land perfectly
cleared, and yielding a rent in_proportion
to the value of the soil brought into tillage.
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Since his death, these operations have been
prosecuted by his son Mr Drummond-Home,
on a scale yet more extensive ; and are now
brought nearly to a conclusion, by which a
permanent addition of a great extent of va-
luable soil, now peopled with industrious in-
habitants, is gained to this estate, and to the
country ¥,

- # This valuable improvement is mentioned with deserved
encomium by Dr Walker, in his MS. Report on the State of
the Highlands and Islands. < Each person” (says he) ¢ has
“ g lot of eight acres of the moss assigned to him by lease
¢ for thirty-eight years, with a proper quantity of timber to
4 build a house,*and two bolls of oatmeal to support him
¢ while rearing it. For the first seven years, he pays no
¢ rent ; -the eighth year, he pays one merk Scots; the ninth
¢ year,.two merks ; and so on, with the addition of a merk
“ yearly, till the end of the first nineteen years. On the
# commencement of the second nineteen years, he begins to
“ pay a yearly rent of 12s. for each acre of land cleared from
“ moss, and 2s. 6d. for each acre that is net cleared. Upon
¢ these terms, this extensive tract, which scarce ever before

% could feed any thing but a moorfowl, and was of no value
¢ to the proprietor, is now peopled with 620 inhabitants, who
“ raige valuable crops of grain, beside other productions.
* From mean hovels, they have now got into good brick
« houses. - They have cattle and carriages in abundance, and
“ form a colony of industrious, virtuous and happy people.””
~—The writer adds an observation well deserving of atteme

-
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While prosecuting with ardowr these rva-
terial improvements of his estate, he carried

L]

_tion : “ There is not a considerable landholder in the High-
¢ lands of Scotland, who has not a much greater extent of
“ waste land than the Moss of Kincardine, which might alf
f be improved in a similar manner; but with more ease,
¢ and at far less expence. In any trial to be made in this
“* way, there was a rule adopted by Lord Kames, and follow-
“ ed by his son, which it would be material to observe.
“ Every tenant in the moss has the liberty of selling his
¢ lease, provided he enters on the cultivation of a new pos-
 session. THis liberty has been of great advantage, both to
¢ the settlers, and to the progress of the improvement.
 Many of them, after their lots were cleared and brought
¢ into culture, have sold their leases to considerable advan-
“ tage, and have entered on the improvement of new posses-
“ sions with fresh vigour.——Of all the proposals made.for
“ the improvement of agriculture in the Highlands, there
“ seems to be none so simple, so practieable, so inexpensive,
¢ so effectual, and of such general utility, as. that which is
“ suggested in the above observations.”

Since the date of Dr Walker’s Report, the improvement

of the moss has proceeded rapidly. In the end of summer
1805, the number of acres cleared and rendered arable, was

606, the houses of the planters 169, and the number of the
inhabitants 720.

‘A particular account of this useful undertaking, frem: its
eommencement through the whole of its progress, and an
ample detail of the process for clearing away the moss, and.
the machinery employed in it, are to be found in the Encycles
pedia Britannica, under the article Moss.
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on at the same time many plans of embellish~ CHAP. 1T

ment, suggested by those great features of

. +natural beauty and magnificence which the

surrounding scenery exhibits. In the latter
operations, he was aided by the good taste
of Mrs Drummond, who took great pleasure
in ornamental gardening, and was peculiarly
skilful in the culture of curious plants and
flowers. It was here he carried into execu-
tion the plan of a winter-garden, which he
bhad suggested in his Elements of Criti-

cism ¥,

* < In a hot country,” (he remarks) it is a capital object,

% to have what may be termed a summer-garden, that is, 8
“ gpace of ground disposed by art and by nature to exclude the
“ sun, but to give free access to the air. In a cold country,
“ the capital object should be a winter-garden, open to the
“ sun, sheltered from wind, dry under foot, and having the
“ appearance of summer by a variety of evergreens. The
« relish of a country life is extinguished in France, and ig
" « decaying fast in Britain. But as still a few people of fashion,
“ and some of taste, pass the winter, or part of it, in the
“ country, it is amazing that winter-gardens should be al-
“ most totally overlooked. During summer, every field is
“ a garden ; but for six months of the year, the weather is
¢ seldom so good in Britain, as to afford comfort in the open
“ gir without shelter, and yet seldom so bad as not to afford
“ comfort with shelter.”— Elements of Criticism, vol. ii, p, 448.

- .
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Mrs Montacu, the elegant author of am
Essay on the Writings and Genius of Shake-
speare *, in a tour she made to the High~
lands in the autumn of 1766, spent some
days at Blair-Druntmond. After her return
to her country-seat in Northumberland, L.ord
Kames thus addresses her, in a letter dated
29th October 1766 :

To Mrs MoNTAGU. .

“ On no one thing at present is my heart
more bent than to have Mrs Montagu’s
good opinion; and although I imagined I
could write to her with as much ease as I
could make her a visit at her old castle of
Denton-Hall, yet when it came to the trial,
my heart failed me, and I put the business
off from day to day, till I came to be
troubled in mind with a spectre, that ap-
peared in the shape of neglected duty.—

* Daughter of Mathew Robinson, Esq. of West Layton
in Yorkshire, and Monk’s-Horton near Hythe in Kent, sis-
ter to the late Lord Rokeby,.and cousin to the first Lord
Rokeby, the Primate of Ireland. She was married to Ed-
ward Montagu, Esq. of Denton in Northumberland, whom
she survived many years, and whose ample fortune she in~
herited. She died at the age of 80, August 25. 1800." -

{
p
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Unless for this powerful call, I blush to own, CHAP. IL

that probably I should have fallen a sacri-
fice to that contemptible v1rtue called bash-
fulness.—

“ On the 10th day of September last, I
saw Mrs Montagu carried off corporally in
a post-chaise from Blair-Drummond: and
yet strange to say she has been the chief of
our dramatis persone ever since. In my so-
litary walks she has never ceased to be my
- faithful companion, and has inspired me
with most valuable hints for my rural em-
bellishments. Follows a sketch of some of
. them. Youll probably remember the long
polished walk along the side of the river.
That walk is to be extended over a great
variety of ground, and to take in a variety
of objects, so as to make a- circuit of not less
than four miles. One part is enchanting
the road 'sinks imperceptibly into a hollow,
originally the bed of a river, lined on both

sides with high banks covered with wood, .

which hides every ob'ect from the sight, but
the sky. Emerging into open day-light,
the first object that strikes the-eye is the
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Bpox uL noble Castle of Stirling, situated on a l'OCki
wild and romantic.

“ A rill of water runs neglected through
the fields, obscured by pretty high banks. .
It is proposed that the water be raised in -
different places by stone buildings imita-
ting natural rocks, which will make some
beautiful cascades. The banks to be plant-
ed with flowering shrubs, and access to the
whole by gravel paths. The groupe will
produce a mixture of sweetness and liveli-
ness, which makes fine harmony in gardene
1a%as well as in life *.

- ‘There is a mass of wood, as you.will re-
eollect, near the house of at least six or
seven acres, grown up by neglect to an im-
penetrable thicket. I ordered a path to.be
made in it; and on my return from the cir-
cuit, was agreeably surprised .to find a.gredt
variety of pleasinig heights ahd hollowe

» The writer, it is to be observed is here mdulgmg hu
ithagination in projected schémes of embefhebment some of
which, frain a chenge of taste, and the adoption of other pldts
of improvement, were not carried into execution.
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which had laip Ciuite concealed, I prapose CHAP. IL

this for.a wmter-garden sand-walks to be
carried throngh ‘it in all directions; and a
yariety of evergreens will afford shelter, ver-
dure and dry-footing all the winter over. I
enjoy this.spot even by antlcxpatlon, the
scene of many amusing thoughts with a sen-
sible companion, and of meditation when
along. ' |

“ But amongst my other plans, I have
not forgot the spot pitched upon by you for
a seat ; and because every thing belonging
to you should have something peculiar, the
bottam to be free from wet, is contrived to.
fold up, and to have for its ornament a plate
of brass with this mscrlptmn, “ Rest, and
“ contemplate the beauties of art and Na-
“ ture.” ’

_« Did you never observe that those na-.

turally. the most bashful, become by habit
‘the-most .forward, The effort to surmount
an obstacle gives an impulse that earries one
to the opposite extreme. This is-at present
the case with your humble servant ; for now
be says, that were you ever sq fatigued you
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BOOK NIl myst listen a little longer. A new edition
of the Elements of Criticism is demanded,
and, if you approve, I will add some re-
marks to the following purpose. In things
merely ornamental, nothing can do better -
than to copy the works of Nature. -Hence
the beauty of Chinese paper, imitating
plants and flowers, flowered silks, &c. But
in things made for use, the parts ought to
be so constructed as to answer precisely
their purpose. Such things, it is true, may
admit of ornament; but the  constituent
parts and the ornaments ought not to be
jumbled together. I admit, for example,
carved work on a chair, representing leaves
or flowers; but what is'the meaning of gi-
ving feet to a chair representing those of a
lion, or of an eagle ? What do you think of
teaspoons made to imitate the leaf of a tree?
A leaf is of all things the least proper for a
spoon. And does not there lie the same
objection against a fabric for holding candles,
composed of artificial branches and leaves,
with artificial birds sitting upon ‘them ? ¥
-will hot dissemble, that my purpose in these
questfons is to draw you by degrees into a
critical' correspondence. - Would it be too
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CHAP. 11.
fmich for me to ‘hope for your assistance in , \

the intended new edition of the Elements ?
I should bé proud to have your name con-
j_(_)\ined with mine in that work.

“ It is neédless to fatigue you with ex-
plaining what has prevented my intended
visit to Denton-Hall at this time: several
circumstances have made it “impracticable.
1 do not despair of seeing you at London.

- But, at any rate, you are bound in gratitude
" to employ the first opportunity upen ano-

- ther visjt to Blair-Drummond, considering.

the changes’ that are to be made, and the
money to be laid out upon your account.
If we once get you there again, you shall
. not so easily escape as at first. Your land-
. lady remarked on your departure, “ Mrs
- % Montagu seems to be in a great hurry.”

i Perhaps not; said I'; but 1 did not care to
press her, as I know you are not fond of
new faces.—*“ A most unlucky mistake,” re-
plied she ; « for I know not such an agreeable
“ woman, or so comfortable a companion :
%.I could pass my life with her.”—And the

r VOL. II. D

| o

tame would be the taste of, Madam, your '

{
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VR devoted servant ; I hope in time to merit
, the appellation of your faithful friend,
Henzy Honz.” |

Mrs MonTacu to Lord KAMES.

% Denton, November 4. 1'766.
“ My LORD,

“ I never knew a wise and celebrated
person who was not afraid to write a letter
to a trifling correspondent ; for when: such
a man looks down from the summit of his
wisdom, and the pinnacle of his reputation,
upon 30 low and minute an object as a com-
‘mon letter, his head begins to turn, and his
sight to grow unsteady. = So, Sir, take the
pains and the penalties, with the painful
‘pre-eminence of your elevation ; whilst I,
who am on a level with such matters, enjoy
“the pleasuse of writing without fear or wit,
and the honour of corresponding with one
who writes with both. Happily, whatever

~ flows from the heart goes most directly to
the obtaining of that friendship you se kind-
ly offer, and I am so desizous to establish.
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“ T remember perfoetly the walk your AR I

Lordship. mentions, and all the beauties of
that sweet place. It is happy for a person
of yowur taste, to find inhis - aorning'’s walk,
the pastoral, the epic, amd the: tmgic beau-
ties. The, . gently mumpwring..rives, the
shady banks, the beausiful pastures,.the noble
Castle: of Stirling, ristng in the. pside of im-
pregnable strength, defying force and time ;
and. the ruimed castle of the Regent*, which
boings to mind the. fade of other times, the
catastrophe of ambition, and the downfal of
grestness; suggest the soff. and tender, the
sablime apd the melancholy. ideas, and: ex~
ercise the. varions. powers and: affections of
the soul.. Where there is this happy assem-
blage of poetic and romanmtic beauties, so
properly adapsed to. his genius, we will sit
and read the charming poet, who sings: of
Le Donne, i cavalieri, Parme, gli amori,

" Le cortesie, ’'audaci imprese.

p2 -

. ‘ Dogm_e Caa'{k, ‘the seat of James, Earl of Murray, the
bastard brother of Mary, Queen of Scots ; Regent of Scot-
land, by the deposition of his sister ;—afterwards assussirated

by Hamiltop, of Bothwall-baugh; ip revenge.of. a pavsanal ins

Jury.

51
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“ I approve greatly of your Lordship’s
scheme' of making a winfer-garden. We
are apt to do in our gardens, as we do in
our minds; to cultivate the gay ornaments

of the summer season, and aim at having
all those things which flourish by mild sun-

“shine, and gracious dews ; forgetful of the

rude elements of human life, and regardless
of the seasons of unfriendly and churlish
weather, when sun-beams warm no more,

and chilling hoar-frosts fall. Sage is the

gardener who procures a friendly shelter of

evergreens to protect him from December
storms, and cultivates the winter-plants that

‘adorn and enliven the dreary season.. 'He

is but half a philosopher, who, when the
gardens of Epicurus are out of bloom, can-
not retire into the Stoic’s walk ; and he is
too much one, who would rigidly prohibit
the gay. flowers and sweet aromatics of the
summer, and sit always under the cypress--
shade: So I expect to find the roses and
carnations at Blair-Drummond in June, as
well as the snow-drop and cyclamen in De-

. cember. Your winter-garden will be a -

moral lesson, as well as a pleasant walk
for your posterity, recommending to their
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-cultivation, unfading merits and faithful
friends *,

“ I -am very glad there is going to be a
new edition of the Elements of Criticism, as
I hope the work will be enlarged. Your
LOl'dshlp does me very unmerited honour,

. in wishing my name joined to yours in that

work ; it would be like setting the impres-
seal of England.

“ 1 agree entirely with your Lordship,
that in things of use, the ornamental part
should be subordinate, and the propriety
and fitness to its purpose should be appa-
rent. The feet of a chair should express
steadiness and firmness. A claw, whether
of lion or eagle, is absurd ; as the business
of it is not to snatch or tear, but to support.
Foliages round the frame of a chair or table,
are not improper, they adorn the form,

D3

#* Lord Kames inserted these observations with some -al~
terations, in a note in the new edition of Elements of Criti-

- 53
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“sion of my silver thimble beside the broad-
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- Boox L. "wighaiit perverting it ; and such ornaments
" are so natural, we may suppose, that ‘in
- the ages of simplicity, in honour of extraor-
dinary guests, or o add a gaijety to feasts,
flowers ‘anid bramches were put on them.
We have fine gothic buildings ia this coun-
try, and we: have imperted Grecian and
sRomzn ~architecture ; but. in regard to les
meubles, we are still im a very barbarous
~stave™®.~ "I think I-could explain why we are
so, if my letter was not already teo long, to
admit of tracing these things to their
sources: so. I shall only observe, that.the
old Guths doved punning, and their most
polite . desceltdants are addicted to conceiti.
The tea-leaf imitated in a tea-spoon, is mest
‘absurd; ‘but in'thé infancy and decline of
‘taste, the' imagination sports with resem-
blances, relations and analogies ; too weak
to form a complete design, it pursues some
hint given by thi: nature of the thing to' be

® The taste for what is commonly called Etruscan, but is
truly Greek, ornament, had not then been introduced by Sir
William Hamilton’s impartation of ancient vases, or the pue
blication: of the magnificent wagks from the press of the Kw,g
N of Naples, .
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myself imtelligibly, but I mean something,
though I am puzzled to communicate that
meaning: ‘I may say, as a certain French
author does, however, Si je me m’entends
pas, je me devine ¥,

“ 1 am more than vain, I am proud of
. Mrs Drummond’s partiality. I desire your
Lordship to keep up my interest in that
Lady. She has so perfectly gained my
esteem, that I should be grieved and morti-
fied to lose any share of hers which she
ever honoured me with. I had the honour
D4 -

. * The Lady expresses her meaning with great- perspicuity. -
But even in an:age of refined taste, an inventive fancy may
sport itself capriciously without offence in works where show
is combined with utility. Some of the Etruscan‘utensils, (as
their lamps), are fantastical i the highest degree, both in
their forms and decorations ; and the taste is not to be con-
demned, if it gives innocent amusement. A silver cream-
pot in the form of a cow, which receives its contents by an
opening in the back, and discharges them at the mouth, i
sot the mest. convenient form for ite office, nor. has the.de- -

aice much censonance to nature ; but if the utensil performs

its purpose tolerably, and the workmanship is excellent, we
#o not ‘admiire it the less for the conceit. :

55
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BOOK IL. of a most polite and agreeable letter from.

her. I desire my:most respectful compli-
ments to her. I am rejoiced to find your
Lordship. thinks. of being in London this
winter. 1.hope Mrs Drummond and your
son will be of the party. I am, with
great esteem, my Lord, &c. &c. .

Evriz. MonTacu.”

From Mrs Mo~tacu to Lord Kames. .
Extract of a Letter, Dated Denton, De-
cember 12. 1766,

“ I see by the date of your Lord-
ship’s letter, you are got to Edinburgh, .
from whence I suppose you will sometimes
make a trip to your winter-garden. Per-
haps there is not any thing more delightful
than escaping from the bustle of society to
the quiet of solitude; unless it be the re-
turning to society; after having been long
confined to solitude. If I was assured your
Lordship would not draw an inference from
it to-my disadvantage, 1 would own to you,
that the transitions from the town to the
country, and from the country to the town,
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are inexpressibly delightful to me. Diffe-
rent powers of the mind are exercised in
the different situations ; so pray do not en-
tirely impute this taste in me to levity. I
imagine a pedlar would be extremely plea-
sed at first if he was made a king, and from

. measuring tape and counting needles, was

exalted to balancing the interests of empires,
and considering the arduous affairs of go-
vernment ; till, finding how little his spe-
culations improved the state of the world,
and that his most earnest thoughts ended
often in ineffectual schemes, he would wish
to return to an employment in which he
could realize his intentions, and find his ca-
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pacity on a level with his business. This .

. is just the case of every human creature

who is not engaged in some profession or
important sityation. In the world we carry
about the small wares of social life, are very
busy, and a little useful. The inherent dig-
nity of the soul makes it sometimes disdain
these petty occupations, and love to.retire
into the proud state -of meditation. There
it enters into the operations of Omnipo-
tence, and the views of Infinite Wisdom ;
Jooks with delight through the infinite gra-
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&% 4l dations of beings, and with amazesnent -

round the boundless system -of crestion : it
exults at feeling itself an intelligent specta-
tor of such a majestic scene ; and in the ar-
rogance of its reasoning, and the pride of
its reveries, wonders how it could ever con«
descend to the low commerce. of ordimary
life, and says to dtself, I will for the future
dream in state. But 4lma, by the mother’s
side, a poor mechanic, satiated with the long
idleness of a summer’s holiday, again cries
out for her shop and her tools, leaves to ab-
stracted beings the life of meditation, and
wisely says, her business lies chiefly where
she can add to the comfort and happiness
of her fellow-~creatures. However, my Lord,
do not imagine that I think less than you
do, that a pleasing retirement may improve
the virtue of your posterity, by drawing
them sometimes from busy to contemplative
life. In a sweet retirement, I imagine the
mind keeps time to the music of the spheres;
its movements are not affected by prejudi-
ces or bad examples, but keep even and true
mensure with reason, and its eppointed du-
ties. " :In the bustle of the world we are of-
ten  impelléd to what is wrong, diverted
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from what is right, and carried about in the CHAP-&

whirl of fashion and predominant opinions.

“ I am interested in every thing at Blair-
Drummond : pray let me know every vista
that you open, and every shade that you
cherish for meditation. About two months
hence I shall think with greater rapture of
your winter-garden : at present, to own the
truth, I am longing for my pedlar’s pack.
I have been so long in retirement, that I
shall go with great godlt to every fair and
market idleness and vanity shall open. 1
hope to set out for London in about ten
days or a fortnight at farthest.

“ Your Lordship does me great honour;
but my name is not designed for immorta-~
lity. Ibeg of you to present my most af-
fectionate and respectful compliments to
Mrs Drummond. I shall hope to be ho-
noured with her commands when I get to
London, and trust that she will employ me
in all her commissions ; because no one will
have so much pleasure in exccuting them.
With great esteem, I am, my Lord,

&e &e. , ' E. MonTagu.,”
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Lord Kames had introduced Dr Franklin
to Mrs Montagu’s acquaintance. The fol-

lowing letter alludes, among others, to that '

circumstance,

Mprs MonTAGU o Lord Kames.

« My Lorp, Hzll-&reet
: “ February 11. 1767.

« From the consciousness and confidence
of friendship, I delayed answering your last
letter till this very moment, for T waited till
I could find health and leisure together:
the one rarely visits, and the other never
abides with me. I am convinced, that we
have been acquainted in a state of pre-exis-
tence; I do not know when, nor indeed

where : whether we first met on the orb of .

this Earth, had a short coquetry-in the pla-
net Venus, or a sober platonic love in Sa-
turn ; but I am sure we did not first meet
at Edmburgh in the year 1766 ; therefore,
those doubts that would be pardonable in a
new frlendshlp cannot become us. Your
Lordship may remember our souls did

“not, stand like strangers at'a distance, ma-

king formal obeisances: the first evening
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 we supped together at our friend Dr Gre- CHAP I

gory’s, we took up our story, where -it had
perhaps ended some thousand years before
the creation of thjs globe: if we gave it a
prefatory compliment, it was only the cus-
tomary form to the new edition of a work
before published. I am extremely flatter~
ed, that, though invisible, I was one of your
Christmas guests at Blair-Drummond. - I
often endeavoured to imagine how your
cascades looked when they were fixed in
“1cicles, your rivers turned to solid crystal,
and Ben-Lomond’s- brown sides were glit-
tering with snow; but I had not the pre-
sumption. to think I could imagine what
such a society were saying, so that I was
deprived.of the best part.of the pleasure of
the party.. I think your Lordship was un-
lucky that you did not stay in the country
till the thaw : the torrents: from the moun-
tains, the deluged plains, the ice crackling,
and rushing down the rivers, and the cas-
cades breaking their. crystal bands,- must
~ have been_a fine sight, and what you and I
should have been delighted to have seen.to-
gether, though perhaps heretofore we were
Jomt spectators of Deucalion’s flood ; and if
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t’_"f__, Mr Whistons computations. be just, we may

be present at the commencement of the

“Millennium, when the vain and the idée will

melt away like the snow, the proud, hard-
hearted and wicked, will rush like the ice
down the tide of dissolutien, and virtue and
integrity stand fast as the mountains. How-
‘ever, in spite of all we have seen, or may
see, I should have been very glad to have
beheld: the thaw in your majestic- prospects.
‘Our highest hills were a school-boy’s snow-
‘ball in respect of Ben-Lomond.

“ You will perhaps expect I should send
you some of the politics of the times, from
our great city; but I don’t understand po-

Bitics, and I cannot so much as read poli-

ticians. I have been used only to read
‘right forward, and the Hebrew text and the
politician’s mind are to mre unintelligible.

‘¥our  Lordship may be assured ¥ shall be
‘very ‘glad to be introduced to any persom
‘who has the honour and happiness of your
'esteem - I am not a stranger to the charac-

ter‘of’ Dr Franklin, though not personally

,'ac’quamted mth him.
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“ iroi CRAP. I8
% The muses are the only virgins mow

that do not appear in public every day;
but they are prodigiously coy. .Mr Glover's

-muse is a beautiful Greek, but as she does

not speak”in the vulgar tongue, she dares
not come upon the stage ; she only addres-

ses herself to the learned in their closets.

Voltaire: sent a tragedy to Paris, which he
said was composed in ten days. The play-
ers sent it back to him to correct. At
threescore: and ten, one should not expect
his wit would outrun his judgment; but he
seems to begin a second infancy in wit and
philosophy ; a dangerous thing to one who
has such an antipathy to leading-strings.

“ I beg my most respectful complimenta
to Mrs Drummond and Mr Home: assure
‘Mrs Drummond that I have not forgot her
commands ; and I hope I shall acquit my-
self in such a manner as to the epargne, as
to be trusted for other commissions, I have
also seen her girandoles, which I like ex-
tremely ; but I have proposed a little alte-
ration at the top. If she would have any
thmg en. mcubles ext.remely heautxﬁnl she
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BoOK ML myst employ my friend Mr Adam here *,

He has made me a cieling and chimney=
piece, and doors, which ‘are pretty enough
to make me a thousand enemies: Eavy
turns livid at the first glimpse of them. I
_ beg of your Lordship to make my compli-

’ ments to my friends at Edinburgh, and as-

" sure them I retain a grateful remembrance
of their politeness to me there. I am, with
great esteem, my Lord, &c. &ec.

| E. MonTacu.” -

Lord Kamks to Mrs MonTaco.
| “ Edinburgh, March 6. 17617.
“ T love to converse with Mrs Montagu :
1 love to write to her: Sorry I am that the

latter only is in my power. In gratifying
my own inclination, however, I shall be so

* It is a derogation from the merits of Mr RoBERT ADAW
to mention him only as excelling in the taste foi* ornaments,
He was a great architect, as his works bear testimony ; a man
of science and of great natural taste ;-and he possessed that
enthusiasm in his favourite art, which is the characteristic of
true genius. See an instructive letter of his to Lord Kames;
on the subject of architecture, at NO. IL. of the Appendix to
this Volume,
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tuch upont my gUard a8 to avoid "persecﬁ- '

tion ; and the plan T propose ‘to, follow, is

ot to write merely from inelination, with-

out' having - at -the same -time some -good

" pretext. . My pretext at présen’t is to recom-

mend to you a book: lately published: here,

“and which probably has reached the shop

of Andrew Millar, entitled, 4n-Essay on the

History of -Civil Society. "This subject, not
Tess beautiful than interesting, employs some

vigour in writing, and much original thought.
Besides tracing minutely the history of so-
ciety from its dawn in the savage state to
its meridian lustre of civilization, sciences
and arts, it has a further aim, which is, to
wean us from selfihness and luxury, the
reigning characteristics at ‘present- of all
commercigl nations, and to restore the man-
ly. passions of heroism, generosity, and love

‘of our species. The aim is noble; but the

disease, I doubt, is too far advanced to be
cured by any characters that can be formed

with ink. The book will amuse you, and

you will think yourself obliged to:me for
putting it into your hands. At the same

time, I don’t say it is without faults but

VOL. Ilo . E o Cos . B ‘,(_.'
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ook Hi- these I reserve as a pretext for another let-

ter when you have perused the boek. Let

me presume to give you only one advice,
which is te reserve the book till yeur hours
of perfect health. It requires too much at-
tention even for Mrs M. when in any de-
gree indisposed. Your hints, though very
slight, of want of health, alarm me. You

~ ought to be immortal; because there are

some persons, rare indeed, who camnot be
replaced ; but that soul of yours, active and
vigorous, is enough to wear out any body,

not to talk of a delicate female constitu~
tion.

o« Nothmg would give me greater satisfac-

tion than a prospect of many subjects. for
correspondence ; and that of recommending
books may be both pleasant and profitable ;
and I am certain it would give me double
pleasure to peruse any book recommended
by you. It is a great waste of time to read
every book at random ; and both of us know
the value of our time too well to be spend-
thrifts of it.—You have inflamed the curio-
sity of my spouse, by mentioning: the taste

of Mr Adam in ornamenting one of your

—
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to6ths.  You ciii rake' hét happy in the CHAF 1

dedcription, and F'kuow' yo 16ve to make
. your friends huppy:. Yours; with zeal and
uﬂ'ectlon, : : Hﬁ&w Howme.”

H

Mrs MONTAGU to Lord KAMES

“ Man'h’ the 24tk 1767,

% T am vdin that your Lordshlp thought
‘mé Worthy of M Fergusson’s work. I had
indeed got it from Lord Shelfburne, before
it'was to be sold at the booksellers, so had
réad it before I 'liad your lettér. = The cha-
ricter of the author, and the siibject of the
book, made iite ~véry impatienit for it. I'ap-
prove extremely of Mr Fe ergusson m the
virtues, above the effeminate and luxurious
arts of niodern life ; and wish he could in-
fuse into us some of that Spartan’ spirit he
admires so justly, At the same time; if he
learnt the practice of virtue at Sparta, it was
at Athens he was taught to make it doc-
trine.’ A Lacedemonian might have said,
whien he swallowed his black broth, as Alex«
ander did in hlS ambitious enterprize, What

E2
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0X I8, do I suffer that the Athenians may praise

'bvd

me! Had not the latter perpetuated its me-
mory, the temperance of the former, like
their broth, had diffused its salubrious ef-
fects only through a few individuals, and a
few centuries. What had remained of Spar-
tan patriotism for an example to other
countries, and other ages, if the same sys-

tem had prevailed all over Greece? It was .

happy for them that Xenophon and -Plato
were - not their fellow-citizens ; it was hap-
Py for the world they were not so. Now,
is that state upon a perfectly right founda-
tion where wisdom and virtue are mortal?
Howeven as we Britons are in much more
danger of becoming Sybarites than Lace-
demonians, it is very meritorious in Mr
Fergusson to endeavour to preserve the na-
tive fire of courage and magnanimity in the

 human breast; for in these piping times of

peace, like gunpowder at the conclusion of
a war, being no longer necessary to combat
our enemies, it is wasted in idle fire-works
and childish festivity. I cannot express

“to your Lordship the pleasure and delight

with which I read this elegant work of Mr
Fergusson ; but as my admiration can do.
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him little' honour, I will give you who are CHAP. IL

his friend the pleasure of knowing it is ad-
mired and approved by all persons of judg-
ment in literature, or who have that nobler
taste, the love of virtue. '

" % Your Lordship is very good to feel any
solicitude about my health. It is far from

perfect, but is better than it used to-be. 1:

had for ten years the most terrible state:of:

health imaginable; it has been mending"
gradually and gently these ten years last-

past, and is now such as one inured to suf-

fering and sickness thinks delightful, one.
unused to illness might think miserable. -
The constant cheerfulness of my spirits has-

put me on a.level, in point of happiness,
with the most healthy and robust, so that I

think of my lot with thankfulness. I am,’

my Lord, &c &c. v
E. MoNTagu.”

E3
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Lord Kames to Mrs MonTacu,

& Blair-Drummond,
¢ Ap?‘il 16. 17671
“ My peag Manam,

# 1 have endeavoured .to do Mr Fergus.
son a pleasure:by your elegant epistle, which
is .upon the road.to him with my compli-
ments, and he will make it most hospitahly
welcome. I -wish [ had as good reason te
be pleased; but you behave to me like g
bauskin'd Adneen aeting a capital part-in a
capital play, without gnee admitting me be-
hind the jcenes inta any degree of ease.or
faniliarity. The Brofessor is the. only sub-
jeét; not 3 word of my concerms; not &
word even of your.own, (I suppose because
~ they are mine likewise), your health, yous
amusements, the company you keep, the
books you read, or whether you be as much
regarded in your own country as you are
here. I think I perceive you smiling ; and
you have some reason: you have discover-
ed the cloven foot, a rivalship between the
two authors. I confess the fact; but being
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too lazy to bum and begin again, I proceed
in the same tone. ‘When I had the happi-
niess of seeing you in Scotland, I ventured
one day-to -suggest to you a short perfor-
manee of mine, an Essay on the Principles
of Morality. But I suddenly dropt the sub-
ject, being afraid it was too abstruse and
dry for my lively friend. Of late I have
taken up a fond conceit, that no subject is
above or beyond her comprehension, and
therefore I renew my hint; and I have at
present an addititional incitement, which is,
that . my friend F. if he has failed any where,
is most -deficient in’ that part of his work
where he handles the Principles of Morality.
My Essay was too -small to be printed by
iteelf * : it is prefixed to the second edition
of ‘2 law-book, termed Principles of Equity,
to be found at Millar’s shop ; but which you
may borrew from any of your acquaintance
- E4

% The Essay on the Principles of Morality, which was
prefixed to the second edition of Principles of Equily, was
left out in the third and subsequent editions of that work, the
suthor having republished it in a more complete form, in his
Sketches of the History of Man.

1

CHAP. 11
A e
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BOOK ?‘; learned in the law; for a fine Lady would

blush to have a law-book make part of her

library. I know not whether the principles.
of this Essay may turn the balance on my .
side; but in one way I hope always to de-

serve your favour, which is, by imitating

you in every good and social princjple, to

the best of my power. Yours, &c.

. HENRY HOMBg”-

¢ P. S. The epargne is arrived, and it is
charming. I never saw a piece of work-
manship to which the term elegant can be
more properly applied. Mrs Drummond
is delighted with it.—Now that I have got
your letter upon orngments, I think I have a
pretty good stock of materipls for anepi-
sode upon that subject in the next edition
of the Elements, in which I shall most im-
pudently borrow from your Ladyship.—
« But hark, the cock does crow me hence !”
The coach is waiting.” | o

Mrs MonTacu fo Lord Kauzs.
« My Lorp, . _
. % Sandleford, May 9. 1767.
“ I'am rejoiced to ﬁndI have pleaseq
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Mrs Drummond and your Lordship in the ¢BAP.IL

epargne ; but you have disappointed me-ter-
ribly about my notable letter on the subject
of ornament. I was in hopes it would have
given occasion to a paper-war between us.
I imagined you would laugh at e, quarrel
with: me, rally me, confute me, and do every
thing but what no disputant ever-does with
his antagonist, convince me; but instead of
that, you are mighty silent, and mighty ci-
vil ;- and you put my letter quietly in your
pocket ; and very politely say, you may here-
after put some of my conjectures into your
Elements of Criticism i But the muses for-
bid that my reveries, like poor maggots in
amber, should there lie so conspicuously
preserved ! *** Your Lordship never
mentions Dr Gregory, or of any of my Edin-
burgh friends. I hope they are all well. I
often think of the agreeable society I enjoy-
ed in Scotland, with great pleasure, and as
great desire to return to it. I will chide
your Lordship for exposing my nonsense to
Mr Fergusson. I don’t remember what I
said ; but as ] admired the work, I suppose
my observations were at least very harmless.

T'will get the book your Lordship mentions,
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when I goto London again. Yiou tell me Iam
stately.and reserved, like an actor perform-
ing.a:capital part in a capital play. Your
$Lordship is mistaken ; I am like a puppet
seting a foolish part in a foelish puppet-
show. What does any one hear, or say,
think or do, read or know, in' a London life,
worth communicating, * * * * * Lord
Liyttleton desired me, when I last saw him,
to beg of -your Lerdship, who is such a ju-
dicious and -accurate eritic in style, not to
read the first edition of his History ; as the
second will be more correet, and he is am-
bitious of appearing in the best light to your
Lordship. I don’t understand all this de-
licacy. If I were to make a book, I should
not care for all the critics that are, or were,
or ever should be*. I like the play of
Every Man in his Humowr. Awuthors should

" be free to make blunders, and crities to ex-

pose them. I I had lands in Parnassus, I

© % Mrs Montacu’s Essay on the Genius and Writings of
‘Shakespeare, wes not then published: it did not appear til
1770. .She.was known however as the writer of some of the
best dialogues, in Lord Lyttleton’s Dialogues of thDead,
printed in 1762,
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would not idmclose .them with wall, pale, cmar.i

sunk femce, ar chevaur de frise. .1 would

. resolve to write a book this moment, if [
thought you would write a criticism upon
it, and then perhaps they might be .bound
up together ; and then says I, See how we
apples .swim down the tide of time : how-
ever, it .strikes eleven, and I wont begin
my beook to-night, nor swell this letter.to a
volume ; 80 I will onlyadd my compliments

to Mrs Drummond, and that-I always am,

mhyerfect regard, my Lord, &c. &c.

E. Monracu.”

Lord Kaues to Mrs MonTacu.

“ Edinburgh, July 8. 17617,
% Yeou treat me.cmelly, my friend, in
giving me.a.chara¢tar among your London
acguaintance, whi¢h: I .never can -hope to
support, What elge should have led Lord

Lyttelton to judge me such a prefound cri-

te. of sgyle ? .In short, to preserve my repu~

pmiong others, one of my favourite projects,
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which was the passing some time with you
at London, and studying you while actmg-'
your part in the great world. :

“ But now that I have given a little vent
to my spleen, (occasioned probably by a
cold I have somehow contracted), I find my
heart a little lighter. I submit cheerfully
to Mrs Montagu’s superiority ; and I am
sensible, that the good she does me, far-
outweighs the ill. . I go no farther for an.
example than this very morning. We are
at present deciding the great Douglas cause;
and it is expected, that, in a case of such
importance, every Judge shall, along with
his opinion, give at least a summary of his
reasons. In bed this morning, having been

- feverish in the night, I felt myself weak,

dispirited, and without. strength or inclina-
tion to rise. Why should I kill myself for, -
the sake of others, was my grovelling reflec- -
tion? A certain friend, whose good  opi-:

nion I mest highly value, came across my.
thoughts. It immediately struck me, How-
will that person scorn me for such pusillani-
mity ? .-I -started. up,. got . to the Court 'in-
time, delivered my opinion, and my reasons,
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more, to- my own satisfaction than usualj
and thank God,:I am stlll ahve :

I

“ 15th July

% T ‘am indeed still alive, and
now perfectly well, though weak ; for, ever
gihce the former date, I have been confined
to bed ' with the 1llness I' mentioned. By
that mearis I have been forced to put off
the prmclpal or rather the only purpose of
my letter; which was to lay down measures
for repaylhg the money you so kindly have
-advanced for my commissions. ***

Though ‘I shall always: be proud of Mrs

Montagu’s favours, yet with my good will,
the obligations I owe her should be of a
rank above any that relate to money I
am, &c &c. '

" Henry HoME.”

Mrs MoNTaGU to Lord KAME§
«“ Sandquord July the 30 1767.
« My LonD,

- -% I am much concerned to hear that ;you
have‘been 80 ill. .- Théicause of the iorphan,

™

CHAP. IL
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I dare say, wonld always animété you ; bt
as your life is valusble to mahy orphans,
you must not hazard yourself too much.

“ After having cenvinced the world. by
many a:volume, that you are a perfect mas-
ter and judge of style, it is very pleasant
that you should attribute an opinion of your
being so to me. I think your Lordship
will have a great deal of pleasure in reading
Lord Lyttleton’s History. You will like to
see a Gothic building by a Roman architect.
The story is Gothie, but expressed with

majesty, gravity and force, without any

thing dark er rude, ov perplexed and. con-
fused.

“ I suppose that as early 4s business will
allow, your Lerdship will retire to Blair-
Drummond. There I order you to sit on
my bench, and think of me, daily, till I
come into Northumberland ; and then you
are to transfer yourself to Kames, from
whence Mrs Drummond and your Lordship
may easily make me a visit.” My journey
to-the northi is delayed a fortnight longer
thdy I intended;; by, the tharriage of a«cousity
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of mine, who desires earnestly that I would CHAP-IL

attend her nuptials; and the gentleman
who is to marry her, is very importunate
with me to attend the ceremony ; as he is
a great match for my cousin, I do not know
~ how to refuse his request.. The bride and
bridegroom are to dine with me on the
wedding-day in Hill Street, the 17th of
August ; so I cannot set out till the 18th or
19th. I shall stay only a day or-two in
Yorkshire in my way. As your Lordship
is in a great hurry to pay your money, be
pleased to order it to be paid to Sir George
Colebrooke in Threadneedle Street, and in-
to Mrs Montagu’s account ; Sir George ho-
nours my bills when I draw upon him ;.but
‘as he has never received any money of
mine, he knows nothing of me, but that I
can spend it. I had the pleasure of seeing
Lady Elliot-Murray, the night before she
left London’; I told her I was very jealous
of her, and desired she would not coquette
with your Lordship ; but I suppose she will
not be so generous to an absent rival. I
beg my most respectful compliments to Mrs
Drummond ; and am, with great regard,
my Lord, &c. &c. &c.
Eviz, MonTagu.”
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CHAPTER IIL

Lord Kamess Pamphlet on the Linen-manufacture it
Scotland.—He prompts the great Landholders to encou<
rage Manufactur;:s and Industry.—Project of ¢ Canal
' Betsoeen the Forth and Clyde.—Other undertakings of the
* saime kind—Lord Kames publishes Remarkable Deci-
* sions of the Court of Session. — His opinion on the Rup-"
" ture with America —Correspondence with Dr Franklin
* renewed.—Letter from him to Lord Kames, on Americati:
* affairs.—From the same, on Agricultural and Econom{

- cal topics,

‘In the end of the year 1765, Lord Kamzs

published a small pamphlet on the progress
of the Flax-husbandry in Scotland, with the
patrlotlc design of stimulating his country-
men to continue their exertions in a most

valuable branch of national industry. The

linen-manufacture he shews to be in a pro-
gressive state of improvement, from the
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time of the institution of the Board of €A™
Trustees for the Encouragement of Arts, in e

the year 1727, and to have increased five-
fold within the preceding eighteen years.
This improvement he attributes to the judi-
cious measures adopted by that Board, in
the bestowing of premiums for the raising
of flax, the introduction of easy and cheap
machinery for its manufacture, and the pro-
curing a favourable market for the commo-
dity, when completely wrought up. It gives

equal pleasure to observe, that this import--

ant manufacture has, from the period of
which we now speak, been rapidly advan-
cing, so as to promise, in a very short time,
to double its amount in the year 1765 *. A
principal object of this pamphlet was to
shew the expediency of encouraging the
culture of flax of the native growth of the

* The progress of the linen-manufacture in Scotland, from
the year 1727 to the present time, may be ascertained from
the following table, exhibiting the quantities of linen annually
stamped for the duty to Government, and the value of those
quantities, The account is taken gt the interval of ten years
from each period for the first sixty years, and at shorter in-.
tervals for the succeeding years.

VOL. II. F
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BoGK TH. cou!!ﬂ'y At¢.the time whien the pamphiet

was writben, there wus an annual importa-
tion of foreign flax to the amount of
£ 110,000 Sterling, to supply our home
rhanyfactures. 'The yearly saving of sa .

‘large-a sum is not the only benefit to be
“derived from raising the commodity on our

own fields. We pay to foreigners much
more than the real value of the maverials,
Besides, they may raise its price at thetr
pleasure, or deprive us of it altogether, ahd
thus throw idle some thousands of indus-
trious. manwufacturers. and artisans. Expe-
rience has shewn likewise, that the commoz

Anno. Yards. Value. )

1798 —— 2,183,078 —— L.103,212 9 8
1788 "l %,666,0115§ — 185,026 11 9,%
1748 —— 7,353,008} —— 293,864 12 11
1758 —— 10,623,435§ — 424,141 10 T)%
1768 —— 11,795487 —— 599,669 4 2
1778 - —— 18,264,410} —— 592,023 3 4}
1788 —— 20,506,811} —— - 854,900 16 . 2§
1792 .— 21,065,386 —— 872,543 14 2}
1796 —— 23 102,404; —_— 906,202 8 4 . |
‘1802 —— 23,803,255 —— 915,108 17 9%
1805 —— 19,413,057 —— 936,553 ‘6 8} .
1806 —— 21,400,128% —— 978,171 2 8}
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dity itssif, when of home growth, is of a s CHAR

1.

perior quahity to the foreign; and experience “——

shews also, that no crop is more valuable to
the farmer, or yields a quicker return for
the labour and cost of cultivation *.

But in his laudable endeavours for the
promotion of manufactures, Loord Kames
did not confire himself to general state-
ments of their utility, or arguments to that
bffect addressed to the public at large.
-Availing himself of a most extensive ac-
qumintance with the prindipal landholders in
Scotland, and of the friendships he had form~
ed with many of the chief nobility, whose
estates supported an immense population,
he endeavoured by every persuasive to sti-
mulate their exertions in diffusing. the spi-
rit of industry among their cottagers and
dependants. He recommended to them
the introduction of such kinds of demestic
manufactures, suited to both sexes, as, with-

F2

* The pamphlet on the progress of the Flax-husbandry of
Scotland, was reprinted in the Scots Magazine for January
1756.

He prompts
Landholders
to encou-

rage Manu-

and Indus-
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BooK Il gut any considerable expence or outlay on

- the part of the proprietors, (the main ob-

stacle to such exertions), would amend the
condition and multiply the comforts of their
dependants, and thus lay the solid founda-
tion of an increase of their own revenues.
Nor were these endeavours without success.
Amidst his extensive correspondence, the
letters yet remaining from the venerable
Charles, Duke of Queensberry, from Tho-
mas, 8th Earl of Kinnoul, and John, 8d
Earl of Braidalbane, bear the most honou-
rable testimony, both to the disinterested
zeal which counselled, and the liberal and
patriotic spirit which adopted those bene-
ficial plans and improvements.

The following letter of Lord Kames to a
favourite correspondent, who possessed, in
a very high degree, his esteem and affection,
is a-proof, that even in those moments,
usually the least devoted to topics of a se-

‘rious nature, those beneficent considerations
"were perpetually present to his mind.
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To the Dutchess of GorDoON.
“ August 1770.

“ As I never incline to visit my favourite
pupil, or to write to her, but when I am at
ease and in good spirits, which has not been
the case for this last fortnight, worn out as
I am with the business of the Court, I de-
laye_d to acknowledge her last kind letter,
till I should be restored to my spirits in the
country, by the wood-nymphs, the water-
nymphs, and all the train of the smllmg
“rural deities.

“ Your Grace could not do me a greater
favour than in communicating the little fa-
mily anecdote about Lady C., than which
nothing can shew a more charming disposi-
tion. PDissocial passions are more painful
to ourselves than to those who are the ob-
jects of them. Selfish passions are disagree-

able to others, and very little pleasant to’

ourselves : but as for the generous and be-

nevolent affections, if they make others hap-.

F38
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LoX I py, they double that blessing upon our~

selves. There is no other part of our na-
ture that advances us so near the Author of
all good. Cherish, my dear Lady, that dis-
position in your daughter, because it is high-
by amiable; but deuble your diligence to
cherish it in your son, who, I hope, will one
day have it in his power to do much good,
and to find his own chief happiness in
making multitudes happy around him.

“ The Duke of G. may justly be reckon-
ed the greatest subject in Britain ; not from
the extent of his rent-roll, but from a much
more valuable property, the number .of
people whom Providence has put under his*
government and protection. God forbid
the Duke should imbibe the sentiments.of
too many of his elevated rank, that these

‘people are merely beasts of burden, and

that it is allowable to squeeze out of them
‘all’ that can be got. In point of morality, I
consider, that the people upon our estates
are trusted by Providence to our care, and
that we are accountable for our management
of them, to the Great Gop, their Creator,
as well as ours. But observe and admire
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the:bepevalence of Providence, What elge St P
does it require. of w8, but to introduce ip- ——

dustyy among our people, the sure way to
make them virtuons and happy, and the
Way not, less, sure of improving our est.ates;

bnd i mcrea.smg our revenues ?

.« Now, my dear pupil, I insist wpon this
topic with the more satisfaction, that I
figure your Grace taking an dctive part in
this useful work, and going hand in hand
mh:y;our busbanid ;. if, indeed, it,he not betr
ter that each of you should take 3 sgparate
department. -1 will explain what pgrt I al-
lot to your Grace, after a shori preface.

« vaelhng through the counties of

;Aherdeen and Banff, with any sort of equi-

page, it is pleasant to see the young crea~

tures turning out every where fram their
little cottages, full of curiosity, but not. less
full of industry; for every one of them is

-employed ; and in knitting stockings, they

- Jose. not. all the while a single motion of -
their fingers, This sight I have never her
beld without delight. Now,a mark what 1

74
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- am going to say. There is indeed the same
curiosity to be observed upon your banks

of the Spey, and through the county of -
Moray ; but alas! the industry is awanting; .
for the young people go about there per-.
fectly idle.—1I fear you will think I am grow-
ing a little tedious this evening ; for I wish
to prolong conversation with your Grace :
But now I come to the point.—The part I
allot for the Dutchess of Gordon, is to train

‘the young creatures about her to industry ;

and she will execute it with self-satisfaction
and success ; for in tender years the strong-
est impressions are made, and . once giving
children a habit of industry, it will last with
them for life. What I would therefore pro-
pose as her first essay, is to introduce the.
knitting of stockings amang the young folk
of both sexes; which will be easily done,
as that artxssofa.r advanced in her nelgb-
bourhood. ‘

“« If your Grace relishes this proposal,
signify it only to your old Mentor ; and it
shall be his business not only to lay down s
plan for carrying it into effect, but .to inte-
rest our Trustees for the Manufactures, who
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will most cordially second your operations.
In the mean time, you may order a fit per-
son to be secured for teaching the children

* to spin and to knit ; and the only thing that

will be expected from your Grace, besides
your countenance, (which is all in all), is to
encourage the children to exert themselves,
by some small premiums to those who are
the most deserving.

“ So much for serious matters ; and now
to a lighter theme, if my paper leaves room
for it. From fifty years experience, I can
vouch, that the pleasantest companions for
conversation are those who pass some time
in their closets, in reading and reflecting.
Will you give me authority to purchase for
you, from time to time, a few books of taste
and useful knowledge, which will agreeably
fill up your hours of leisure? Does the
Duke give his commissions to any particu~
lar bookseller in Edinburgh ? In this, and
in‘every capacity, command your real friend
and faithful servant, .

: Heney HoMe.”

It was with a sincere pleasure that the -

' 89
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Book 8. author of these excellent advices saw that

"+~ they were not thrown away upon his fair
and noble pupil, whose generous mind found
its highest delight in increasing the happis
pess, and extending the comforts, of all
within the sphere of her active benevolence.
In a letter to her Grace of the 27th, June
1777, he thus warmly expresses. himself:
“ I thank God that my best hopes are res-
lized. Your activity, now exerted, on the
advapcement of agriculture and mapufac-
tures in. your extensive domains, will be a
coustant fund of happiness to yourself, and
a, signal blessing to all your dependants.
-Go on,.and presper my dear Lady no good
that ever happened to myself, gwes me moye
+heart-felt. satisfaction,”

Project of Among those plans of national improve-

tween the - EN, in.whieh. Lord Kames, as a Member
- Gyde.  .of the Boand of Trustees for the Encourage-
.ment of Arts, toek a most active concemn,
.was that great and useful pm‘)ect of a naus-
gable Canal between the rivers Forth aund
Clyde. - The obvious ddvantages to the na- |

tional commerce from such a communica«

tion, joining the . Atlantic with. the British
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Bea, bad directed the public attention to CHAP
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this measure, at different periods 'of time, “——

It is said to have been originally suggested
by Charles IL, and abandoned only from the
want of money suffieient for its execution.
The project was resumed in 1722, and dropt
probably from: the same cause.” At length,
in the years 1762 and 1768, it was taken up
by the Board of Trustees in Scotland, on
the motion of Mr Baron Mure ; and being
warmly petrenized by Lord Kames, Mr
Commissioner Clerk, and others of its leads
ing members, Mr Smeaton, the engineer,
was employed to make a swrvey, with' plans
and estimates of the woark, on various scales
of dimensions with respect to. depth. and
breadth. Mr Smeaton’s Reports, approved
of by the Board, and by the Convention of

the Royal Boroughs of Scotland, were jointr

ly recommended by them, to. the considera-
tion of his Majesty ; and, under the sane-
tion: of the King’s. approbation, and the aur
thority of Parliament, the work was he-
gun in 1768, on a scale of fifty-six feet in
breadth, and seven in depth ; admitting the
‘passage of vessels of 70-or 8Q'tons burden.
It hes within these few years: been happily
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completed. The expences were defrayed
by the subscriptions of individuals, who are

to be reimbursed by the tonnage-duties s

and Government itself is a subscriber to the

amount of £50,000, of which the corres:

pondent dividends or profits do not return

into the public Exchequer ; but are, with &

most liberal spirit, directed te be applied to

the further improvement of the country, in

the making of roads and bridges in the High-

lands of Scotland. The total expences of
this great undertaking, amount to above
#£300,000 Sterling ; a sum, which, large as
it is, bears no proportion to the certain and
permanent benefits which the national com-
merce inust derive from it.

A first successful experiment is of infinite
consequence in promoting the spirit of im-
provement. Various other plans of inland
navigation, upon a smaller scale, but of great
benefit, both local and general, have been
carried into execution of late years in Scot-
land ; and even at the present time, when
an unexampled expenditure has been ne-
cessary for the support of the most eventful
contest in which Britain ever was engaged,
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the ,.Gale.donian Canal, carried on at the
charges of the State, and at a probable ex-

pence of not much less than half a million, is -

an illustrious proof, beth of the extent of the
national resources, and of that patriotic ener-
gy which directs the employment of the
public révenue in executing plans which
tend ultimately to the improvement and in-
crease of those resources, and strengthen the
basis of the national prosperity *,

* Mr Chalmers has remarked, that in the first fpurteen
sessions of the present reign, no fewer than seven hundred
~acts of Parliament were passed, for dividing Commons, inclo-
sing Wastes, and draining Marshes ; four hundred and fifty
acts for meking Roads in different districts; and nineteen
acts for the making of artificial Canals ; besides others for the

improvement and security of Harbours. Of these national °

improvements Scotland had a large share: and she has well
repaid the fostering care of Government. Not to mention

CHAP,
1L

the important supplies of her hardy inhabitants to the nation= . '

"al army and navy, the increased value of her revenue is of
itself an ample compensation for the aids ;she has received.
The whole revenue of Scotland at the Union in 1706 was
“estimated at £ 160,000 per annum. . At the period of the
XUnion with Ireland in 1800, the revenue actually paid from

. Scotland to the English Exchequer, was above £ 1,790,000
Sterlmg The income of the Post-Office in Scotland in 1706

was o . . .. Li1gs 00

" The income of the same in 1801 was . - 89,817 O 0

- S———————
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'In the year 1766, Lord Kames published
in a éolio .volume, Remankable Decisions of
the Court of Session, from. 1730 to 1752
The reports contained in this velwme relate
to those more remarkeble causes which had
occurred in the course of his own practice
while at the Bar. ¢ This compilation,” (he
observes in his prefice), * is the perfor-
“ mance of an Advocate, who, having been
“ employed as counsel in every one of the
‘ cases contained in the Collection, had the
“ fairest opportunity of being well acquain-
“ ted with the resfgesta. To vouch the ac-
“ curacy of the facts, the session-papers are-
% appealed to, which are deposited in the
“ Advocates Library: .And as to the argu-
“ ments, which were borrowed from the
“ Bench not less frequently than from the
% Bar, every reader will judge for himself,

The amount of the Excise~duties in 1706

was . . o - e . . 1.88,500 0 0
‘The amount of the samein 1801 was . 883,000 0 O

Phé sanbunt :of the Custom-house duties in
© 1706 was . . .. L.34,000 0 0
’}’heo,mmmtofthe samesdn 1801 was . 538,000 0 ‘O
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# whether thiey be properly adapted to. the
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* facts staved.” The. volume contains 130 ~—=

eages, in all of which the ratio decidendi is
some important principle of law, and of
which, consequently, the decision may be of
wse as a precedent in similar questions.
#When it is considered how small a propors
tion such cases bear to the ordinary que-
stions in a court of law, we may hence form
_some estimate of the extensive employment
pf the barrister whose practice could afford
such a selection. These Reports afford the
strongest evidence of the great ability and
legal knowledge of their ‘compiler; but it
bas been remarked and with justice, that
the patria manus'is very observable, and that
the auithor’s own argument is generally sta-
ted with greater amplitude, and more stre-
nuously enforced than that which opposes
his side of the question. Allowing for this
'very natural bias, the composition is useful
in practice, and affords a fnodel of clear and
perspicuous brevity of statément, which
touches oinly the 1mpo'rtant points of a
cause, and rejects all that is superfluous i in
fhe detail or atgufuent
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J00K UL The attention of the public was at this

oppmen time deeply engaged with those unfortunate

il differences between Great Britain and hm'
American Colonies, which terminated in the
final separation of the latter from the mo-
ther-country. The opinion of Lord Kames
on the abstract question which was the
ground of those differences, “ Whether
“ Great Britain had a right to tax the Co-
“, lonies, by an act of her legislative body,
“ in which they had no representatives,” is
known from what he has written on that
topic, in the second section of his Sketch on
the subject of Finances. He there com-
bats the doctrine delivered by Mr Locke,
in his Essay on Governinent, “ That the le-
« gislative power of the State can impose
“ no tax, without the consent of the majo-
“ rity of the people, expressed either by
“ themselves or by their representatives ;™
and after shewing, that the number of those
in Great Britain actually represented, by ha-
ving a vote in the choice of the Members
of Parliament, does not amount to a hun-
dredth part of the community, he places the
right of taxation on the solid basis which
Locke himself has suggested, though he-has
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ertently laid no weight on it, namely, THAP.
:That every one who enjoys his share of pro- el
tection, should pay, proportionally to his 4
‘estate, for the support of that Government

-which protects him. Such being his opi-
pion-on the abstract question, he applies it,

in the following words, to the case of the
Colonies ;

. * Many writers, misled by the respectable
# authority of Locke, boldly maintain, that
“ a British Parliament cannot legally tax
“ the American Colonies, who are not re-
“ presented in Parliament. This proposi-
¥ tion, which has drawn the attention of the
“ public of late years, has led me to be
“ more explicit on the power of imposing
# taxes, than otherwise would be necessary.
“ Those who favour the independence of
“ our colonies urge, “ That a man ought to
“ have the disposal of what he acquires by
+ “ honest industry, subject to no controul:
* whence the necessity of a Parliament for
“ imposing taxes, where every individual is
“ either personally present, or by a repre-
“-sentative of his own election. The aid
¥ accordingly given to a British Sovereign,
| VOL.IL (€
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L #5 i3 not a tribute, but a free and volemtaty
=t % gift.” Whatlis said above, will bring-the
#Uispute within ‘a narrow'cdmpass. 1f oot
¥ golonists be British subjects, which hithen
“ to hhs not been controverted, they-;are
- % Subjected to the British Legisldture #
“ every article of government ; and as from
“ the beginning they have been protected
“ by Britain, they ought, like other subjects,
“ to pay for that protection*. There ne-
% ver'was a time less favourable to ‘their
% claim of freedom from taxes, than the
“ ‘clos¢ of the late war with France. Had
* not Britain seasonably interposed, they
*¢ ‘would have been swallowed up by France,
% and ‘bécome slaves to despotism.=ie—If a
4 Jegalpower to-impose taxes witheut con-
* sent ‘of the people, did'necessarily isply
“ 3 legal power: to impose taxes 4t ‘pleasure,
“ and without limitation, Locke’s argirment
*“ would be 'invi'n‘cible, in a free couritry 4t
“ Jeast. * A’ poweér to impose taxes ‘dt ples-
¥ .sure, Would 1ndeed be an'‘invasion ef’ the

LA

* See Dr Tucker’s notions on this subject, in hig letter to
Lord Kames, dated lﬁtb Jnne 1782, in NO, 1. of the Appen=

dix to this Volume. .
4
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«_fundemental . .law. of . property.; because,
“under pretext.of. taxing, it. would subject ™
% gvery mar'sproperty to the arbitrary will

o

of the Sexereign. But the.argument. has

“ no.weight where the Sovereign’s power.is
:§imited. + ‘The: reciprocal .duties between
' Sovereign .and subject imply, that the

£¢

“

£¢

$6,

«
<
I
3
%
£¢
&
66
'3
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‘people .ought .to contribute what. sums

are necessary for the support.of govern-
ment,--and. that the Sovereign ought nat
to demand more..- It is.true, that there

is no-regular check against him, when he

transgresses :his duty in this particular:

‘but there is an effectual check in the .na-

ture of every government -that is not le-

gally despotic, - viz.: -a- general concert. .-
-mong all ranks, to vindicate their liberty
-against a -course of violence and: oppres-
.gion ; -and- multiplied. acts -of that kind
- have mere than once brought about such-

a concert.”
.

But if such were the sentimeénts-of Lord

Kames on the question of right between
Britain and her colonies, it appears, that, on
viewing the matter in the light of expedien-

c2

.CHAP,
IIL

Correspon~
dence with
Dr Frank-
linrenewed.
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BOOX L. ¢y, he had very early formed an opinion,
that, in the relative situation of the two
countries, and looking to the probable chance
of increasing animosities, and matters being
driven to extremity, either by the erring
policy or factious views of some of the lead-
ers in both, it would be a wise measure in
the British Government to wave the que-
_stion of strict right, and to consent freely to
a consolidating union with America, by gi-
ving that country a full representation in

~ Parliament. On this subject he had written
to Dr Franklin as early as the end of the
year 1765, at the time when the first .intels
ligence arrived in this country of the disor-
ders occasioned by the attempts to carry the
stamp-act into execution ; and he had writ-
ten a second letter to him on the same sub-
ject, in the beginning of 1767. Dr Frank-
lin’s answer to these letters is extremely in-
teresting, and affords a striking specimen of
the profound sagacity and foresight of that

extragrdinary man.
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To Lord Kames.
“ My Dear Lozp,
“ London, April 11. 1767.

“ I received your obliging favour of Ja-
huary the 19th.  You have kindly relieved
me from the pain I had long been tinder.
You are goodness itself. I ought long since
to have answered yours of December 25.
1765. 1 never received a letter that con-
tained sentiments more suitable to my own.
It found me under much agitation of mind
on the very important subject it treated. It
fortified me greatly in the judgment I was
inclined to form (though contrary to the ge-
neral vogue) on the then delicate and criti-
cal situation of affairs between Britain and
her Colonies, and on that weighty point,
fhelr Union. You guessed aright in suppo-
sing that I would not be a mute in that play.
I was extremely busy, attending Members
of both Houses, informing, explaining, ¢on-
Sulting, disputing, in a continual hurry from
morning to night, till the affair was happily
ended. During the course of it, bemg call-

¢3
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Kames on
American
affeirs.



102

MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE

‘0‘“‘- L o] before the House of Commions, I spoke

my mind pretty freely. Inclosed I send
you the imperfect account that was taken of
that examination: You will there see how
entirely we agree, except in a point of fact,
of which you could not but be misinformed ;
the papers at that time being full of mista.
ken assertions, that the Colonies had been
the cause of the war, and had ungratefully
refused to bear any part of the expence of
it. I send it you now, because I apprehend

' some late incidents are likely to revive the

contest between the two countries. I fear
it will be a mischievous one. It becomes a
matter of great importance that clear ideas
should be formed on solid principles, both

in Britain and America, of the true politi-

cal relation between them, and the mutual

duties belonging to that relation. Till this
" is done, they will be often jarring. I know

none whose knowledge, sagacity and impar-
tiality, qualify him so thoroughly for such a
service, as yours do you. I wish therefore
you would consider it. You may thereby
be the happy instrument of great good to
the nation, and of preventing much mischief
and bloodshed. I am fully persuaded with
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prosperity,can be. founded.. Irelind once
wished it, but now, rejects it. . The time has
been when the. Colonies might have been
pleased with it:. They.gre now. indifferens
sbout it and if it is much longer delayed,
they. too will refuse.it, = But.the pride of
this peefile ‘cannot; besr the thought of it
and., therefore it will be.delayed. Every
man.in Englandiseems to -consider himself
a8 :8 pieoe.of .8 sovereigh ouer Ameriga’;
seems to jostle himself inte.the throne with
the King, and talks of -our- subjects in. the
Calonies. 'The: Parliament cannot well :and
wisely make laws suited. to .the. -Colonies,
without .being  properly and :truly informed
-of their circumstances, abilities, temper,.&c.
This it cannot be, without representasives
from thence: and yet it is fond of this
power, and averse to the only means of ‘ac-
quiring. the .necessary  knowledge . for ‘exer
cising it ; which_is, desiring to he amnipe-
tent, without being ommiscient. ) . .cuiv 1. .
T R VY - Y RIS I

i
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. ¥ou, that a Consolidating: Union, by a fair CHAR:
. and, equal representation of all the parts of “——
¢ this empire in Parliament,.is the .only firm
© basis on which' its -politica] grandeus and
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“ I have mentioned that the contest is

 like to be revived. It is on this occasion.

In the same session with the stamp-act, an

act was passed to regulate the quartering of
soldiers in America. When the bill was
ﬁrst brought in, it contained a clause, em-

powermg the officers to quarter their sol-
dlers in private houses : this we warmly op~

posed, and got it omitted. The bill passed,

hewever, with a clause, that empty houses,

barns, &c. should be hired for them, and

that the respective provinces where they

were should pay the expence, and furnish

firing, bedding, drink, and some other arti-

cles to the soldiers gratis. There is no way

for any province to do this, but by the As-

sembly’s making a law to raise the. money.

Pennsylvanian Assembly has made such a

law: New-York Assembly has refused to

do it: and now all the talk here is of send-

ing a force to compel them.

" The reasons given by the Assembly to
the Governor, for the refusal, are, That they
understand the act to mean the furnishing
such things to soldiers, only while on their
march through the country, and not to great -
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‘bodies of soldiers, to be fixt, as at present,
in the province; the burthen in the latter
case being greater than the inhabitants can
bear : That it would put it in the power of
the Captain-General to oppress the province
at pleasure, &c. But there is supposed te
be another reason at bottom, which they in-
timate, though they do not plainly express

" it; to wit, that it is of the nature of an in-

~ ternal tax laid on them by Parliament, which

~ has no right so to do. Their refusal is here

called Rebellion, and punishment is thought
- of. '

" ¢ Now, waving that point of right, and
supposing the Legislatures in America sub-
ordinate to the Legislature of Great Britain,
one might conceive, I think, a power in the

superior Legislature to forbid the inferior’

Legislatures making particular laws ; but to

enjoin it to make a particular law contrary.

to its own judgment, seems improper; an
Assembly or Parliament not being an exe-
cutive officer of Government, whose duty it
is, in law-making, to obey orders, but a de-
liberative body, who are to consider what
comes before them, its propriety, practica~

105
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% 1% bility, or possibility, and to determine ace
cordingly : The very nature of a-Parliament
seems to be destroyed, by supposing it may

~  be bound, and compelled by a law of a su-
perior Parliament, to make a law contrary

to its own judgment.

.« Indeed, the act of Parliament in que-
stion. has not, as in other acts, when a duty
is enjoined, directed a penalty on neglect or
refusal, and a mode of  recovering that pe-
. nalty. It seems, therefore, to the people in
America as a mere requisition, which they
are at liberty to comply with or not, as it
may suit or not suit the different circum-
stances of = different provipces. = Penn-
sylvania has therefore voluntarily com-
plied. New-York, as I said before, has re-
fused. - The Ministry that made the act,
and all their adherents, call out for ven-
geance, _The present Ministry are perplext,
and the measures they will finally take on
the occasion, are yet unknown.. But sure I
am, that if Force is used, great mischief will
ensue; the affections of the people of Ame-
rica to this. country will be alienated ; your
commerce will be diminished ; and a total
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separation of interests be the final -conse-
quence. ‘

“ It is a common, but mistaken notion
here, that the Colonies were planted at the
expence of Parliament, and that therefore
the Parliament has a right to tax them, &c.
The truth is, they were planted at the ex-
pence of private adventurers, who went over
there to settle, with leave of the King y: gi-
ven .by charter. On receiving this Ieave.
and thege. charters, the- adventurers volun;-
tarily engaged to remain the King’s sub-
jects,. though in a foreign country; a coun-
try which had not been conquered by either
King or. Parliament, but was possessed by a
free people. When our planters arrived,
they purchased the lands of the natives,
without putting King or Parliament, to any

107
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expence. Parliament had no hand in. their .

settlement, was never so much as consulted
about their constitution, and took no kmd
of notice of them, till many years after they
were established. I except only the twe
modern Colenies, or rather attempts . to
make Colonies, (for they succeed but poor-
ly, and as yet hardly deserve the name. of
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BOOK 1L (Yolonies), I mean Georgia and NovapScotla,
which have been hitherto little better thari
Parliamentary jobs. Thus all the Colonies
acknowledge the King as their Sovereign;
his Governors there represent his person:
Laws are made by their Assemblies or littlé
Parhaments, with the Governor's assent,
subject still to the King’s pleasure to con-
firm or annul them: Suits arising in the
Colonies, and_ differences between Colony
and Colony, are determined by the King in
Council. In this view, they seem so many
separate little states, subject to the same
Prince. The sovereignty of the Kixc is
therefore easily understood. But nothmg
is more common here than to talk of the
sovereignty of ParriamenT, and the sove-
reignty of this Narion over the Colonies ;
a kind of sovereignty, the idea of which is
not so clear, nor does it clearly appear-on
what foundation it is established. On the
other hand, it seems necessary for the com-

* mon good of the empire, that a power be
lodged somewhere to regulate its general
rommerce :. this can be. placed no where so
properly as in the Parliament -of Gteat
Britain ; and therefore, though that power
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in some instances been executed with
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At partiality to Britain, and prejudice to ——

Colomes, they have nevertheless always
submiited to it. Custom-houses are esta-
birshed in all of them, by virtue of laws
m&de here, and the duties constantly paid,
except by a few smugglers, such as are here
and in all countries ; but internal taxes laid
on them by Parliament, are still, and ever
will be objected to, for the reasons that you
will see in the mentioned Examination.

¢« Upon the whole, I have lived so great
& part of my life in Britain *, and have
formed so many friendships in.it, that I
love it, and sincerely wish its prosperity ;
and therefore wish to see that Union, on
which alone I think it can be secured and
established. As to America, the advantages

* Dr FraNkLIN was born at Boston in New England in
1706. His father was of a race of yeomanry who had lived
for above 800 years at the village of Eaton in Northampton-
shire. His mother was a dapghter of Peter Folger, one of
the first Colonists of New England, of whom Cotton Mather
makes honourable mention in his EocbtiacﬁoalHidoqqf
that province.
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Book 1. of -such an union to her are not so ap
" parent. She may ‘suffer at present under
the arbitrary power of this- country; she
may suffer for -a while in ‘& separation
from it ; but these are temporary -evils that
she will outgrow. Scotland ‘and Ireland
are differently circumstanced. - Confined
by - the - sea, they ecan scarcely -increase
in numbers, ‘wealth and strength, so as-to
overbalance England. But America,an im-
mense territory, favoured by Nature with
all advantages of climate, soil, great navi-
gable rivers, and lakes, &c. must beeome a
great -country, populous and mighty; and
will, in -a ‘less: time than is ‘generally con-
céived, ‘be able to shake off any shaekles
that ‘may-be imposed -on her; and perhaps
place them-on the -impeosers. - I ‘the mean
time,-every act of oppression will sour their
tempers, lessen greatly, if not annihilate
the profits of your commerce with them,
and hasten their final revolt ; for the seeds
of liberty are universally sown there, and
. nothing can eradicate them. "And yet,
there remains among that people, so. much
;‘espect, veneration and affection for Britain,
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that if cultivated prudently, with kind-usage,
and tendernéss for their privileges, they
might be easily governed still for ages,

#ithout force, or any considerable -expence.
But T do not see here- a sufficient quantity
of the wisdom that is necessary to-produce
such a conduct, and I lament the want of
it.

“ I-borrowed at Millar’s the new edition
of your Principles of Equity, and have read
with great pleasure the preliminary dis-
course on the Prirciples of Morality. . I
have ‘never before met: with any -thing s0
satisfactory on the subject. While .reading
it,’] made'a few reiarks as 1 went along.
They are not-of much ‘importance, but I
send you the paper.

-4} know the Lady you mention * ; ha-
ving, wher in England before, met with -her
once or twiee at Lord Bath’s. I remember

-1 then ertertained the same opinion of ‘her
that you express. On the strength of your

¢Mrs Montagu.
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CHAP.
1L



112 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE |

VN kind recommendation, I purpose soon to
wait on her.

“ This is unexpectedly grown a long let-
- ter. The visit to Scotland, and the 4r¢ of
Virtue*, we will talk of hereafter. It is
now time to say, that I am, with increasing
esteem and affection, my dear friend, yours
ever,
B. FRaNgLIN.”

This excellent letter, as appears by a sub-
sequent one, from the same hand, was in
all probability intercepted, as it was not re-
ceived by Lord Kames in the regular course
of communication. Dr Franklin, however,
having preserved a copy, transmitted it two
years afterwards to his correspondent. The
opinions it conveyed, were thus probably
well known to the persons at the head of
Administration. It had been happy they
bad paid them that attention which the wis-
dom of the counsels they contained, deser-
ved.

T—

* See suprd, vol. i. p. 872.
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As the letter which follows, is the last of

the correspondence between Liord Kames
and Dr Franklin which has been preserved,
¥'shall here insert it, although it has no re-
ference to the subject of the preceding.
Lord Kames was at that time keenly en-
gaged in agricultural researches, and in some
of those economical and political specula-
tions which he was preparing to lay before
the publie.

Dr Frangrin to Lord Kaumzs.
. ‘ Y 4
“ London, February 21. 1'7169.

« My pear Frienp, y

¢ T received your excllent paper on the
preferable use of oxen in agriculture, and
have pat it in the way of being communi-
cated to the public here. I have observed
in America, that the farmers are more thri-
ving in those parts of the country where
cattle are used, than in those where the la-
bour is done by horses. The latter are said
to require twice the quantity of land to
maintain them ; and after all, are not good
VOL. I . om0 .

’
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114 . MEMOIRS OF THE LIPE

BOOK HL ‘{0 eat,—at least we don’t think them so.
* Here is a waste of land that might afford
gubsistence for so many'of -the human spe-
" cies. Perhaps it was for' this reasoti; that
. the Hebrew Lawgiver, having promised that
the children of Israel should be as numéereus
. as.the sands of the sea, not only took care
ta secure the health: of individuals, by regu-
Jating their diet, that they- might be fitter
for producing children, but also ferbid their
using horses, as those animals would lessen
the quantity of subsistence for men. Thus
we find, that when they took any horses .
from their enemies, they destroyed them ;—
and in the Commandments, where the la-
bour of the ox and ass is- mentioned, and
forbidden on the Sabbath, there is no men-
tion of the horse, probably because they
.Were to have nome. _And by the great
‘armies suddenly raised in that small terri-
fory they inhabited, it appears to have been
very. full of people*.- - ., i -

* Thereis not in the Jewish law any express prohibition
against the use of horses: it is only enjoined, that the Kings
should not multiply the breed, or carry on trade with Egypt
for the purchase of horses, Deut. xvii. 16, Solothon.iras the
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+%: Food: is -@heays. nedessary;to all; and OHAP.
miucli the:gredtest part df thelabour of man«, “——

kind is emplayed: inraisiag prowisions, for

the mouth. . Is not this-kingef Inhour, then,
the fittest to be the standard by which to
measure the values of. all -otdien-ispenr; and
consequently:of -all. other thingdwhose va-
lue ‘depends on the:ldbour "of :miking or.
procuridg tliem:?.: May:nbt even; gold-and
sibver be thins valued 7+ /1f the lahour of the
farmedpcin prodasing a-bushel: of wheat be
équal ‘to! the-lahoun.of - the:miaer.din produ-
einf an:oufwcerof . silver, will. not thebhshel
of wheat just measure the value of the ounce
of silver ? The miner must eat ; the farmer
indeed eaxr live without the ounce of silver,
and ' so perhaps wil] have some advintage
in setthng the price.” But these dlscusswns
"2 :

first of the Kings of Judah who disregarded this ordinance.
He had 40,000 stalls of horses, which he brought out of
Egypt, 1 ngs iv. 26., and Ibid. x. 28. From his time
downwnrds, horses were i1l constant use in the Jewish armies.,
1t is true, that the country, from its rocky surface and unfer-
tile soil, was extremely unfit for the maintenance of those
animals,
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I leave to you, as being more able to nra-
nage them. Only, I will send you a little
scrap 1 wrote some time since on the laws
prohibiting foreign commodities. -

- % I congratulate you on your election as
President of your Edinburgh Society *. I
think I formetly took notice to you in con-
versation, that I thought there had been si-
milarity in our fortunes, and the circum-
stances of our lives. This is a fresh in-

" stance; for, by letters just received, I find

that I was about the same time chosen Pre-

* Of the Edinburgh Philosophical Society, I have already
made mention in vol. i. p, 184. and in the corresponding
note. How much the institution was indebted to the vigour
of mind and spirit of its President, is testified by the follow-
ing notice, taken from the Introduction to the first volume of
the T'ransactions of the Royal Sociely of Edinburgh, publish-
ed in 1788 : « The Philosophical Society, though its meet-
“ ings were not altogether discontinued, appears to have
“ languished for some time, till, from the uncommén zeal
¢ and distinguished abilities of Lord Kames, then elected Pre-
¢ gident of the institution, its business was conducted with
* renewed ardourand success.”—T'rans. of the R. S. of Edin.
vol. i. p. 7. It appears from the minutes of the Society, that
Lord Kames continued to pttend and preside at its meetings,
when at the age of eighty-five, and till within a few months
of his death.
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sident of our American Philosophical So-
ciety, established at Philadelphia *. !

“ I have sent by sea, to the care of Mr
Alexander, a. little ‘box, containing a few
copies of the late edition of: ‘my .books, for
my friends in'.Scotland One is directed
for you, and one for your Society,” which I
beg that you and they would- accept as
a small mark of my respect.-—-—-—-rth the

H3

* The American Philosophical Society was instituted in
1769, and was formed by the union of two Societies which
had formerly subsisted at Philadelphia, whose views and ob-
Jjects were of a similar nature. Its members, which are nu-
merous, are classed into the following committees:

[ 1. Geography, Mathematics, Natural Philosophy and
Astronomy.

. Medicine and Anatomy.

Natural History and Chemistry.

Trade and Commerce.

Mechanics and Architecture.

. Husbandry, and American improvements.

For*

S P

.

And, several volumes have been published of the Transae-
tions of this American Society, in which are many Papers by
D’ qukﬁno
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.m' N— ~sincérest estebm and regard, I an, my: dear

friend, yours‘mobt affdctionately,
B F RANKLIN.
4] Al i ’ Lo \'

S .P S.rmJ .am xorry my letter.of 1767,
concemmg ‘the American dispute, miseas-
‘ried. .I mow.send:'yoa a.copy of it.from
‘my book:.The Examination mentioned in
it you have probably seen. Things daily
‘wear 'a worse aspect, and tend more and
more to a breach and final separation,”

) luihl‘,n/ ! gt RV L $34

N ROV Y TR Y7 A

Tt a(g
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CHAPTER 1V.

Lord Kames collects materials for a History of Man.—
His inmjstigatibn concerning . the Poems of Ossian.—
Writes to Mrs Montagu on that subject.—Her opinion
of Ossian’s Poems.—Result of the Inquiry into the au-
thenticity of those Poems,— Prosecution of the Author’s
Researches relative to the H istory of Man. '

Yoo Kames was now assiduously enga- °§}*

ged, at every moment of his leisure hours, —v—
in the coniposition of a great work, which, Kmes col-
at his advanced age, he seems to have in- ralsfors
tended as the conclusion of his literary la- Ma
bours. He had for many years past been
employed in collecting materials for a His-

'tory of Man, a work which, he says, “ in the

“ vigour of his life, he did not think too

“ bold an undertakmg for a smgle hand.”

H4
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We shall afierwards see, that he became-.
sensible, that the design was too vast, and.
the talents it required 'too multifarious, for;
leaving .any hope of its being executed by.
him' with suitable skill and ability, in the
amplitude which the subject required ; and
therefore that he wisely determined to cons-
fine his plan within narrower limits,

In the course" of co]lectmg and metho-
d1z1ng his materials for this intended work,.
he sought information from every quarter
whence it was likely to be furnished.” The
first branch of his subject leading him to
trace the progress of Man in the rudest pe-
riods of society, his attention was natural-
ly attracted to that extraordinary phenome-
non, exhibited in the, Poems of Ossian, then

- Tecently Pubhshed Qf a people little remo-

ved from the condition of savages, very im-
perfectly acqualnted even with the simplest
arts, whose sole occupatlons were hunting

‘and Wprfare yet possessmg not only the
~11erolc v1rtues m ‘the hlghest perfectlon, but
fibe purest sentlinents of morality, and all

that  delicate’ réoard for the female dex,.

. which. dlstmgulshes an age of refinement-

and high civilization, The extrinsic proofy
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of the authenticity of ‘those poems’ appear-
ing to him sufficient, at least to the extent
of establishing the fact of the existence for
many ages of various fragments of the rhap-
sodies or songs of the ancient bards, which
evinced that wonderful peculiarity of man-
ners- and sentiments ; he applied his inge-
nuity to account, if possible, for this pheno-
pienon, by an ‘inquiry into the manners of
those nations, both of Gaulish and Secandi-
navian origin, of whom we have any certain
historical records, while in a similar state of
society to the ancient Caledonians. The
fruits of his investigation he has detailed at

large in that section of the work above al-

luded to, which he entitles, Sketchk on the
Progress of Manners : its general result he
mentions-in the following letter : :

Lord Kames to Mrs MonTacu,

“ Blair-Drummond,

 « May 22. 1771,
. Ever since my retuyn to the country
from the hurry of a town-life, I have been
pompletely occupled upon my great’ and

121
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last work-; and it requires some effort to in~
terrupt & even for ia few. minutes by a let-
ter to Mrs-Montagu, though commeonly to
me 3 most.agreeable amusement. . Whether
1-mmade ‘any mertion of 'Ossige in my last
letter to her, I have forgot ; but there is.-no
harm in saying a good thing twice. It has
always surprised ine to find the discovery of

‘khose: paems :from. the rubbish of antiquity

g6.coolly receivéd in England ; which indi-

\cates, a lamemthble decay of .taste. There

‘is no exoise: for: your countrymen, but that
dhe work:: Was considered - as a fiction and
imiposturb. ‘Remark, that.1 do not com-
prehendithe women ;' it would be injutious,
whem Mrs Montagh - is ‘its ¢champion. Zeal
dor::Ossian, and for the Island in which I
was born, ‘made me seriously think of set-
ting about a vindication of that poet as a
true historian ; and after making many col-
lections from various authors, I have been

successful beyond my hope. Ihave in par-

ticylar, made out, that the manners descri-
bed by Ossian were the genuine manners
o hs éoﬁntry "Suck reﬁned notlons, espe-

’* "~‘“’ ‘éraﬂ With‘feépect t6 ‘the female sex, of ¢ a

pié Tt the firdt stage of society, approaCh
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%0 a minacle; andpet ‘1 have brought evi- cHae.
dence: ofn&e f.d: sufficient “4a datisfy ‘any ——

‘foapuirtial jury. " Fond of the discovery, .1
wrote: to' Macpherson,” mentiening several
imperfections in his edition: of : Ossian, pan-
ticularly the confusion of mames, and: inei-
dents thrown together withaut any -order:;
-and ‘therefore recommending to him a new
edition, arranging the several poems in the
order of time, with a general historical pre-
face, describing all ‘the jpersons:introdueed,
and: shewmg the connection of the different
.events, in rorder :to make the ‘reader ag-
spaninted ‘beforehand with the dramatis pér-
‘sonee, ‘and sleave. uothing ‘it pure pleasure
‘itr: the veadiig of the wexk.’ ;-k:have so
‘suggested to him some smendments of.the
style ; for - though the composition on the
‘whole: is  6xcellent, ::yet cmany paisagds .ave
‘eapsable of.a. hiigher"polish; without lesing,in

' pomt of strength. - Mr Macphiemsorhas ema- -

‘braded myf‘h'mt more reedily than I éxpedt-
éd. But, is there mot:m-paitt-here th- act
‘worthy - of -Mirs. ;Montagu® .-;She- has grent
’w%léﬁt -with. Macphemson 5. axbd her: pargiwill
B, ot :only the enciitiging himl ito! pro-
cee&, butthe pivingohim. pdwich mnd ‘diper-
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Book UL tion about making improvements. . You

' and I will not be the chief actors in this
piece; but even Garrick does ‘not .always
take to himself the capital parts; and it
will give us both hlgh satisfaction to set
our countrymen right in their notions of
Ossian, as the most important discovery
that ever was made in the history of lltera.-
ture, as well as of manners.

“ And now that my mind is roused to
the subject, I would have the new edition
introduced in the most ornameéntal way.
-What would you think of ‘adorning it with
‘a-few copperplates, representing the most
-striking incidents. Ornaments in books are
like ceremonies in religion ; they captivate
the vulgar. If that decoration be resolved

~ on, I undertake .to contribute my mite, by
.suggesting several incidents that will make
. a.figure in historical painting, Whether
-the edition will bear the expence of sych a
«costly embellishment, I cannot judge. But
it seems easy to prevent the risk, by a sub-
scription for: defraying the expence of :the
work thus’ embellished. - T imagine that
many would:be. glad to subscribe, in order
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' to be ranked in a respecable list of people
~ of taste 5, and a cheap purchase it will be to
acquire that character for five or even ten
guineas.

% Take notice, fair Lady, that the great
work is going on, and that you are engaged
to contribute. I say, as Joab did to David,
“ Gather your forces together, lest I take
% the city, and it be called after my name.”

% As the Duke and Dutchess of Gordon
are here just now, I dare not say that you
would have heard from me quite so soon,
but for the opportunity of a frank: Great
events sometimes hang upon little causes.
When her Grace and Lord Kames are to-
gether, Mrs Montagu is seldom 'forgotten.
——Not in form only, but in substance,
your sincere friend, .

| Henry Home.”

¢ The answer to this letter, and to. another
on the same subject, does honour to the abi~
~ lities and discernment of the writer.

125
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" Mrs Montacu to Lord Kauss.

“ My Lorp,
“ Sandleford, October 3. 1'771.
Her opi. & ] am quite .ashamed to..see. how long

?11%“5 your Lordship’s letters. have lain by me un-
asnswered. I received them at Tunbridge,
where writing was prohibited on: gecoumt .of
the waters, which are anti-heliconian, and
confuse and perplex the head. - To give a
worthy -answer to your letters, the genuine
Helicon..would hardly suffice..- It wauld :not
be enough.tosee into futurity, but one iust
bave a view. likewise of the .ages .that. are
pest; and. many: of. them, =las?. were-con
signed to oblivion,.ias fast as thie day or
deeds were done. A tattling, lying gbssip, .
called Tradition, did indeed, : in :ber idle fa-
shion, repeat. same facts, invent others, and
whisper to a new-born generation, in fable,
allégary, and all the modes of story; the tale
of other times.. I have not;less zeal for the
Poems of.-Gusianydhan ifi-I bad, keen horn on
one of his favourite mountains ; and I shall
be very glad to see history confirm all that
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- his poetry has.-set forth. - Your Lordship °*

b 1

says, that these poenis have beén. received —

with coldness in England. I will easﬂy ac~
count to yon for.it, without supposing any
decay of  good taste. .This age is scepticalz

to doubt, is$ now reckoned as much -a mark

of wisdom, as to. know, was thonght so im
former ages. ‘It was prodigiously for the
interest of beaux and fribbles, to get a little
honour far their flimsy judgments, by:.se
easy a method as doubting of the authenti-

city of these poems. To read, mlght have .

hurt their eyes ; to Judge of them was .im-
possible: but as doubt dwells.on the threshe
old of knowledge, they mdy venture to
speak to.the porter, who never will be ad-
mitted to the master of the house.—So Beau
Dapper and Beau Dimple denied -their be-

ing genuine: “ Beaux form'd like Ladies,
% Ladies will beheve »

“ Thus were the poems reJected by many
in the polite world. In the learned world,
one had plighted his poetic faith and love

to Homer ; another to Virgil : all, then, that .

they could allow the Caledonian bard was'a
little transient admiration. Some were af-

/
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fected by national. jealousies : the Scotch;
say they, do not relish our poets, but truly
expect that we should like their ghosts and
trash. The Duke of Nivernois, who s a
man of learning and taste, and as a French-
man, noway mvidious te a Highland bard,
wished much for some evidence from his-
tory of the genuineness of the poems; but
none could be procured. I deo not doubt of
your Lordship being able to do more upon
the subject, than any other person; as in
you (which is rare) application and genius
join : But, in absolute veid, where noob-

jects exist, no glimmering ray appears, there

will be little difference of discernment,

« ¢ Between the mole’s dark curtain, and the lynx's
¢ beam.”

Where exist the records of those ages? Not
even any monuments of art appear. Were
men . civilized, before they were assembled
in large communities? I do not mean to
pun, when I say, there could hardly be civi-

_lity without cities. Can one imagine po-

liteness of manners began before even agri~

-‘c'ulture ? Does Nature operate in other
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modes in Scotland, than in the rest of the ©
- world? Do not the ruins of Palmyra still “——

bear witness to her former greatness? Are
not the pyramids of Egypt witnesses, that
that country was in possession-of arts? How

beautiful are the ruins of Athens! how .

august the ruins of Rome! Three grey
stones, unpolished, uninscribed, were all the
honours the departed hero, or celebrated
bard, expected.for the glorious labours of
bis life. We find only three characters a-
mongst these Highlanders, the Warrior, the
Bard, and the Hunter. As to the fair sex,
I do believe, that, living in a country where

‘the sun is not very ardent, they might be

fair, though they were much exposed to
weather, and certainly must have been ob-
liged to partake of the labours and in-
conveniences of a savage state. But they

-would surely appear fair to Ossian, and to

all his heroes; and the Celtee were re-

-markably regardful of their women. I ima-

gine that Ossian has -given the fine gloss of

‘poetry to a rude age. If there shall be
found any fine edifices, or any testimonies
-of higher improvement, we must begin to
. .VOL. IL - S
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wor It - alter our opinions. . But as to myself, I eve-
dited Ossian the more, because I do not see
any thing m his poems inconsistent with
uncivilized times. The heroes are brave in
the field, hospitable and courteous at a feast.
They 'were not eruel, as absolute savages
are: but I believe our Celtic ancestors were
“not the brutes they have been imagined. |
"do not see any probability, that if the High-
landers had been once a polished people,
they would have returned to barbarism ; as
they were never subdued. The grandchil-
dren of Fingal probably still remain upon
the very mountain where his hall was built.
They are now a fine people, brave, gene-
rous, and hospitable; but the lowest order
is not polished. . I have seen lovely lasses
amongst them, and as fair, I doubt: not, as
Malvina, though indeed she was the daugh-
ter-in-law of a King. I cannot believe they
pulled down towns, to live on the mountains,
nor houses, to dwell in huts, How great

* elegance of form is consistent with-being ex-
‘posed to the sun and wind of summer, and
“with being smoked like bacon, in the winter,
"X do not understand ; nor how great. déli-
cacy of manners subsisted, where all.the
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men and women of a family undressed and -CHAR

slept in the same ap
deed apt to think too meanly of those who

" slo not possess the arts of civil life: for man

i3 a noble creature in himself; and in his
rudest state, he has many perfections. I
was greatly pleased with Mr Macpherson’s
new work. He is in all respects a fine wri-
ter. No one writes the English language
better : and he writes with great judgment,
as well as genius. His account of the laws,
language religion, and customs of the Celte,
is admirsble. I long to hear how your

-Lordship proceeds in. your inquiry into the

age of Ossian. I have always imagined we
were superciliously unjust to our ancestors,
and because they had not our virtues and
our qualities, rashly supposed they had not
any character much above the savage.

« I suppose you are now. at Blair-Drum-

mond, enjoying, in that fine place, the ma-

jestic beauties of the autumn. I am in Berk-

shire, where the character of the country is

soft and pleasing, but without the sublime.

1 bad a great deal of conversation about you
12

ent. . We are in-
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'3“3 ML with Lord Mansfield this ‘summer. - am

. glad to tell you he is-in perfect health. - He
- %as a great’ esteem for your Lordslnp, and
- his edteem, T need' not add, is truly -estis

mable.s I am, my Lord, yours, &c. -
!. s{1F - . E.MONTAGU" .

. 1

" The oprmon ‘which this ingemous Lady ‘

‘séems to have formed of the Poems of Os-
sian,’ is,” ﬁhat judicious medium which lies
‘between the high pretensions of the most

-zealous advocates for the authenticity of
‘those poems, who maintain -in its utmost
“extent their asserted antiquity, the veracity
“of the historical facts, and the fidelity of the
picture of manners, which they display ; and

‘that absolute incredulity which rejects every
‘orle of those pretensions, and stigmatizes
the whole as a modern imposture. She
takes that sober view of the subject, which

a few persons of judgment and candour

adbpted; from the first appearance of those

" poems, and which bids fair at last to be the -
“prevailing sentiment with the dlscermng

‘und unpreJudlced part of the publxc
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. That a great mass of heroic poetry, strong- 1™
1y marked with the sublime, the tender and """"’
the pathetic, had- been current in the High- the inquiry
lands of Scotland, and in Ireland, for several .umu

centuries; poetry; which was rebearsed ‘or
sung by the bards, and which commemora-
ted the battles and exploits of a very ancient
race of men, who inhabited those countries
long before the periods of authentic history :
«+~That when writing .came into use, a part
of that heroic poetry was then committed
4o manuscript, while the greater part still
continued to float,only in the memory, and
thus to pass from one generation of bards to
another, till that order of men had utterly

decayed ; when, of course, it was imperfect-"

ly remembered, and retained only in frag-
ments by a few old men of the last genera-
tion :—That these fragments; much admj-
red, and even venerated by the Highlanders,
had so impressed some persons of taste *,
~ before the time of Macpherson, that they
were at much pains to collect them, and, in

' 13 . :

... ¥ The Reverend Ms A. Pope,‘ Jerom Stone, and ‘others.
‘ . ' Y



134

BOOK III.
Sy ey}

* ' MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE

one instance, to publish a translated speci-

men :—That James Macpherson, some years

" ‘afterwards, having translated a few of those

fragments into English, which attracted the
notice of Dr Blair, Mr John Home, Dr Fer-
gusson, Lord Elibank, Sir Adam Fergusson,
and others of the Scottish men of letters,
‘'was by them sent on a mission to the High-
‘lands and Western Isles, to search for and
collect all of that ancient poetry which he
‘might either find in manuscript, or could
gather from oral recitation :—gnd, that the
result of that search was the recovery of a
‘very large quantity of poetical compositions,
‘which Macpherson put together, translated

‘into English, and published, affirming. it to

‘be a faithful version of the original : These
"are facts which seem now to be ascertained
by every kind of evidence of which the sub-
Ject is capable

Two questions, however, remain.—Fird,
‘Are those fragments which are proved to
have been known for some centuries back,
actually coeval with the events which they
relate, and thus to be relied on as a record
of facts and of manners ?—Secondly, Has
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Macpherson been a faithful editor and transs CHAP.
lator ; or if he has altered his materials and “——

improved upon- his originals, to what extent
has he done so? Both these questions have
been the subject of the keenest controversy,
in which passion and prejudice seem, on
both sides, to have obscured the judgment.

As to the first question, it will be evident
on a very little reflection, that it is impos-

sible, in the circumstances of the .case,- that
it can receive a positive answer. That the

principal events recorded in these poems
are historical facts; and the manners a true
Ppicture, we have no other evidence than the
poems themselves, whose authenticity is in

‘question. But granting this were demon-
-strated from other authorities of authentic

history, what consequence of any import-
ance could we draw from it? The coinci-
dence of a few of the facts with true history,

. and a resemblance of the manners there de~

scribed to those of other rude nations; nay
even the positive testimony of" the best his-

- torians, that such events had actually hap-
" pened, and that such were in reality

14 - .

L cam——




156

MEIMOIRS OF THE LAPE - -

: m DL manners of the ancient Caledonians, would

be no decisive evidence of the. antiquity of
the poems published as the compositions of

‘Ossian. A skilful forger might, and most

probably would, attend to and secure that
coincidence. Neither, on the ether hand,
would a discrepance from the truth, both in,
facts and manners, prove those poems to be
a modern fabrication: the painting might

be imaginary in both these particulars, and

yet the picture ancient. History, no deubt,
is, or ought to be the faithful recorder of
facts; but it is the province of Poetry to
create. Fiction is her undisputed prepoga-
tive; and the greatest poets have indulged
the most in the creations of fancy *. Has
Homer confined himself to historic truth. in

* The province of thie Poet, as discriminated from that of
the Historjan, is well defined by Bacon: « Cim res geste,
“ et evemtus qui verese historie subjiciuntur, non sint ejus

"« amplitudinis in qué anima humana sibi satisfaciat, - preeste
* est Poésis, quee facta magis heroica confingat.—~Quare et
“ meritd etiam divinitatis particeps videri possit Poésis, quin
“ animum erigit, et in sublime rapit; rerum simulacra ad
“ gnimi desideria accommodando, non animum- rebus (quod

- % Ratio facit et Historia) submittendo.”—De :dvg. Sciek

1ib. ii. cap. 13

—_—
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the Hiad and Odyssey; or have the manners c"l‘?’“
and sentiments of his heroes no tincture of “——

poetic embellishment ? But Ossian, it ig ak

leged, has gone beyond Homer in this par- -

ticular ; for the Caledonian heroes far sure
puss the Grecian, in generosity, humanity,
tenderness, and all the nobler virtues. We
geant it. The Highland bard has only ta-

- ken a greater stretch of poetic licence. -But
‘has he taken more than Tasso,~has he ta-
* ken more than Milton? The: absurdity lies

ia the supposjtion that Ossian ever meant to
give a faithful picture elther of facts or. nf
manners*. .. o A

The sceond question, though it admits of
s difference’ of conjectural opinion, is equal-
ly mcapable of a positive. decmon. - The

# But Ossian, it will be said, records the deeds of his fa«
ther, himself, and his own cotemporaries, and here at Jeast
we may expect veracity. No; for Ossian did not assame the
character of the historian, but of the poet. He memt to ex-
sggerate, to immortalize, to deify his heroes: - The Araucana
of Ercilla Cuniga commemorates the poet’s own exploits in a
feal expedltwn which he commmnded, of the Spaniards against
the Peruvians: He is. the hero of hie own poem ; but he scrite
plunottnembelhhlt with & thousand ﬁchons. T

“
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s “'-, niysterious silence of Macphemon while
CT alive; the non-appearance, since his death,
of many of those manuscripts, of which he
was known to have been in the possession ;
the 1mposslbllity of verifying, at the dis-
tance of half a- century, those fraginents
which he collected from the oval recitation
of persons long since dead; all these cir-
cumstances leave the question, as to the
“Kberties taken by the translator, a subject of
doubt, and his conduct a matter of just su-
'spicion. A Committee of thé Highland
iBociety, whose skill in the Gaelic language,
(without which it is equally presumptuous
to form a decisive judgment in this contro-
versy, as for the blind to decide on colours);
and whose sagacity of research eminently
fitted them for the task; who had the best
opportunities for information, and spared
1o labour in acquiring it; and finally, whose
candour and veracity are beyond all que-
‘stion, have pushed this investigation as far
as it can possibly go. The modesty of their
-Report, which is a plain detail of evidence,
without a word of argument, entitles it to
.the utmost’ respect ; and on their belief as
to the conduct of the Translator, it seems
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safe and prudent for those to .rely, who can-
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CHAP,
V.

not boast of possessing their advantages in

the inquiry. “ We are inclined to believe,”
(snys this Committee), « that he (the trans-
lator) “ was in use to supply chasms, and

*'to give connexion, by inserting passages .

“ which he did not find, and to add
“¢ what he conceived to be dignity and de-
“ licacy to the original composition, by
“ striking out passages, by softenmg inci-
“ dents, by refining the language ; in short,
™ by changing: what he considered as too
“ simple or too rude for a modern ear, and

“ elevating what in his opinion was below
“ the standard of good poetry* To what

® In the exercise of this licence, Macpherson has berrowei

. liberally from the sentiments and expressions of the best
poets, ancient and modern, a liberty which, to a certain ex-
tent, has been assumed by the most celebrated of the modern,

-poetical translators from the works of the ancients. Pope, -

in the Postscript to his translation of the Odyssey, acknow-

. ledges that he made considerable use of the style of Milton,
to give dignity and ornument to his own versions of Homer.

« It seems, therefore, to be a very inconclusive argument,
* .which has been so strenuously. urgedbytheopponentsofthe
. .authenticity of Ossian’s Poems, That numberless passages and
_ Ehrases in Macphersons translation have a smhng sumlanv

’
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BdoKill. « degree, however, he exercised these li-

“’berties, it is impossible for the Committee

% to determine. The advantages he pos-

% gessed, which the Committee began its
% _.inquiries too late.to enjoy, of collecting
“ from the oral recitation of a number of
% persons now no more, a very great num-

- % ber of the same poerns, on the same sub

¢ jects, and then collating those different
“ copies-or editions, if they may be so call
“ ed, rejecting what was spurious eor cor-
# rupted in one copy, and adopting from

. % another something more genuine and ex-

# cellent. in its place, afforded him an pp-
“ portunity of putting together what might
« fairly enough be called an original whole,
“ of much more beauty, and with much
« fewer blemishes, than the Committee be-

‘W, atid sometimes an identity with, certain passages il
“phrases to be found in the Hgly Scriptures, in Pope’s Homer,
"Dryden’s’ Virgil, Milton, Thomson, Gray, &c. A similar
exertion of industry may likewise discover many such resem-

. "blances and coincidences of expression in his versions of the

‘Iliad and Odyssey; and the translator of Ossian might have
'freely confessed, that he borrowed from all those sources, to
"improve his translations both ofdzeGaelrcbardandofd!
“Greek.

RETY I
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“ lieves it now possible for any person; or
“ combination of persons, to obtain *.”

Such, it is probable, Wlll be the opinion
formed by a more impartial posterity, .on
the Poems of Ossian; when their history
and merits shall be canvassed by a cooler

judgment, and the prejudices of mankind,

‘though: they may still in some degree at-
4end the question, ghall lose much of - that
force they drew from temporary causes,

' and transitory assqciations,

It was an invariable practice of Lord
Kames, when employed in the composition
of any of those works which he intended
for.the public eye, to direct his researches,
not only to the writings of others, but to
draw out, in conversation with his literary
friends, or by correspondence with. those

- .persons best qualified to instruct him, every

141
CHAP
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Prosecution
of the Au-
thor’s in~
quiries re-
lative to

of Man,

-degree of information he could obtain op

Reparlg"ﬂw Cmmeecfthcﬂgldqadswqf
Soothnd, .appointed to Inguire into the Nature and Authents

sily of the Poems of Ossian ; drawn wp by HENrv Mac-
. RANZIE, Esq. 1805, p. 153. .

a0
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oy the :subject which engaged his thoughts.

-

——

As his letters, therefore, to men of scienoe
were most commonly those of inquiry; and
‘were generally drawn up. in the form of
queries, it fortunately happens, that though
few only of these have been recovered, the
answers of his correspondents supply in a
great measure that want; and give sufficient
information of their contents. Thus, while
ocoupied in collecting materials: for his
Skeiches of the History of Man, and employ-
ed particularly on those parts of his subject
which regard the distinguishing character-

- istics of Man compared with inferior -ani-
" ‘mals ; the nature of instinct, the analogy
-between animals .and vegetables, the power
.of habit, and the alterations it is capable of
‘producing in the external characters of both,

through all their different species; we are
at no loss to discern the train of Lord
Kames’s inquiries, in a correspondence with

- the eminent naturalist I have before-men-

tioned, Professor John Walker, when we find
the latter thus expressing himself with that
amusmg naiveté peculiar to his character,
in a letter of the 18th February 1778 *:

* The reader will ﬁnd this curious and mest instructive
Yetter at NO. IIL. of the Appendix, Letter I.
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“ To raise Monkeys to Men ; to degrade CHAP

Iv.
Men to Monkeys ; to attempt to annihilate, ‘——
or even to extenuate the line of partition

between them, is a reigning. taste in philo-

~.sophy, which gives me great disgust. Lin-

nseus indeed has. long ranked us in the same
order of animals with the Bas : and though

"in this article, I myself perhaps justify his

method as much as any individual of my
species. *, yet I could never look at it with-

* There was but too much truth in this ‘pléasantry of the
worthy Professor. It was his custom for a great part of his
life to indulge himself in nocturnal study ; seldom feeling the
resolution to quit his books and papers till four or five a'dock
in the morning, and of course, passing the better part of the
day in bed : a practice which destroyed a good constitution,
and in the end was attended with the total loss of eye-sight,
for the last six or seven yeers of his life. " "Yet, though thus

~ deprived of the principal source of his enjoyments, and deep-
ly suffering from domestic mlsfortune, the blessings of a well-
regulated mind, an equal temper, a happy flow of enimel
spirits, and a memory rich in knowledgd, -and stored with
amusing anecdotes, not only rendered his conversation de-
lightful to his friends, but supplied the means and power of

still occupying his time with his favourite literary and scien-

tific pursuits. It was but a very few weeks before his death,
that the Author of this Work, (who lost in him [one of his
earliest and most valued fnends). in the course of many pleo-
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out umbrage. He still, however, placed
Man in a genus by himself, at the head of
the system. He stickled a little, indeed,
for combining us with the Oranoutang ; but
finding that the creature had a membrana
nictitans, he allowed him to remain with his
companions. This was well enough: but
his behaviour in his last book is truly pro-
voking. He has there given us a brother-
german,—a Homo Lar, forsooth! some
little scoundrel of a monkey, picked up in
the woods of Macassar; whose very name I
hold in such detestation, that I am pei'sua-
ded I am not a drop’s-blood to him.

“ Let your Lordship pursue the analogy
between Plants and Mankind, as far as you
will, it is not likely I shall be so much of
fended as with my friend Linneeus. I have
been from the cradle, fond of vegetative
life ; and though I like my species, and the
rank I hold in the creation, I declare 1

sant hours passed with him at his beautiful parsonage houu,

and in his garden at Collington, drew' from him various par-
"ticulars of the life and character of their common friend Lord
" Kames, which have served to improve these Memoirs.
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\

would sooner claim kindred to an oak or an ¢¥2*

apple-tree, than to an ape.” b

That the analogy here hinted at by Dr
Walker, between plants and animals, was a
favourite subject of speculation with Lord
Kames, appears from the notice he has oc-
casionally bestowed upon it in more than
one of his works. It pleased his imagi-
nation, and coincided agreeably with that
propensity we discover through the whole
of his philosophy, to.search for final cayses h
in’ every object of creation *., |

- * See at NO. IIL (Letters II. and IIL.) of the Appendix, .
a letter from Lord .KaMEs on this curious subject to Sir
James' Nasmrru, with an excellent answer from that able
man, who was equally respectable for his talents and ace
complishments, as for his private virtues.

_ VOL. IL K
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‘CHAPTER V.

Lard Kames's Sketches of the History of Man.—Plan and
Nature of the Work.—Remarks on Conjectural Hys-
tory.—Progress of Man from Barbariem to Civilisa-
tion.—Government.— Finances.—The new doctrines in

. Political Economy.— Police with respect to tbe Poor.—

* Principles of Morality.— Progress of Morality.—Prin-
ciples of Theology.— Progress of Theology.

BOOK 111 IN 1714, Lord Kames gave to the public
gerches o hi8. Sketches of the History of Man, in two:
oftian > volumes %o - In a short preface, he ex-
- presses his hope, “ that this work, the child

“ of his grey hairs, will survive, and bear

¢ testimony for him to good ‘men, that even -

“ a laborious calling, which left him not

“ many leisure hours, never banished from

“ his mind, that he would little deserve: to

“ be of the human species, were he indiffe-

“ rent about his fellow-creatures: Homo

“ sum : humani nihil a me alienum puto.”
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~——He owns, that  most of the subjects CHAP-
“ he has handled admit only of probable *-_-_-v-—‘

“ reasoning ; that the fear of being misled
“ by such arguments filled him with anxie-
“ ty. and that after his utmost attention,
“ he could but faintly hope, that he had not
“ often wandered far from the truth.” He
intimates that many years ago, and while in
the vigour of youth, he had conceived the
design of collecting materials for a Natural
History of Man ; but that finally, from a
due sense of the boldness of such an'under-
taking, and of the limits of his awn abilities,
he had confined his plsa to the execution
of a few imperfect Sketches. = The work,
-however, thus modestly announced by its
author, though in the form of separate Es-
says or Dissertations, is digested with a con-
siderable degree of systematic regularity in

its plan and arrangement ; and is valuable,
ot only from the great variety of important

.objecta which it embraces, but: for the ge-
nius and ability dtsplayed in their dumus—
sionw . :

. K2 * .
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Book 1r. It is divided into three Books ; in the first
_ Fnand - “of which the Author treats of the progress
tatwork. of Men as individuals; in the second, he
examines their progress in society; and in
. the last, he details the rise and progress of
*  the sciences. These general heads admit of
- many subordinate divisions, which compre-
hend almost every subject that can illustrate
either the moral, political, or economical

history of the species. ]

Under the first division, Lord Kames ex-
amines the question, Whether the apparent
varieties we observe in the figure of man,
and general character of his mind, in diffe-
rent regions of the earth, indicate distinct
races of men, or have proceeded from the
operation of climate, or other circumstances,
altering the external forms and, character of
the human race? He details with accuracy
these differential appearances; and he con-
cludes on this subject, that every argument
from facts would lead to the belief of dis-
tinct races. of men having been originally
created, were not the positive evidence of

\s
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Scripture decisive to the contrary*. To CEAF
this authority he submits himself with de- “~——

ference, and proceeds to account, with great
ingenuity, for the diversities of languages

and of manners, on the basis of the Mosaic -

account of a single race, whose progress and
attainments were uniform; till the disper-
sion and confusion at Babel scattered them
over the face of the earth, reduced them to
the condition of savages, and from the abo-
lition of every trace of past improvements,
made it necessary for each separate. tribe to
form for itself a language, and commence
an original progress from barbarism to civi-
lization. ~

- On the supposition, therefore, of the uni-

versglity of the savage state, Lord Kames

thinks himself warranted to infer, that the

history of the progress of any one rude

people from a state of barbarism to refine-

ment, is, in a great measure, the history of
"k 8

* See some excellent observations on this subJéct by Pro- .
fessor JorN WALKER, in a letter to Lord Kun:s, at No. II,
of the Appendix to this Volume.

v
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the species ; and, that in defect of the au-

~ thentic records of ‘any putlcular nation

marking distinctly this progress in a con-
nected chain, it is allowable to draw from
every quarter such facts as are illustrative of
manners, habits of life, prevailing customs,
ideas of morality, or the origin of arts and

_improvements, and *adopt them without

scruple as documents of the general history
of Man. Of such facts the author has, with
great industry, accumulated a very ample
gollection : nor is the ingenuity less conspi-
cuous with which he has classed and com-
bined them, so as to form from the whole,
a luminous, skilful and systematic .delines

"ation of the progress of the human race, and

the various improvements in. the condition
of society.

- From this general view of the Author’s
mode of reasoning, it is evident, that a con-
siderable. part .of the work must consist of
that sort of inquiry which has been properly
termed, Theoretic or Conjectural History *,

TSIt N

® See suprd, Val. I. p.279.. Nete regarding .the writivgs
of Professor MiLLAR. -
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a species of investigation admirably fitted to CHAP-
display the ingenuity of the writer; and in “——

so far interesting to the reader, as it sug-
gests a variety of curious speculations on
the general principleso f human nature, and
on those common laws of our moral consti-
tutlon, which lead to the origin of arts and
sciences, the improvement of manners, and
by a gradual progress to all the refinements
of social life. It must be owned, however,
that as the basis on which such theories are
built is always to be suspected, from the
very scanty information which is to be ob-
tained from authentic history, relative to the
rude periods of society; and the slender
faith which is due to the relations of travel-
lers, often superficial observers, prone to the
marvellous, or careless of verifying extra-
ordinary accounts; there is occasion for
- much caution in giving our assent to any
important conclusions deduced from such
uncertain premises. To readers of a meta-
physical tyrn, and even to those of a lively
imagination and sanguine temperament, who
are caught by a beautiful and artful hypo-

- thesis, such inquiriés afford the highest pleaA -

x4
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Book 1L gyre ; while by the more sober,. cautious,
yet penetrating intellect, they are received

with jealousy, scrutinized with phlegm, and
in the end coldly laid aside, as airy, vague,
and unsubstantial speculations.

It will be very evident that these remarks,
whether just or otherwise, can only apply to

such parts of this elaborate work, as consist -

of that species of reasoning above alluded

- to, and which is employed particularly in

accounting for the earliest lmprovements in
the social order, when man is just emerging
from barbarism, and when the.records of his
history are few and uncertain. But the
Sketches of the sttory of Man, comprise a
variety of ingenious disquisitions on the
mast important topics of Moral Philoso-
phy, Politics, Economics and Legislation, of

which the da @ are alike abundant, as their

authority and certainty are unquestionable.
On these interesting subjects, the talents
and industry of the Author have fyrnished
a great body of useful information ; while

the hangd of a master, is every where conspi-
" cuoys, in the Jud.lCIOIlS arrangement of his
materials, and in the _ﬂkl]l‘Wlth which they
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are combined, to form separate treatises on
the various topics of inquiry; yet all bear-
ing relation to each other, as the parts of a
general system.

Thus, the. arrangement appears easy and
natural, when, after treating of the progress
of men with respect to Food and Population,
or the general doctrines which regard the
preservation and continuance of the species,
the next step in thé inquiry relates to the

153

CHAP,
V.

Progress of
Man from

to civiliza-
tion.

origin of Property; which being once ac-

~ knowledged, a foundation is laid for a most

natural exercise of that right, in exchange

or barter, which is the beginning of Com- -

merce. A people thus far advanced, must
have made some progress in the Useful
Arts: A gradual improvement in the pro-
ductions of these, leads easily to the Fine
Arts, which give exercise to Taste. The
advancement of Manners keeps pace with
the arts: but the State of Women, in all na-
tions, reciprocally influences and is influen-
ced by the progress of manners. As thé
arts and manners are improved, Luxury in-
creases, which, within due bounds, contri-

butes to the highest enjoyment of social
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life, but, carried to an extreme, produces
the corruption and final dissolution of s
State,

Such is the Author’s plan in the first of
the three great divisions of his work ; and
the arrangement of the others is equally na-
tural and perspicuous.

The Second Book embpraces the Author’s
doctrines on the subjects of Government,
Finances, and Political Economy.

In his general views of Government, his
comparison of the different forms, in point

of advantages and defects, his delineation of

the progress of States from small to great,
and the revefse, the Author adopts many of
the doctrines of Montesquieu, though with-
out a servile adherence to his opirions,
which, in several instances, are more spe-
cious than solid. In estimating the compa-
rative merits of the different forms of Go-
vernment, Lord Kames proposés a criterion
which pleases at first-sight, from its  simpli-
city : That, that form is the best which
tends most to nourish the épirit of patrio-

[ ——
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tism. Yet, may it not be questioned, whe- CEAP.
ther the patrlotlc spirit, ‘though certainly ——

incapable of a vigorous existence, where
the condition of the subject is unh'appy from
the tyranny of his governors, be in every
case a measure of his positive happiness and

prosperity ? Patriotism was no where so -

vigorous as in the Lacedsemonian Republic:
yet surely the condition of man cannot,
with truth, be affirmed to have been either
really dignified or prosperous under that
extraordmary institution, which encouraged,

in some instances, a breach of the moral

duties ; and which extinguished even the
natural affections, those prime sources of
human enJoyment, and ﬁrmest bonds of the
social union.

On the subject of Finances, the Author’s
observations are highly worthy of attention.
They unfold those general principles re-
garding the public revenue, which are inte
resting alike to the Statesman and Legisla-
tor, whose province it is to direct the raising
of those supplies which furnish it, and to
the individuals from whose property they
are to be drawn. . On this subject, one ge-
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neral observation of the Author cannot be
too earnestly inculcated ; That Taxes are
never of an indifferent nature to the public
good ; they are either positively advanta-
geous, or positively detrimental : they are
not unfrequently more oppressive to indi-

'viduals than beneficial to the public. On

- the other hand, it is possible, for the most

part, so to frame them, that what is taken
immediately from the individual, shall be
more than repaid to him, by the general ef-
fect of the tax in the promotion of industry,
manufactures and commerce. Agreeably
to these enlarged notions, the Author can-
vasses the nature and effects of many of the
existing taxes under our own government ;

-adverts occasionally to the policy of other

nations in similar articles of finance; and
exposes the errors into which Statesmen
have fallen, from the influence of narrow
views of supplying the coffer of the State in
the most simple and expeditious manner,
though by expedients which exhaust the
springs of future revenue, in as much as
they discourage particular branches of in-
dustry, and thus sap the foundations of the
pational wealth,
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. In the disquisitions of Lord Kames on CHAF
. these and other subjects of political eco- ——
~ nomy, the intelligent reader will be suffi- d5inesin
~ ciently aware, that he is not to look for that eo=omy.
~ system which has of late obtained a very
" general prevalence, and of which the prac-
tical influence has been extensively felt, in
~ various new arrangements, particularly of
commercial policy, in our own, and some of
~ the continental kingdoms of Europe. Mr
Smith’s elaborate work on The Wealth of
Nations, which first 'completely unfolded
those-doctrines, was ‘not published till twe
' years, after the appearance of the work of
Lord Kames. To the writings of QuEsNar,
Turcor, and others of the French econo-
mists, he was altogether a stranger; and
although the Political Essays of his friend
David Hume, which perhaps gave the first
hint of that enlarged policy with regard to
the freedom of trade, which forms the basis
of the new system, were certainly known to
him ; yet as these novel opinions are thrown
out by that ingenious writer rather in the
way of doubts regarding the prevailing doc-
trines of commerce, than as actually substi-
tuting a wiser and better policy in their.
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BOOK NI gtead, it is no wonder that his notions, how-
ever rational, were not sufficiently authori-
tative either with the partizans of the old
commercial system, or with such men as
had been long accustomed to form opinions
for themselves.

Yet it is pleasing to remark, and it af-
fords indeed am additional presumptien in
favour of the new doetrines, that their ge-
neral principles stand acknowledged even
by those who had no suspicion of* their ex-
‘tensive application, or the changes they
were destined to jproduce on the actual ar-
rangements of commercial policy ; and who
perhaps would have resisted those changes -
as rash and empirical experiments: Thus
Lord Kames, in his Sketch on the Origin
and Progress of Commerce, maintains the
following enlightened doctrine with regard
to the jealousies concerning the balance of
trade : “ How ignorantly do people struggle
“ against the necessary connexion of causes
“ and effects. If money do not overflow,
“ a commerce in which the imports exceed
£ in, value the exports, will soon drain s
“ nation of its money, and put an emd'to
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- “ industry. Commercial nations, for that CHEAF
“ reason, struggle hard for a favourable ba- v~

“ lance of trade; and they fondly imagine
~ “ that it cannot be too favourable. If too

- “ advantageous to them, it must be djsad-

“ vantageous to those they deal with; which
“ proves equally ruinous to both. They
“ foresee, indeed, but without concern, im-
“ mediate ruin to those they deal with ; but
“ they have no inclination to foresee, that
“ ultimately it will prove equally ruinous
“ to themselves. It appears to be the in-
“ tention of Providence, that all nations
“ should benefit by commerce, as by sun-
“ shine; and it is so ordered, that an un-
“ equal balance is prejudicial to the gainers,

“ aswell as to the losers: the latter are imme- -

“ diate sufferers ; but not less so ultimately

“ are the former. This is one remarkable

“ instance, among many, of providential
“ wisdom in conducting human affairs, in-
“ dependant of the will of man; and fre-
“ quently against his will. An ambitious
“ nation, placed' advantageously for trade,
“ would willingly engross all to themselves,
“ and reduce their neighbours to be hewers

“ of wood and dsawers of water.. - But an’
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invincible bar is opposed to such avarice,
“ making an overgrown commerce the
“ means of its own destruction. The com-
“ mercial balance, held by the hand of Pro-
“ vidence, is never permitted to preponde-
“ rate much to one side ; and every nation
“ partakes, or may partake, of all the com-
« forts of life *.”

- The consonance of these observations

-with the doctrines of the author of The

Wealth of Nations, is very remarkable.

“ Nothing, (says Mr Smith 1), can be
“ more absurd than the prevailing doctrine
“ of the Balance of Trade, on which almost

“« all the regulations of commerce are found-

“ ed. When two places trade with one
“ another, this doctrine supposes, that if
“ the balance be even, neither of them ei-

¢« ther loses or gains; but if it leans in any

“ degree to one side, that one of them loses
“ and the, other gains in proportion to its.

® Skeiches of the History of Mas, Book 1. Sketeh 1v.-
+ Wealth of Nations, Book tv. Chap, iit. .,
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 declension from the exact .equilibriam. -CEA®.
“ Both suppositions .are false. That trade “——
“ which, without force or. constraint, is na~

“ turally and regularly carried on between -
“ any two places, is always advantageous,

“ though not always equally so, to both.—

“ By such maxims as these, nations have
“ been. taught, that their interest con-
-“ sisted in beggaring all their neighbours.

“ Each nation has been made to look with

“ an invidious eye upon the prosperity of
“ all the nations with which it trades, and

“ to consider their gain as its own loss.

“ Commerce, which ought naturally to be
“ among nations, as among individuals, a

“ bond of union and friendship, has be-
“ come the most fertile source of dis-
¢ cord and animosity. The same maxims

% which would direct the sense of one, or
“ ten,-or twenty individuals, should regu-

“ late the judgment of one, or ten, of
“ twenty millions, and should make a whole

* nation regard the riches of its neighbours

“ as a probable cause and occasion for itself

* to acquire riches.—The modern maxims

% of foreign commerce, by aiming at the
VoL m, L -
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Boox 11, « jmpdverishment of all our neighbours, so

“ far as they. are capable of producing their

“ intended effect, tend to render that very

“ commerce insignificant and contemp-
“ tible *.” |

* While acquiescing fn the general solidity of these dot»
trines, I would not be uhderstood as hazarding any opinios
of my own, on a subject which I have always considered as

of the utmost intricacy; I mean, to what extent some of those

principles, which are the foundation of the reasonings of Mr
Simith, and other economical writers of the same school, may
with safety be carried. That they are not to be pushed to an
extent so unlimited as that ingenious writer contends for, I
think we must be convinced from actual experience; whieh has
proved the riecessity, in certain emergencies, for some restries
. Aiens on that freedom of disposal, which in general every man
ought to have of his wealth and talents. It may be perfectly
true, that the pnce of industry, and of all its fruits, if left ens
tirely free, will, Mke water, arrive in time at its jyst level;
but it is equally true, that this process of nature, though sure,
may be so slow, that a nation shall in the mean time suffer

. all the misery of famine, from the selfish schemes of ill-direc-

ted avarice. Can'it'be denied, that it is the duty of a wise

“Giovernment, fn'its'care of the common weal; to use its powers

for the ‘prevention of so formidable an evil ; though it should

-thereby impose a temporary restraint on the rights of indi-

viduals? %'he piirallel which an able writer has drawn be-

- ween'tie bpinions‘ of Turcor and Neckem on this impor

tant subject, ‘appears to me to be the result of a sound judg,
ment, and to contain inuch matter for serious consideration,

Y
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Of Lord Kames's speculations on political ©BAP-
ecanomy, there are none more deserving of '--v—‘

olice with

attention than those which respect the pro- mpect to
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“ Turgot traitoit en maladie chronique I'épuisement et la
ruine des finances et du crédit. La sagesse de son régime,
ses moyens d’amélioration, les encouragemens et les sou-
lagemens qu’ils donnoit & I'agriculture, la liberté rendue au
commerce et 4 I'industrie, ne promettoient que des succés
lents, et que des ressources tardives, lorsqu'il y avoit des
besoins urgens aux quels il falloit subvenir. Son systéme
de liberté pour toute espéce de commerce, n'admettoit dans
son étendu, pi restriction, ni limites ; or, & I'égard de T'ali-
ment de premiére necessité, quand méme cette liberté ab-
solue n’auroit eu que des périls momentanés, le risque de
laisser tarir ‘pour tout un peuple les sources de la vie,
n’étoit point un hazard & courir sans inquiétude. L’obsti-
nation de Turgot & écarter du commerce des grains toute
espéce de surveillance, ressembloit trop 4 I'entitement.
——Turgot, pour le commerce, I'industrie -et Fagricul-
ture ne pouvoit seuffrir le. régime réglémentaire de Col-
bert ; il regardoit comme un droit imhérent & Ja propriété,
une liberté sans réserve de disposer, chacun & son gré, de

son bien et de ses talens; il vouloit qu'on lnissht Yimtérdt
personnel se consulter lui-méme, et secondume, persuadé
qu'il se conduiroit bien, es que de I'action réciproque des
intéréts particuliers résulteroit le bien général. Necker,

* plus timide, pensoit que Yimtérét, dans presque tous les

L]
€

(14

hommes, avoit besoin d'8tre conduit et modéré; qu'en at-
tendant qu'il et regus les lécons de Yexpérience, il seroit
bon d’y suppléer par la sagesse des réglemens; que ce
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visions for:the maintenance of the Poor. T
enter not into the different opinions which

“ n'étoit point 4 la cupidité privée, qu'il falloit confier le soin
“ du bien publique; que si, pour la tranquillité et pour la
¢ gureté d’'une nation entiére, la liberté civile, la libert¢ mo-
¢ rale, devoient étre réstreintes et soumises 4 des loix, il
“¢ étoit juste aussi, que la liberté du commerce ptt étre mo-
« dérée et méme suspendue toutes les fois surtout qu'il y al-
¢ loit du salut commun ; que la propriété des biens de pre-
¥ miére nécegsité n’étoit pas assez absolument individuelle,
¢ pour donner & une partie de la nation le droit de laisser
« périr l'autre ; et qu'autant il seroit injuste de tenir ces
‘“ biens 4 vil prix, autant il le seroit & les laisser monter &
 une valeur excessive ; qu'enfin, laisser le riche avare dicter
“ au pauvre avec trop d’empire la dure loi de Ia nécessité, ce
¢ seroit mettre la multitude a la merci du petit nombre, et
& qu'il étoit de la sagesse et du devoir de I'administration
“ de tenir entre eux la balance.

© ¢« L’avarice, disoit Turgol, ne sera point b.cn;indre, ol
¢ regnera la liberté ; et le moyen d’assurer I'abondance, c'est.
¢ de laisser aux objets de commerce une pleine circulation. -

 Le blé sera cher quelquefois ; mais la main-d'ceuvre sera

K chereauasi,ettoutwammaumveau

Quand le prix du blé mantera progresswement, dxsoxt
¢« Necker, sans doute il réglera le prix de lindustrie, et de
“ tous les salaires, et personne n’en souffrira; mais quand
“ le blé¢ s'élevera subitement & ume valeur excessive, lg
« peuple aura long tems & souffrir avant que tout soit de ni-
“ vean.”—Oeuvres de MARMONTEL ; Me(notrca d'tm Plnq
pour U Instruction de ses Fils, tom. iii.

“~
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‘have been entertained. on this imliqrtant

subject ; but shall merely exhibit an outline
of his particular doctrines. .

The support of those who are truly neces-
sitous from disease or calamity ; who have
the will, but not the power to labout, is &
duty not less enforced by religion, than by
moral obligation, and the feelings of huma-
nity. In England this duty is strongly felt,
but an unwise policy has directed the pro-
visions for discharging it. The English
poor-laws are both unjust and oppressive.
It is injustice, when the frugal and industri-
ous are taxed to maintain the idle and the

. worthless. It is oppression, when much

greater sums are levied than go to the sup-

port of the poor, and the surplus is abused

to enrich the collectors and overseers. The

poor-rates of England amounted, in Dr Da-

venant’s time, to £ 700,000 a-year; they

now extend to near three millions*. The
L3

* They were said to amount, in the year 1801, a season of
‘scarcity, to the enormous sum of ten millions.
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2o I notorious abuses attending their collection
and application, have the worst effect on the
mind of the people: they exasperate them
against their rulers, and encourage the be-
lief that all taxes are misapplied. From
the same source proceed evils of still great-
er magnitude: depopulation, idleness, pro-
fligacy, and the extinction of the humane
affections. To avoid a continually increa-
sing burden, proprietors of land drive the
poor out of their parishes ; cottages are de-
molished, marriage discouraged, husbandry
and manufactures impeded from the scarci-
ty of ‘hands, and every parish is at war with

- its neighbours concerning pauper-settle-
ments and removals. The price of labour,
which, in Scotland, is always near a level,
varies in England not only in every county,

; but almost in every parish. In England,
every man, if he chooses, may be idle; for
the parish provides for him: this security
makes him rate his wages as high as he
pleases ; for he knows that, though wanting
occupation, he can never starve. Thus the
first motive to industry, the fear of want, is
entirely removed : idleness ensues, with -its
inseparable attendants, profligacy, disease,
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and misery. The immoral effects of these FHAP-
unwise institutions are not canfined to theiy “——

immediate objects. The man who is net
ohliged to work for his children ¢eages to
have a. regard for them; and they who do
not depend on. his industry for their sup-
port, and who see their parent idle and a
profligate, lose. for him. all natural affaction.
The privats charities of individuals are rer
strained by the grievanee of the puyblic tax,
general humanity is weskened, and a cold
and hardened selfishness predeminates.

Of the varions proposals for remedy of
the evils attending the poor-laws, as they
stand at present, none have hitherto been
found effectual. The good palicy of hospi-
tals is extremely doubtful; withess those
for the reception of prostitutes : one relieves
them when pregnant ; another cures them
of disease; a third makes them welcome
when they are worn out, and no longer fit
for their occupation. What are all these,
but.so many legal encouragemants to proe
ticutipn ? and they are known to hisve that
wffect. The hospital for foundlings is yet
L L4
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more pernicious in its consequences: while

it prompts to debauchery, it mines the prin-
ciple of natural affection. In some eoun~
tries it is 8 Golgotha of the human race; a

third of the infants born. in Paris are-sent -

to the Enfans trowvés, where they perish
through mismanagement and corrupted air.
Infants exposed must be taken care of : .but
let there be no premium for exposing them.
~——Some institutions of this nature, how-
ever, -are wise in their principle, and bene-
ficial in their effects: An hospital for Or-

phans, - if properly regulated, like that of

Edinburgh; an hospital for the:sick and
wounded:; an hospital for the decayed sea-

~ man and soldler, who have faxthﬁllly served

their -country ; all these are wise, humane,
and useful institutions.

But: for that nhumerous class who - are

. ‘inerely indigent, is it impossible to devise

any legal establishment which shall not. be

~ “pernicious ? The Author inclines to that

opinion; and chiefly for this reason, That

"as -no distinction can, under such public
_provisions, - be made between virtue and
- vice, they are in reality-a premium for idle-
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neéss He asks, By what unhappy prejudice
are we led to suppose, that the Almighty,
so provident otherwise of the welfare of his
creatures, has abandoned the poor to perish,
unless the laws shall interfere to support
them? Compassion, natural to the human
race, is, in his opinion, abundantly sufficient
to enforce this obligation. It points to
every man the objects, and directs the mea-~
sure of his bounty. Voluntary charity sup-
ports the humane affections, and strengthens
the tie of sympathy between the poor and the
rich, the prosperous and the unhappy ; where
compulsive provisions freeze the source of
affection, and break that bond of nature.

169.
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The third division of the Author’s work Frincipies

unfolds his views of the Principles and Pro-

gress of Reason, of Morality, and of Theo-
logy.- All human knowledge, in his opi-
nion, is either infuitive or discursive. Un~
der the former description, is comprehend-
ed every thing that we derive from a single
act of perception; as the knowledge acqui-
red by means of the senses; and the con-
wviction we have of the truth of many ab-
stract. but simple propositions ; as the belief
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BOoK Il of' oyr own existence, and that of the mate-
rial world: Under the latter division is. com-
tained every thing which requires that pro-
cess of the mind termed Reasoning ; which
leads, by certain intermediate steps, to the
proposition that is to be made evident. The
external senses attain much sooner to .pen-

' fection than the internal; and the know-
ledge derived from the former, is both more
quickly aequired, and more certain, than

. what is derived from the latter. Reason is
of slow grawth ; it is subject to various im-~
pediments, which retard its progress; and
the - accurate knowledge of these impe-
diments, in order to their removal, is the
most effectual means to promote its ad-

~ vancement. To enumerate these with. pre-
cision, is therefore a principal ;part of the
- Author’s design ; and he presents a very
instructive; though a very mortifying eata-
logue of those singular aberrations of the
humean understanding ; those false doctrines
and opinions, which, at different periods,
have maintaihed an extensive prevalence
‘with mankind, and retarded the progress of
reason in the search of truth. These hawe
-their ‘origin in those prejudices, or wyong
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biases of the understanding, which Lord Ba- CHAP.
eom, in his fanciful language, has termed the “——

Idels of the mind* ; and which he has been
most successful in his endeavour to destroy,

"by a fair exposition of thdir pernicious influ-

ence. . To that great genius, likewise, the
world iz indebted for the demolitionof the an-
cient sehool-dialectics ; and for substituting
in their room, the only certain guide to the
discovery of truth, or, as he called it, a new

organ, or instrument of knowledge,—the .

mode of discovery by Induction and Expe-
riment. Before his time, philosephy was
fettered by forms and syllogisms. The lo-
gics of Aristotle held the human mind in
bondage for nearly two thousand years; a
miserable jugglery, which was fitted to ren-
der all truth problematical, and which dis-
seminated a thousand errors, but never

brought to light one useful piece of know-

ledge.

# Idols of the Tribe, the Den, the Market, and the
Theatre.—See De Augmeniis Scientiarum, Eb. v. cap: iv.
sogt 8o - . ' ’ '
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- But this extraordinary fabric of delusion,
is, in itself, a very curious object of investis
gation. There must be merit, of one sort

~ or another, in that system; which could

maintain an influence so lasting and so uni+
-versal. It is, therefore, with much proprie-
ty, that the Author, in an Appendix to the

-Sketch on the Progress of Reason, has given

a complete analysis of the Logics of Ari
stotle, compiled with great gkill and preci-

. -sion by his ingenious friend, Dr Reid. In

Principles
of Morality,

lity.

this delineation, we contegmplate, with a
‘mixed emotion of wonder and regret, a
system which is the combined effort of wis-
‘dom and of folly; and :which, in the apt
comparison of Lord Kames,  displays, like
the Pyramids of Egypt, or the hanging gar-

-dens of Babylon,. an incredible waste of ge-

nius and labour, to no purpose of real uti-

In the speculations of Lord Kames on
the subject of Morals, we find the same
train of thought and reasoning which forms
the substance of his Essays on Morality and
Natural Religion; but the doctrines are
here given with greater amplitude, and are
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more ‘systematically dlgested than in that
earlier work.

- The ‘fundamental principles of morality
are laid down with precision, and are shewn
to have their origin in a few simple laws of
the human constitution. The perception of
the qualities of right and wrong in voluntary
actions, which is the foundation of the mo-
ral conduct of man, is intuitive. It de=
pends not on reason ; for those qualities are
perceived antecedently to all investigations
of the reasoning faculty; and supposing
them hid from our perception, we could
never discover them by a train of reasoning.
They are the objects of a particular sense,
called the Moral Sense. That every indivi-
dusl, whose constitution i3 not imperfect, is
endued with this sense, more or less dis-
tinct, is as certain as that he possesses the

senses of seeing and hearing. The instino-'

173
CHAP
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tive nature, and therefore the certainty, of

the moral sense, is the foundation of Lord
Kames's phllosophy

- He allows, that the prevalence of some
, very erroneous ideas of morality in different
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nations, and in different periods of society,

- affords a proof, that the moral sense has not

been equally perfect at all times, and in all
countries : but he argues, that this no more
concludes against the uniform certainty of
that principle of -our nature, than a vitiated
percaption, occasionally observable with re-
spect to the ohjects of the external senses,
a faulty taste in the productions of the fine
arts, or a8 monstrous birth among the pro-
ductions of the animal world, would infer
the uncertainty of the corresponding laws of
Nature with respect to those perceptions or
objects. Without this uniformity of the
moral sense, men would be unqualified for
soctety 3 they could have no confidence in
each -other’s faith ; discord would be uni-
versal ; and laws could have ne obligation.

Thus, founded on intuitive perception,
and umiversal in its influence, the moral

‘sense, or Conscience, is the voice of Gon

within us, constantly admonishing us of eur
duty, and requiring from us no other exer-
cise of ‘our faculties than attention merely.
By one branch of this sense, we are taught
what we ought to do, and what we ought
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mot to do ; by another, what we may do, or CHAF
deave undone. But society would be im- “——

pevfeot, if the moral sense stopped here

A third branch of this great law of our na-
sure informs us, that we are accountable for
our conduct to our fellow-creatures; and
Jastly, it teaches us with equal certainty,
that we are accountgble to our Maker.

Su¢h ‘are the outlines of Lord Kames’s
~ System of Morality. A standard being thus
- established for regulating the moral conduct
of man, the Author proceeds to- investigate

. those various principles which are the mo-

tives-of human -actions, of which the pro-
priety -or impropriety is to be determined

by that standard : And it is in this detail of

she motives of our conduct, thathe has been
censured by some philosophers for multi-
plying - unnecessarily the instinctive prin-
ciples of our nature. . This ohjection I for-
merly noticed, in treating of the Author’s
Besuys on- Morality and Natural Religion * ;
and I have little to observe in addition to

— —y

* Sce supra, Book I. Chap. v. vol, i. p. 183.
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the remarks already made on that subject.

‘Lord Kames may possibly in a few instances

have erred, in ascribing to separate prin-
ciples of our nature, some phenomena which

‘might with more propriety have been class-
ed under the same general law. Thisis a

censure which has been applied by Dr
Priestley and others, to Reid, Beattie, and,
in general, to what has been termed the
Scotch School of Philosophy. But the er-
ror, if in truth it be one, is of very small
importance. It is much less hurtful to the
progress of knowledge, than the opposite ex-
treme of rash and superficial generalization.
It is well observed by an acute philosopher,

« That the obvious tendency of the latter,

“ is to withdraw the attention from the
« study of particular phenomena; while -
« the effect of the former, is only to detdin
“ us in this- preliminary step a little longer
“ than is absolutely necessary *.”

From a detail of the Principles of Mora.
lity, Lord Kames proceeds to delineate its

. Lsfeqf'Dr‘Rdd, bylfmfeuor D. STEWART, p. 94 .
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progress, from'its infancy among savages,to CHAP
its..maturity among polished nations.-- In ——

this imvestigation, we perceive the moral
.sense, like our other senses external and in-
ternal, weak at first and imperfect, and gra-
dually acquiring strength, like them, from
experience and culture. The ‘' progress is
similar in nations and in individuals. “ The
% savage state is the infancy of a nation,
# during which- the moral sense is feeble,
* yielding to custom, to imitation, and to
$ passion. Hatred and revenge, the great
# obstacles to moral duty, raged without
% controul, while the privilege of avenging
“ wrongs was permitted’ to individuals.
“ But hatred and revenge yielded gradually
“ to the pleasures of society, and to the
& growing authority of the moral - sense;
“.and benevolent- affections prevailed over
“ the dissocial passions. In the progress
" % from maturity to a declining state, a na-
“ tion differs widely from an individual.
% Old age, puts an end to the latter; there
“ are many causes that weaken the former;

“ but old age is none of them ; -if it be not

“ in a metaphorical sense. ' Riches, selfish-
YOL. I M o
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Boo! " % ¢ ness, and luxyry, .ope the diseases they

: “ wepken -prosperuys. nations. These dier

“ eases following eqch other in a train, con-

“ rupt, the heart, dethrone the moms} pRNBE,

f‘ and make an anarchy in the soul. ‘Such

“ are the out]ines of the progress of mors.

s lity, ﬁ'@,‘n birth te-burial *.” —In this

braneh of his. sulject, the Author founds

every step of his reasoning upon.the evi-

dence of historical facts; referring for the

most part to the authorities an which they

rest, and thus making ‘the reader himself

the judge of the weight and credijt to be

ascribed to them, apd.of their aptitude.to
support his speculative conclysions .

Pisces  The Iast division of the work ewpbroces
o the Prmcz_ples and Progres: A - Thaalogy.
In this 1mporta.nt inquiry, althobgh the

- i

* Skolches ofu.; Hiakory of Man, Book 1n. Sk, 2.0 .

+ It must be owned however,. tbat the Author is not ﬂlf
ways 80 careful in this respect as he ought to have beens
“Manj- ‘acts which occurred in the course‘of his reading, seem
46 have been-enéred in his oommon-plnoe book: withouys.re
ference to the authors from whom they are taken, . _ ...

A4
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Author’s propensity to multiply instinctive °%A®
principles is visible in the very first step of “——

his investigation, the erron, (for it is palpa~
biy such), is not of any serious consequence
to the subsequent reasoning. It matters
little whether .that maest important of all
truths, the existence of a Deity, rest for its
evidence upon an innate sense, common to
man with the ordinary affections of . his na-
ture, or whether it be the result of a process
of reasoning sa simple, as to present itself
invariasbly to the mind, with the first deve-
lopement of its rational pawers. The latter
was the Author’s opinion, in common with
other philosaphers, when he treated this
subject in his early work, the Essays on Mo-
rality and Natural Religion: And it were
certainly to be wished that he had preser-
ved an yniformity of sentinrent, rather than
indulged a new supposition ; which, though
not, at variance with the other, is liable to
the strongest objections, and has, therefore,
all the impropriety that attends the defence
'pf a good gause by a weak argument *. On
M2

® What is here said refers to the early editions of the Es-
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due consideration, every thinking mind must
be convinced, that the existence of a Deity is
not a proposition, resting on'a similar basis
with the evidence of our personal identity, or
our belief of the existence of external objects,
or in other words, an intuitive proposition.
It is the result of & process of reasoning;
but that of the simplest kind, and founded
on premises which are self-evident, and be-
long to the class - of first principles. The
reasoning is no more than this: Every thing
which has had a beginning of existence
must have had a cause: and a combination
of means adapted to produce a great variety
of useful ends, lmphes wisdom, power and
benevolence,

It is the more surprising, that the acute
understandmg of the Author should have
failed to perceive the complete sufficiency
of this moral evidence for the existence of a
Deity, and should have thought it necessary
to call in the weak aid of a disputable prin-
ciple, when we find him employing one of
the most beautiful illustrations that is any

says on Morality ; for, in the third edition of that work, the
Author adopts the notion of an intuitive sense of Deity.



AND WRITINGS OF LORD.KAMES, 181

-where to be met with, of that simple and CFAP-
natural process of reasoning, which operates “——'
even in the rudest minds to produce this
universally diffused belief. He relates, on
the -evidence of Crantz, in his History of
Greendand, the following conversation be-
tween a native of that country and a Danish
Tmissionary. “ It is true,” (says the Green-
lander), “ we were ignorant heathens, and
“ knew little of a God, till you came. But
“ you must not imagine, that no Green-
¢ lander thinks about these things. . A ka-
“ jak, (a Greenland boat), with all its tackle
“ and implements, cannot exist, but by the
¢ labour of man; and one who does not
¢ understand it; would spoil it: But the
“ meanest bird requires more skill than the
“ best kajak ; and no man can make a bird.
“ There is still more skill required to make
“ 3 man: By whom then was he made?
“ He proceeded from his parents, and they
% from their parents. But some must have
“ been the first parents : Whence did. they
. % proceed? Common report says that they
“ grew out of the earth: If, so, why do not
“ men still grow out of the,cari;h? And
- ‘ u3 F P TRy

* >
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“ from whence came the earth itself, the
“ sun, the moon, the stars? Certainly there
“ mustbesomeBemgwho made all these

“ thmgs, a Being more wise than the wisest
"% man.”

If the belief of a Deity could thus arise,

. by so natural and simple a chain of reason-

ing, as would occur at least to the greater

‘number of rational beings, éven in the
-Tudest period of society, how could the Au-

thor feel himself at a loss to account for the
universal diffusion of that belief among
mankind ; since the weakest and the most
ignorant would, from that very igmotance
and weakness, be the more prone to adopt
implicitly, and acquiesce with reverence in,
the belief of the wiser ?

But admitting, as we certainly must do,
that the fundamental proposition, the ex-
istence of a Deity, is sufficiently proved,
although the Author may have called in to
his aid a superfluous and weak: argument,
every stép in the succeeding deduotion is
traced by him with consummate skill and
precision. We pereeive distinctly the ns-
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tural progress of human opmlon mth re- CHAP
wpect to-the Deity; us influenced ut first by —

she: condition of rude and uninstructed man,
wnd debused ar improved by the operation
of those circumstances which either retard
or advance his civilization, and the enlarge-
ment of his mental powers. The doctrine sof
Polytheism, the first stage in tude Theo-
logy ; the belief of malevolent deities; of
‘distinct orders of good and evil deities ; of
such as partake of the human’ passions, and
are like them of a mixed cheracter, of good
and evil; are all.the result of the condition
of that society in which ‘they are obseived
to prevail. Even after mankind have arri-
ved at that degree of improvement, when
an uniformity of belief takes place with re-
spect to the great truths of Religion, the
existence of a Supreme Being, and. his in2

finite: power, wisdom and beneficence; the ..

‘varying sentiments entertained with regard
to the most acceptable service and worship
-of that Almighty Being, which involve the
_consideration of sacrifices, oblations, penan-
ces, and sll the subordinate train of 0p1mons
‘which give rise to various sects even in the
same pation, and furnish. endless matter. of
M4
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Boox UL theological controversy, are the natural and
necessary effects of political situation, or the
fruit of accidental circumstances influencing-
the state of manners, habits, or prejadices
of a people.

The final inference which the Author
draws from this 'detail of the progress of
opinions with respect to the Deity, is equal-
1y ‘the -proof of a humane and of an en-
lightened mind. Toleration in matters of
réligion, is a moral duty of the highest or-
der, and of universal obligation on the hu-
man race. The sublime prayer of Arno-
bius, is the true expression of the devotion
of weak and erring man to his Creator:
Da venigm, Rex Supreme, tuos persequentibus.

, famulos, et quod tue benignitalis est pro-:
prium, fugientibus ignosce tui nominis et re-.

- ligionis cultum. Non est mirum si iguoraris;-
majoris est admirationis si sciaris * !

* « Forgive, Almiglity Power, the persecutors of thy ser-
* * vants ; and in the peculiar benevelence of thy nature, par- -
« don those men, whose unhappiness it is to be strangers to-°
* thy name and worship. That they should be-ignorant of
* thy Divine Nature, is less the subject of wonder, than that'
“ .any finits being sheuld presume to know Thee dright I”

\
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CHAPTER VL

Controversial antagamists of Lord Kames's Philosophy of
Man.—Dr Doig’s Letters on the Savage State.—Lord

Kames’s acquaintance with the Author.— Reflections on
Literary Disputes—and on the spirit which influcnces
Literary Opinions—and Criticism.—Letter from Dr

Blair on Sketches of Man.—On Lord Kames's style '

" -and manner of writing.

As the primary doctrine of Lord Kames’s
philosophy is, that the savage state was the

original condition of man, in every part of

the globe, and that all his advances to im-
provement and civilization have taken place
through the gradual operation of the in-
stinctive principles of his nature, his opi-
nions, as might have been expected, found
many opponents. Among these, one of the
most ingenious, and beyond all question

the most lesmed, was Dr Doe of Stirling ;
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who, in Two Letters on ‘the Savage Stute,
addressed to Lord Kames, entered into a

profound investigation of his hypothesis of

the universality of that original condition of
man ; which he endeavoured to shew, was

-nelther founded on the opinions of the an-

cient writers most worthy of credit, nor on

the evidence of history ; while, at the same

time, it derived no support, from what we -
kiow of the actual progress of man in know-

" ledge and in the arts.

' Dr. Doig observes, that if the apinions of

ancient writers are to have weight in a que-

stion of fact, the degree of weight must de-

pend altogether on the character of the
writers,, If] therefore, on the one hand, the
notion of the original savage state of man is
found. to be countenanced by Machus, San-
choniatho, and some of the old Phoenjcian
‘casmogonists, who maintained those atheis-
tical doctrines, which were afierwards adopt:

- ed hy Demogritus and Epicurua; that scale
- of the balance is altogether outweighed by

the suthorities far the opposite opinion;
namely, all the best of the Greek philaso-
phers, thoss of both Acadesies, the sages



AND WRITINGS OF LORD KAMES.
of the Ialian and Alexandrian Schools,.
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Magi of Persia, the Bramins of India, and —

the Druide of Gaul.——If we appeal to ace

fadal Histery, the sacred books are decisive
to-the contrary of the hypothesis in ques
stion; and the evidence of the profane his-
‘torians is equally positive to the same ef-
fect. The more extensive and populous of
the ancient kingdoms, appear cultivated and
improved .at the commencement of their
historical records ;. therefore, their antecer
dent barbarism can rest only on conjectura
The rudiments of Learning, Religion, Laws,
Arts and Sciences, seem, among the nations
-of antiquity,” to have diverged from twe
great points, the one on the banks of the
Euphrates, the other on the Nile; and ia
proportion to their distance from those fod
of illumination, the ancient nations appear
to bhave been civilized or barbarous. But
whence did those favoured regions receive
their superior knowledge ? The answer is,

They possessed it from the beginning of all

&hmgs, as a gaﬁ: of the Creator.

To this; whmh may be termed the hlSr
toric branch of the argument, the learned



188 ° MEMOIRS OF THE LIPE

Book fil. (r-‘ter superadds a great deal of ingenious
. reasoning, founded on analogy, and on. thie:
known progress of the human- mind. He
remarks, that no nation once krown to be
barbarous, has ever emerged from that state
by the sole operation of its native energies,
* and without foreign aid. The correspond-
ing proof is found in those great tribes of
savages discovered in modern times, who,
ini the possession of every advantage of eli-
mate and soil, are yet in a state of barba-
rism, and have been so from the beginning
of time; no traces existing of an anterior
period of civilization. If man, as some- phi-
losophers maintain, be every where the
same animal, and endowed with the same -
original instincts, his advancement in simi.
lar circumstances must have been uniform
and universal : but the fact, we know, is
otherwise. In every nation of savages, there
appears a repugnanece to civilization: i
forced upon them, they relapse when that
force is withdrawn ; and it is only by eon-
quest and colonization, the improved thus
incorporating with the barbarous, that a sg.
vage people ever makes advances to refine-
merit, L e
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=" Jor sypport of the :positions contained in
thie historieal part of the preceding deducs
tion, thewriter appealed to the testimony
of a-great number of ancient suthors; not
ouly those in familiar use, and with whom
every ‘man of letters is acquainted, but
mury of the more abstruse of the philelo-
ger's; grammarians and historians, who have
tréated - particularly of oriental literature
and antiquities, and whose writings have
been explored only by a very few of the
profmmdly learned among the modems,

-These letters were written without' the
most ‘distant view to publication; and the
first of them, dated. from Stirling, but.with<
out the subscription. of the writer, being
.transmitted to Lord Kames, who was then
passing the Christmas vacation at Blair
Drummond, his curiosity was roused to dis+
cover the duthor of a- composition which
bore evidence of a most uncommon degree
of learning and ingenuity. In conversing
bn the subject with an intimate friend, Dr
Graham Moir of Leckie, a gentleman of
taste and erudition; and- of - great scientifi¢
knowledge, who frequently \nsxted him -ip
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néok m. ghe eotmtry, his Lordship producing: the

i . % And afine fellow too: he tells his mind

letter of his anonymous correspendent, « in
“!the name -of wonder,” said he;* Docteor,
¢ what prodigy of learning have you got in
« the town of Stirling, who is capable of
“ writing this letter, which I received a few
“ days.ago?” ‘The Doctor, after glancing
¢ over a few- pages, answered : % I think I
¢.know him.—There is but one man who
¢.is able to write -this letter ; and a most
. .extraordingry: man he is ;~~David Doig,
“ the master of .our Grammar School.”—-
“ What!” said Lord Kames; “ A genius
% of this kind, within a few miles of my
¢ Thouse, and I never to.have heard of him !

“:roundly and plainly : I love him for that:

#.—he dees . not spare me: I respect him -

“.the more.——-—You must make us ac-
. quainted, my good Doctor: I will write
“ him aeard; and to-morrow, if you please;
% yow shall bring him to dine with me.”

“The imerview took place acoerdingly ; and

to the mutaal satisfaction of the parties:
The subject of their controversy was freely
and -amply discussed ; and though neither
eould boast-of muking a convert-of -his an-
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tigorist, a cordial friendship took place
frorn thist day, and a literary correspondence
began, which suffered no interruption du-
ring their joint lives *. The Letters on

* Dr Davip Doic was the son of a small farmer in the
cotinty of Angus. His father died when he was an infant;
dnd it-was his good forttne that his mother entered into a se-
cortd marriage with a worthy man, who, though ih very mo<
derate circumstances, and soon burdened with a young family
of 'hls own, discharged to him the duty of an affectionate pa«
fent. ' 'From a constitutional defect of eye-sight, he . was
twelve years of age before he had learnt to read : but as his
intellee'ts‘welje uncommonly quick, he had no sooner overcome
that diffieulty, than he made so rapid a progress, that after
fhteé' years instruction of a parish-schoolmaster, in "Latin,
¥rifing, and arithmeétic, he ‘presented himself a capdidate for
a bursary, or endowment for poor scholars, in the Universit
of St ‘Andrew’s, and obtained it, on & comparative trial of his
ilities with other competitors. Having finished with great
sppidbation the'usual course of classical léarning and philoso-
phy, he took the degree of Béchelor of Arts, and entered on
the study of Divinity. Certain conscientious scruples, how-
ver, regarding ‘some frticles of the Westminster Confession
of Faith, which is framed ‘according to the, principles of the
tost rigid Calvinism, prevented the prosecition of his views
of entering into the Church. He taught for several years the-
parish-schools of Monifeith in Angus, and Kennoway and
Palkland in Fife; when, on a vacancy of the mastershlp of
the Grammar School of Stirling, his reputation as a teacher
protured him an appointment from the Magistrates of the

Teoavr e

town to that oﬂice, which he dlschmged for forty years with
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BAOX IU- the Savage State were not printed till 1'792

several years after the death of Lord
_ Kames.

the greatest ability, and with the respect and esteem of all
who knew him. It is a fact somewhat remarkable, that he
received on the same day a diploma of Master of Arts from
his Alma Mater of St Andrew’ s, and an honorary degree of
Doctor of Laws from the University of Glasgow. In addi-
tion to the most profound knowledge of the Greek and Latin
languages, which he wrote with a classical purity, Dr Doig
had successfully studied the Hebrew, Arabic, and other kin-
dred dialects, and was deeply versed in Oriental literature.
He has given an abundant proof of his proficiency in those
studies, in the Dissertations on the subjects of Mythology,
Mysteries, and Philology, which were composed by him for
the Encyclopeedia Britannica, at the request of his intimate
fnend angd the companion of his social hours, the Right Reve-
rend Dr George Gleig *, the able and ingenious editor of the
Yatter volumes of that great work, and the author of many of
its most valuable articles. That part of the work which con-

- tains the article on Philology, was published in London in

‘the same week with a Dissertation on the Greek Verb by Dr
Vincent, now Dean of Westminster, who was so struck ‘with
the coincidence of Dr Doig’s opinions on many points with
his own, that he began an epistol: ry correspondence with the
author; and these two eminent schqlars went hand in hand
in their researches, and in g free communication of their opie
nions; with a liberality of sentiment which did honour to
both. Such likewise was the conduct of the learned Mg
Bryant, who bad entered into a cojrespondence with Dr Daig

" ® Now one of the Bishops of the Sootch Bpiscopal Churgh.
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The circumstances above detailed, are
characteristic of an enlarged and liberal

L

on the subject of Ancient Mythology *. Dr Doig died in
March 1800, at the age of 81. Besides his great erudition,
the elegance of his taste was shewn in his favourite amuse-
ment, the composition of many small poetical pieces, both in
English and Latin. Those of an epigrammatic turn are pe-
culiarly excellent. The following elegiac stanzas, written by
him on the subject of his own life and studies, and which

- were engravef on a marble monument, erected to his memo-
1y at the expence of the community of Stirling, would have

- done honour to the pen of a Markham, a Vincent Bourne, or
gven a Buchanan ;

Edidici queedam, perlegi plura, notavi
Paucula, cum domino mox peritura suo.
+.  Lubrica Pierie tentarem preemia palme,
Credulus, ingenio heu nimis alta meo.
Extincto famam ruituro crescere saxo

Posse putem, vivo quee mihi nulla fuit!

The Writer of these Memoirs is happy to embrace thu
opportumty of paying a small tribute of respect to the me-
mory of a man whom he esteemed and honoured ; and whose
_correspondence for seversl years, in the latter part of his life,
.was a source to him of the most nmonal pleasure and instruc~
tion.

Ammgotherproo&oftheproto\mdleaming of Dr Doig, is a Dis-
sertation On the Ancient’ Hellenes, pnnted in the Transactions of the

Boyal Bocicty of Bliaburgh, vol.
YOL. IL . N
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mind ;. without a tincture of that mean jea-
lousy and resbntment, which, to the disgrace
of literature, are but too commonly felt by
authors, and those not unfrequently of the
highest reputation, towards their antagonists

.in" controversy, or the oppanents of their

particalar ‘opinions.: " From the manner in
which literary disputes are commonly con-
ducted, it would seem, that a man of letters
regards every topic-which he has success-
fully handled, as a province' subdued and
annexed to his own dominion ; which, there-
fore, it is an act of hostile aggression in any
other to presume to enter, without acknow-
ledging his soveteignty ; and nothing less
than treason, to dispute his laws, or question
his absolute authority. It is in vain that
we talk of a republic of letters. If the ex-
tent of the territory forbids the pretensions
ofa smgle indiyidual to universal dominion,
we observe in general a few heads, who esta-
blish a Tidst tyrdnhical - ohgarchy, and - rule,
each in his own department ‘with thé ‘most
despotic sway. Nay, such is the prevalence
of the spirit of tyrannizing, that it pervades
every rank of the subjects; and those who
humbly bow to the supremacy of ,ghe_ ‘idlsuef
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avenge.themselves for that degrading tri-
bute, by exacting from their inferiors a like
servile submiission. - But to leave metaphor:
the sources of the jealousies and animosities
of literary men, are the evil passions of pride
and. envy. - Every intellectual achievement
is apt to increase the self-esteem of the ac-
complisher ; his merits, if acknowledged by
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a part of the public, swell his pride; and if

denied or.diminished by others, inflame his
resentment. His portion of fame, however
high, is seldom adequate to his.own esti-
mate of . desert ; and: all whose talents have
met with higher reward, or even whom a
tide of fortune has elevated above him, are
the objects.of his spleen and envy. . This is
a disagreeable aspect of human nature, and

we willingly turn from it to a more grateful

subject .of contemplation ;~~a man- of - high
literary merit, whe -had -not a taint of un-
becoming pride, nor-a spark of envy in. his
composition.

It would be idle to say, that this eminent
person was uncenscious of the talents which
he..posseissed, or was deficient in that pro-
pex.degreeof self-esteem, the natural, cons

N2 '
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sequence of the respect which his character
drew from the public: but no man ever
formed his judgment of the merit of others
with more perfect candour, or more liber-
ally bestowed his praise on every species of
desert, whether shewn in the works of lite-
rature, or in any department, even the hum-
blest, of general usefulness. This beautiful
feature of his character was not founded in
a8 humane feeling alone: it had with him,
in some degree, the sanction of a moral

duty. If praise be the just reward of merit,’

it is an act of positive injustice to withhold
that recompence, when it is truly due. To
this breach of morality every one is awake,
when he is himself the person defrauded ;
but hé is not so conscious of the fault, when
the reward withheld was due to another.
We daily meet with- persons of discernment,
and even of worth and honourable feelings,
who, though sensible to the merit of others,
and highly approving of it in their own
mind, yet cannot freely or voluntarily be-
stow their praise; who never part with it
but when extorted’ and even then, dispense
it in such scanty pittance, and with so bad
8 grace, that it lose§ all its value, There
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cannot be a surer indication of a little mind, C€HAP
" than that inordinate self-love, ‘which thus “——

magnifies the consequence of its own judg-
ments, overrates the value of its praise, and
grudges to bestow a. boon, which, though
taking nothing from the giver, it conceives
to be of the highest importance to the re-

ceiver. Most justly are such the objects of

the poet’s satire, who

Unborn to cherish, snedkingly approve,
And want the soul to. spread the worth they love *.

How opposite to his character, who delight-
ed to cherish worth, in whatever form it ap-
peared, and to rouse, by liberal praise, the
fire of genius; who candidly made allow-
ance for different modes of thinking in all
matters of opinion; and on whom the op-
position to his own. particular doctrines,
produced no other effect, than a favourable
regard for all engaged in a common cause,
the search of truth! On this head, it may
seem superfluous to add, what, in fact, ap-
Y

* Progress of Wit, by AaroN HiLL.
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BOOK L. nears & necessary consequence,--that he
took no pleasure in exposing the faults, or
in displaying the weaknesses of others. If
apparent, they were the subject of regret;
if doubtful, of the most candid interpreta-
tion. He abhorred detraction in all its
forms ; and with the highest relish-for wit,
no ingenuity in the conception of a.sarcas-
tic jest, no poignancy of ridicule, if tinctur-
ed with malignity, could ever draw from
him a smile of approbation. It was this
amiablé ‘ peculiarity of temper, which the
author of a short but judicious memoir of
his life, has particularly noticed, and mark-
"ed by a most appropriate epithet, “ the in-
“ nocency of his mind *.” '

L3

-

—Aindeie  From the same source from which arose
his liberal and humane opinions of human
character and conduct, proceeded the can-
did judgments which he formed of the works

* Literary and CRaracteristic Lives, by WiLLiax Suxi-
uig, F. A, S. Edin. “ Life of Lord Kames.” The short
Sketch of Lord Kames’s Life by Mr Smellie, was first pu-
Wmmwm :
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_ of litérature.. In the whole range of those
ample discusgions, in,which he has exercised
the utmost freedom of gritical judgment, in
canvassing the apinions :of -numberless au-
thors, both on subjects of taste, and of poli-
tical apd moral sentiment, he has never on
a,il){ occagion given véay to the slightest sar-
cagm or personality. There is not to be
found, in the whole of his voluminous wri-
tings, .a single. sentence which breathes a
spirit of acrimony, or is marked by that as-
perity of censure, which, to the disgrace of
the literary charaqter, t00._4 often usurps the

“honourable name of Criticism, and gratifies
its own malevolence ¥ .a shameful sacrifice
to the worst passions of a corrupted public*,
That, in common with all authors whose
merit is considerable enough to obtain any
share of the public appla.use, he had his
share of illiberal criticism t, is known to

N 4

% Karer 7o ﬂ)auguv o, is a mamm of Good Mol‘a]s, as
\vell as of Good Taste

+ ¢ Malheur en effét 4 I'ecrivairi dont la malignité humaine
« feroit assez peu de cas, pour le laisser jouir en paix de sa
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WOK Ik every reader acquainted with the lively rail-

leries of VoLraIrE, or the cold, but cutting
sarcasms of WarsumrToN, against all who
dissented from their particular opinions, or
opposed their prejudices*. He incurred
the hatred of the one, as a supposed scep-
tical writer, and the malice of the. other,
for having presumed to censure the Hen-
riade, and dared to exalt Shakespeare, in
the comparison with Racine and Corneille,

‘a8 possessing a superior knowledge of hu-

man nature. It is well known, that Vol-
taire, at first the highest encomiast of the
English Poet, (though never capable of duly
estimating his merits), became in the end
deeply jealous of that increasing reputation
with his countrymen, which threatened to
‘obscure his own,—a sufficient cause of en-
mity against Lord Kames, one of the most

 grande ou petite renommée: il pourroit méme, sans un
¢ grand raffinement d’amour propre, étre humilié de cette
“ bienveillanece dédaigneuse, et se plaindre de ne faire & per-
“ sonne assez d’'ombrage pour mériter au moins un ennemi.”
—D’ALeubrT, Eloge de M. de St Aulaire.

* See Appendix, NO. IV.
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enlightened of Shakespeare’s panegyrists
and critics. But these angry shafts of pre-
judice or malignity, fell harmless, and short
of their aim. They gave no disturbance to
his equal mind, who never deigned to no-
tice them, either in discourse or writing ;

and assuredly they have produced as little

impression on the mind of the public. -

Of a very different spirit was the free,
but candid criticism of the ingenuous Bra1z,
who, in the following letter, gives every
praise that he thought truly due to the me-
rits of the work to which he refers; while
he censures without scruple, but in the mild
and temperate tone, so characteristic of his
mind, whatever appeared to him faulty or
defective. ‘

“ Edinburgh, April 2. 1714.
“ My pEar Lorp,

“ I write to return you thanks for the
- pleasure and instruction you have afforded
me in the perusal of your Sketches of Man.
You have touched on a very great variety

. 201
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of  subjects; and on them all’ have sug-
gested many ingenious #nd many useful
thoughts. . On some subjects, particularly of
public concern ; such as Finances, Poor-
Laws, and the Military, you have done a
great deal to remove inveterate prejudices,
and to give openings which may lead to -
many ‘improvements. The variety of facts

. and examples you have collected, is im-

iense. I am sensible it was not-to be ex-
pected, that you could authenticate them
all. In such a multitude of instances, one
must semetimes quote from memory. Pro-
‘bably, when you began to make these col«
Yections, you did not see the occasion for
referring to all your authorities. Yet I
could “have wished, that where it was in
your power, more authorities had been quo-
ted, as they would have given your reason-
ing more weight ; and the frequent want of

_ them, is one of the greatest obJectlons I find

made to your work.

'« Your theology is decent, unexceptlon-
able, and even, in my view, pious. It is
stlll doubtful with me, whether the belief of
a Déity may not be accounted for without s
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:soparate sense: Pirst; from fear operating
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-on savages, and-leading ‘them to- think of “——

-invisible power ; and then from' the sense
.of cause -and -efféct, as marnkind gradually
refine —especially, as you admit-that male-
-volent deities were first recognized ; and
sthat it was only in the progress of society,
‘that benevoleat: powers were  ackrow-

ledged.

“. Quer,~-To what is the'belief of the
dmmorntality of the soul, or of .a: state after
-death, to be:attributed ; which I take to be
.a8 universal among mankind, as the belief

~.of Deity? You do not touch: upon this.
- If:universality -infers a sense as the cause of
-beliefj. why not this, -as well -as- the-other ?
' How far-is:that 'universality an argument of
the truth of this doctrine ?

- % You have:exceedingly well explaimed
and.accounted for Idolatry.- But.what were
the real sentiments of the ‘Greeks and-Ro-
mans, concerning their deified-men, Jupiter,

.Juno,- Baechus, Venus, &c. You. treat of
these; only in the: view. of shewing how
gross their theology was. But.a difficulty

V4
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Boox 111, . which has often perplexed me lies here:

Did they in truth believe the ridiculous sto-
ries concerning these gods, and their va-
rious actions? Was it possible they could

-have any serious sense of these gods, or pay
.any serious worship to them ; whilst, as you
.shew, on many occasions, they treated them

with contempt, and even exposed them to
ridicule on the stage? Aristophanes, and
even Plautus, is full of buffoonery on the
gods. The latter instance is the more re-

-markable ; for the Romans were one of the
-most religious of nations. Their Senate

never assembled without religious rites.

Their writers take notice, that as respect

for religion declined, their virtue and their

‘prosperity declined also. One would think

that none but children could believe their
absurd tales concerning their gods, or en-
tertain any respect for such characters ; and

'yet they formed the basis of a religion

which Consuls and Senators revered. Such
a glaring contradiction never appeared in
any enlightened age. In one view, you
would think that the Greeks and Romans

-only laughed at their gods; at other times
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you see them full of reverence for them.

I own I know not what to make of theu' re- -

ligion *.

* The general belief which prevailed with respect to the
origin of many of the heathen deities, namely, that they were
human beings, who, for their signal services on earth, had
been translated to the skies,—Quid? fotum prope calum
nonne humano genere completum est? Ipsi Dii majorum gen-
tium a nobis prqﬁeclz, (C1c. Tusc. Disp. I 1.),—is sufficient
to account for the notion of their still retaining the human
passions, and a considerable portion of human weakness and
imperfection. Such would naturally be the creed of the ig-

norant part of mankind : but that it was not that of the wiser,

we have the testimony of the same author, who arraigns this
belief, of the passions, vices and imperfections of the gods, as
the consummation of folly and absurdity. * Que res genuit
s falsas opinibnes, errores turbulentos, et superstitiones pené
“ aniles. Omnia traducta ad similitudinem imbecillitatis hu-
 mane,—Deorum cupiditates, @gritudines, iracundias ; nec
 verg, ut fubule ferunt, bellis preliisque caruerunt: heec et
<« dicuntur et creduntnr stullissimé, et plena sunt futalztatu,
¢ summeeque levitatis.”— De Nat. Deor. lib. ii. Was it, then,’
“at all surprising that this futility and folly, as Cicero terms it,
should become 'an object of ridicule to the enlightened Poets
and Moralists ? The railleries of Aristophanes and Plautus,
and Lucian, on the vices of the gods, were nothipg moye than
a satirical censure of the vulgar creed, which deserved all the
ridicule they could throw on it: for what could be more hurt.
ful to morality, than the belief that those beings to whom
men paid divine honours, were as wicked and profligate as
i . .

205

CHAP,
VL



206

BOOK IIIL
bv—l

MEMOIRS OF THE LIVE

. Liberty and Necessity seem to me ex-
tremely well brought out ; and as well re-
conciled with our moral feelings as they can
admit to be.

“ The account of Aristotle’s Logic was a
happy thought. It is well executed; sen-
sible and distinct. I wish very much that
we had some such account of the other parts
of the Aristotelian Philosophy. It would
be an excellent, object for some man of eru-
dition ; and would be well relished by all
the curious.

“ The chapter. on. Women is.an excellent

: particularly the account which you

glve of the connexion betwixt a dos on'the
man’s .side, . inferring . polygamy, and -the
slavery of women; and-a dos on the woman’s
side, inferring good treatment of her. "In

themselves ? -Fhe refleetion of Cheerea en secing a picture.of
Jupiter and Danaé was perfectly natarale . .
At.quemDeum !, Qui templa ceeli suymma tonitru concutit. -
Ego hemuzeio hoe non facerem ? . Ego wera lllud ita feci, a

lubens .
Ten, Eus- Act 1ir
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one thing, however, I was dlsappomted ; In CHAP.
not finding more illustration of the effect, “——

which the manners of chivalry in the mlddle
- ages had on the treatment of women. These
seem to me the foundation of all that we
now call Gallantry, or respect paid to the
sex ; whxch is altogether a novel thing, and
qu1te unknown to the ancients, among whom
women were the objects only of love, or of
animal passion ; whereas, separated from ei-
ther of these, a woman, even old or ugly,
yet in the company of men, in modern
times, is treated as a superior, and entitled
to respect. That this strange alteration of
manners should have arisen in a wild and a
barbarous state-of society throughout Eu-
rope, when chivalry began to idolize and
. worship the sex, appears to me a very re-
markable phenomenon *.

#* Gallantry, or the respect paid top women, mdependently
of passion, thongh certainly more generally diffused in mo-
dem tunes, and become more a branch of manners, is by no
means to be regarded as this ingepious writer here observes,
% ag a novel thing, and | quite upknown to. the ancients.” I
will draw no argument from that smgnlanty of the manners
of the Greeks, among.. whom their courtezans, (slgmﬁcantly
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Book L. ¢« You show indeed the seeds of this in
the Scandinavian manners with respect t¢
women ; and you have given thereby an ex-
cellent illustration and justification of the
authenticity of Ossian’s Poetry : I think that
a very curious part of your labours... But,
chivalry spread this respect to women much,

—p

-

termed ’Evalas), attained from their superior mentt;l_ eltlxdow.-.: ,
ments, a degree of respect and esteem from a Pericles,
an Aristippus, and even a Socrates, which would never have .
been paid to their pérsonal attractions *. The conversation
that passed at the house of an Asgpasia, and of a Ninon de
I'Enclos, was alike the model of well-bred gallantry. The \
character of the Romian matrons in the best times of the Re-
public, and in the early ages of the empire, was high and re-
spectable ; and.the well-born women of those times, sensible
* 0w ¥ %’mn}iinv ;‘on.» e v
‘Moarwy 3 iv&ga'mn Saoxgdn o n"o@'n,
ol & 'Av*aé‘t';; FOASUKIYSS, 3 T -rizm ) b

i Eﬁ;lAqﬁ.,,...,...i..A..‘...,,.....

Athen. Deip. ib. xiii, ,

Even Socrates who all mankind surpass’d
“ In that true wisdom which best profits life,
- ‘Whem tn Aspasia’s house (his frequent haunt)
Goseipp’d in easy chat the live-long day. ’
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farthier .thgn among she - Scandinavians. - omar.

We fid it inthe dark .ages in Spain, Italy - “—v—

and France ; the South as well as the North"

of Europe.; which makes it, in my opinion,
a remarkable eera in the history of women
in general, and the men’s behaviour to-

“ The 9ém§sity and advantages of the.
Digsocial Passions, in the first Sketch of
Book IL, I think .exce]lently ‘brought ont,

apd happily illustrated by the Jopyits’ ¥

equally with' the men to the generous pride of ancestry, were

not only studious to maintain the character of their family, -
in ;point,of, meal vixwses, but hy.sxesy. endesment of the -

mmd,tor‘f:nder themselves warthy. of the esteem apd confi-
dence of their husbahds, the chiefs of their country. And

they enjoyed that esteem and confidence. The state of man-

0S8, it.is Yue, did not.allow that inixed society of the.sexes, -

which, is the, characteristic of Pobished life in modem,; timpe ;
and, of course, what is now termed the language of galls:

may, with truth, -be deemed g modern improvemént:  Cet
“-eeprit si dla mode, qui joint Fexaggération & 1a ° :
8t qbi.eahsigts & dirp .gux fomines avec un esprit léger et
“ une &me de_glace, tout ce qu'on ne croit -Pes, et ‘tout ce
* quon voudroit leur faire croire.”—M, THOMAS sur les
Fewmes. -Of this refinement of manners, the moderns with«
Ot ol sy selaizn the exelusive merit, TR TR

-QXOLQ,_“ e, NET ¢ I . A
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o W vermmentiiin. Paraguay.. ‘This sppearedita
=~ ‘me: d ecdpital cmorgeau.. It convinded me
‘fully, that: agitation of. passion: is necessssy: |
to many: and.'thét 5 goldan bge would be bh
ram,;. R ST 1 { L O
P dooars u'
“ The chapters on Food, Pspnldﬁm' !
Commerce, Origin of Arts, were also very
entertaining” to ‘ me. " still think the‘ first -
cliapter of your book!, dne of the most unss-
tisfactory #n ‘it : You 'know T always hesi-
tated about it. -Nothing appears. to ime to’
be built upon it.  You seem fond of proving, |
against Buffon, that Man is not every where
the same. q,rumal but of a diffepamt race
and different . -species, aocording’ as “you find
him cowardiy or courage‘ous, hospitable or
cruel to strangers 3 and yet, in the gwgrecp
of youriwerk; you Lrest; man as every where
a ereitare of the "same  specits'; -and from
un‘ifomr prmmples and causes, you a.ccount
for, the ,variatiqps of hls manner of . living,
opinigns, affections, &oc. which you had not

T R

grdt’md ’to do, if‘ l!he creature of whom ’you

parts ofthe;globe» Now, it. !;heammal cop- °
cerning whom you were to speculste;'wis
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@¥ery whiere an animal of the same species, |

K11

aH 1AP.,

of ‘what comsequence was it to your specu~ “

ldtions, :whether. the ‘black: and the white,
the SBamoied and the Hottentot, were ori-

ginally derived from: thé first. psir, .or  were.

separately created ? This chapter, it seems
to: me; mright have been wanting, with léss

comsequence to your book than any other

Qhapter in xt *

| hsve thrown bogether SoMNe.; of thﬁ

thoughts' that . occurred to me in reading.
Whether they may suggest any thing wor-

thy of your refleetion, I cannot say. They
will shew you, however, that I have been
reading you with some attention, and that I

write to you with the freedom of an old

friend.—1 am always, with the highest
respect, my Lord, youar most aﬂ'eetlona.te
and obedient servant,
. _Hven Bramz.”
02 -

¢ The respectable writer is not smguln.r in this opinion

and his argument to shew, that this preliminary disquisition

‘was at least nnnecessarytothetmnoftheAuthol’cmle
" guent, ipecuhtms. is mvmdble.

L]
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On Lord

Kemee’s

style and

manrier of

writing.

. 'R wpems “here 3 phapér place, afer the
notice of ithe fmoitmxtemiw, -amd, in peoifit
of :subject; fhie rost ‘importasit df the-Au.

thor'’s mtks,*to meke a few xeniarks -on hw
st‘yla and manner: of writing: '

I bdve alrea&y observed, that it ‘is pot iy
the lunguage or diction: but in: ‘themm
and substance, that the merit of Lorﬂ
Kames's writings . chiefly consists. That
style'was .an- objéctef his attention, is in-
deeil-proved by the ramerous ulterations in
grammatncal ‘grrangement, and. changes " f
gxpression,. i every new edition- of his se,
feral wmvks*‘ "Yet with all the fpmns ke

Yy th Tage iextiliont work, ‘Fhe Lift: oft -Br-Boaksls; by
¥r, “Wigast - Fomsma, is;p. letter) of the -former 40 Lord
Glenbervie, in which are some very just’ observumns onrthc
difficulties which a Scottish wnfer experiences in attmmng‘tq
the art of ivntmg the- English language with ease and cor-
rectness. There was perhafd we writer of this country bettet
quallﬁed ta point out these difficulties than Dr Beattie, ay
there -is- none- who -has—more.- h.ppﬂy surue\mhd -them.
« The wstdlfﬁculty in acquiring theartofm-m:gEng-
¥ Jigh,” one whlch 1 h:we seldom’ heard qur’ countrymen
"‘ complam of and wtrnch T was never sensible of, Hill T hﬁ

spent some years in 1a‘bourmg to ‘acquire that art. It is,
" togweamacdarcutwthe Enghbhwe wnte. Imuni
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.hastowad on their revisal, and.the:attentiop e
which i¢ is evident, from. his enm:a.l quni- o e

03:.. SR

~ . . . ‘ e e
" b

# explain mypalf. We who live m Scoﬂ:md are oblqed to
de study English from books, like a dead language.” Accorda
* ingly, when we write, we write it like & deatl:language,
#: which we. undérstand, bbt cannot speak svoiding per

* heps,, all ungraphmatjcal expressions, and even the barbax
"¢ risms of out country, but at the same time withotit come

L mumcatmg that neamess, ease, and ‘sofiness of phrase,
“ which apflesi s conspicubusly in Addison, Lord Lyueltors,
é and. othen elegant. English, authors.  Ouy style“is stately
‘ and tinwieldy, and clogs the tongue in pronunciation, and
¢ smells of the lamp ‘We are slaves to the language we

¥ write; aid are ‘continudlly afraid- of corhmitting: gross

¢ blunders ;. ads when an eagy, familigr, idiogagtical phrape

* occurs, date not adopt it, if we recollect no authority,

% for fear of Scotticisms. Ina word, we handle'English, as

"¢ a person who cannot fence handles a sword ; continually
“ afraid of hurtinf ourselves with it, or letting it fall, or

‘ making some awkward motion that shall betray our igno-

‘ mpce. An English.authot of learning is the master, nat

& the slive, of hig langpage, and wields it gracefully, becayse
‘. he wields it with ease, and with full assurance that he has

“ the command of it.~s——+In order to.get over this diffi-

“. culty, which I fear is. in sottié resgiects insuperable after all,

“ I have,been continually poring ugon Addison, the best

¢ parta of Swift, Lord Lyttelton, &c.- The ear iy of great

¢ service in these mattexs ;. and I am convinced the’ _greater

¢ part of Scottish authors Hurt their style by admring and

~ imitating one another. = At Edinburgh, it is currently sald
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gitions, he gave to the study of language
he is far from attaining .to the praise of an
elegant, or even at all times of a correct
writer. He seems to have had no just con-
ception of what constitutes the chief beauty
of rhetorical composition ; a variety in the
structure of the periods, ‘both with respect
to their length, and the order of their com-
ponent parts, so as to excite pleasare by
contrast ; while each is so framed, as sepa-

rately by its melody to satisfy and fill the

ear. His sentences are generally cast in the

same mould ; they have little variety in
their form and arrangement ; they are com-
monly too short, seldom consisting of more

¢ by your critical people, that Hume, Hobertson, &c. write
“ English better than the English t!iems’elﬁe! ;3 than which,

_® in my judgment, there cannot be a greater absurdity. I
" @ would as soon believe that Thuanus wrote better Latin

% than Cicero or Ceesar, and that Buchanan was a more ele-
« gant poet than Virgil or Horace. In my rhetorieal lec-
“ tures, and whenever I have occasion to speak on this sub-
"'Ject,ln!wnysmmntmnaeontmrydochne,andadnse
* these to study English authors who wonld acqmme a goad
d Engbah style.”

K
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Vi

drawn to:a. greater. length, ithey:.ard -often

&thy, from s invalved « construction 1*
-l s . ".' ¢ '0'{ t.,'n MY . ©)
2ha . ) i K

[P

Lt LA SRS |

B SETT S FI
. gl'bus,fprenmple Hmphn.naturels notiopgrveug,
v as w1thout ve*l or dxsgume, to punish; a person{ acknows.
& lédged to be innocknt. ‘A%’ u‘regular bias of xmagmatgon,
-¢ whiich: extenlls' the qiialitie¥ ' of ‘the pineipel to its acces-
¥ ‘sgries, paves thé ¥ayto thet unjust practige: That. bias;
w strengthened by indigmation, against an atrocious criminal,:
« Jeads the mind hastily to conclude, that all his connexions
‘ are ‘partakers' of his ghilt. In an enlightened dge, the
- clgarpass;of moral. grinciples fetters the, imagination, from'
" mnfoundmg the innocent with the gpilty, " There remain
"% traces, however, of that bias, though not carried so far as
“ murder.” Skeiches, yol. ii, p. 824 4to edition. A read-
er of taste must be sensible of a displeasing monotony in this
string of sentences of a like form ; all of thé-simplest stic-
ture, nearly of etjual length, and nene of them éiltIsfymg the
ear by the melody ot‘ a well-ordered penod e
+“In tbe tempéerate climates of the old world, there isa
w great umfonmty in the gradual progress ‘of men, from’ the
“ savage state to the highest clvxlfzatxon begmmng with
“ hunting” and fishing; advancing to flocks and ‘herds, ‘and
. ¢ thereafter to agticulture and commerce.”—Sketches; vol. ii.
p'88i" In this senténce there aré three different’ substantive
nouns, mfomty, progress and cwzhzat«m _any one of which,
as the period here stands, may be made to agree wnth the
pamclple begmmg. There is also an maccuf'acy, or at least
“sn uhplehsant dmbigdty, in the ‘doxistructxon of the Tajter

P AN B
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Wearenotmﬁ'eqmﬂyoﬂ'nded byaco!i
loquial - wulgarity of expression, ‘whick it is
difficult to account for.on the suppositick: of

carelessness ; and whieh probably the Au-
thor has misteken for an ease and freedom
.of composition, or imagined to give a plea-.

sing variety. “ Selfishness, efigrossing the

% whole soul, eradicates patriotism, and
& leaves. not a cranmy for social virtne:’ -

Sketches, wol. i. p. 272 “ I Ossiar puint
“ from fancy, the cloven-foot will appear.”—
15, p. 285, '« To enter bluntly on a sub-
“ jeot of such -intricacy, might graved .an

% acute philosopher.”—1Ib. p. 141. ¢ But

.

clause of the period. | To render the construction correct, the
latterpntofthelentenoeoughtmbavenmthus “ A pro=
“ gress which begine with hunting and fisling, advances to
« flocks and herds, (orwpastnmgc),mdthemmdsw
“ agriculture and commerce.” There is a similar incorrect~

" mess in the construction of the following sentence: * Here it
-. ¢ ig taken for granted, that we see external objects, and thut

“ we see them with both eyes i the sams place;. inadvor-

~ - tently, it must be acknowledged, as it flafly coniradicts

* what he had been all aleng inculcating, that ezternal ob-
« jects-are not visible, othervmethanmhaghmon.-—
Essays on Morabity, p.276. 8 edition. So likewise in' this
sentence: “ Benevolence and kindly affection aye:ton refined
“foxnvages,unlusoftbempleathnd,mhsﬂnw‘
* blood,"~Sketches, vol. i p. 270~
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o6 is inksome fo Hrudge: loniiﬂn*a besten CEAE

s+ track: fumilisr 'to: sl the
‘s thiesefoys, leaving whit is: sm&abwe_, Hke
.9 statae, cutiiled of legs and arms, ‘1
# hasten’ to. the history of the fine arts.”—
dbip: 117 ¢ B shall-drow oic ‘of my bidget

44 one mnce.”n—-Pief to: Blueidations, '

pn 105" "Ehiese are exumPles ‘of 'a.vulgarity
-and: lownesd of dietion which ‘st oﬁfma
-umyv:&a&erofgdodmie. RN
A greater fault stlll and Whlch surprlses
‘yob more than (it offends; ‘it & writer-whose
. sentiments beeithe! the: pusest. morality, is'a
degree of eoarseness and indelicaey of ex-
pression, foo. which ene s altogether &t a
loss to account; ‘wmless, perhaps, on the
supposition, that the ingenueus mind.of the
Anthor was teuly insensible: of thit ‘indeli-
caty ; as the naked Indian is unconsclous
that his garb of nature ean offend the chast-
o8t eye. And, for my own part, I am dis-
" posed to believe, that the Author was truly
“uncenscious of the fault here alluded to. - In
8 book intended, as he tells us, to be s po-
_ pular work, and. ealeulated: for' the: perisal

rd amcl,‘—"v—"
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L

-¢f Man ), how is it pessible.atherwise to.ac-

‘count for the i indelicacy: 0f. shgmy; perth. of

“his. chapter.on Mammers, and of that which

details. The Progress of the Female Sex?
& To the pure, all things are pure:”—Yet,

: .aﬂ;er‘. all,. I have much. doubt whether. the

‘generality of hisireaders will -have the ehae

ity to account for the blemish here remirk-

ed, upon so refingd @, prixiciple as that now
suppom

OQe circymstance int Lord Kames s mar-
merof writing is, I think, .desefving of. no-
‘tice, as beirg!in: a‘ great ' measure peculiar to
‘himself ; theifrequent reference. he: inakes

Ao .the prograss of his ‘own mind in thinking
;and compesing,,,. He acquaitits: his reader

‘of the gask' which. he has set.to himiself;

.descibes. his, feeling of , the. difficulties ‘that

‘lie.in his way ; lays downihis (plan for en:

‘countering them ;. marks his,sdvances as:-he

B
Y 4.£', PR b “A

EERTANEEY R TV T )

e
® It was in that v1ew, that trans]atlons were ngen of .all

" the passages' from the aritient’ and foreign languages; a tasf
Jperformed, .at Lord Kames's. request, by the writer of : thissd

Memou's
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tempts ; and finally, proclaims his triumph

.on: the accomplishment of 'his purpase *.

.

e,

-® « T give notice {0 tay vepdet that -1 am now ‘repdy-te
“ cnteruponghqmlmqfwh Instead of a painful

. “_.and tedious uammptiou of passions and emotions, I proe

 pos¢ to confine my inquiries to such attributes, relations

¢ % and cveumstances in the fine arts, ag are chiefly-ginplpyed

“ to mige agreegble emotions. Attributes: of single qlz‘
« shall take the lead, to be followed with particulars, which,

dependmg on relations, are not found in single cbjects:
" Dispatching next some coincident matters, I proceed to my

. % chief ¢im, whieh is, to establish practicul rules for the fine
. ¢ arts, derived from pnncxples previously established. This

* is a general view of the intended methdd, reserving, How=

e ever, a prwliege to vary it in puhcu]ar instancés where &

. ¢ devistion may’ bé. ceammodious. ‘I begin with Beauty.'—

- ¢ In adhering close to the subject, I forgsee difficulties; and

“ yet by indulging such a circuit as may be necessary; I shall
“ certainly incur the censure of wandering. ' Be it s0; the

* « dread of censure is nothing in opposition to whiat is right.”
.1~ We are now prepared for examples of pleasant passions

“ that are disagreeable, and of painful passions that are agree-
« gble.—One specimen, being a fine illustration, shall be our
« present entertainment.”——* In aorder to fulfil my engage-
“ ment, it must be premised, that an agreeable cause produ=
“ ces always a pleasant emotion.”—< Having therefore hape
"« pily unravelled the knotty'part, I proceed with alacrity to
“ what remains.”—Elements of Criticism, passim.—“I cheer-
“ fully spread my sails in a wide ocean, not without hopes of

219

-gioes on, his hopes of success, his fears, his -CHAR:
“partial disappointments, his renewed st~
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*06‘" 1L 'aniq pecaliarity of mannen, though rathresr
"™ -unsuitable to & _grave and: dignifed subject,;

‘and frequently displaying too mueh of ego-

tism i -the writer, is sometimes neither use-

less ror displeasing. It keeps the attentioni

awake by repeated adinonitions; it relieves

the itksomeness of art abstruse speculatiort

: t')y its tone of familiarity ; and it gives the
veader an interest in the subject, by making

him in some messure a partner with. the
Author in his enterprlze, and a sharer in

his dlacovemes.

3 '_I’he truth rs,'that many of Lord Kames’s
compositions bear evidence, that they .are
not the offspring of a previous deep acquain-
tance with the subject on which-he had: pre-
pared to write ; but are rather the detail of
his investigations on.a topic in some degree
mew to him, and of which: he-had resolved
to make himself master. They are like the
xecord of a chemist’s experiments, who, from

imporhng pmcxorus merchandue ~—And new Iﬁuent ltﬁ“
* veader with the fraita of my, lshour.” --Sla:tckgqf% Hir.
' tom@'qu,voLl.y.aos :
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the sugcess; or failure of his processes, and a Cgu ‘
agries of well-dixeeted comhimations and ana~ AL

lyses, egtablishes ;general,prmcnples, and at
length hwmgq out :an mgenmus system .ok
thelery- pf\bns'hrannh of acignce.” That such
was truly. his methed of stydy and comgpo-
smau, he was at-no -psins' to ‘eonceal ; ‘but,
am-the . -entgry, ‘recommended it to his Jis
teey pupils, - The'late Sir Gilbers Elio
enceeomplaining to him that he understood
very little:af some particular:subject of po~
litical -ceanoiny, snd expressing an. earnest
. wish- for:informagion ; « Shall I tell you, my
# frmnd (aaldnthﬁmher), how you will come
. to*undersmd it? Go, and write & book
'“PQD“' o | Coh

T haye often ‘thought,that the Author’s
manner of wrltlng took its character in some
degree, fram. hisprofession;. .1t was his cus-
tom ‘always to dittate-his icopypokitiens to
#n amanuensis.’ “His dlsqulsi‘tions haye much

| theﬁmx of .4 pleading or an argtion : he; ge-
nenliy speaksxiﬂ the: ﬁtsbpenonwhe!;md(es
ﬁ‘e ueént’ apostrophes, as an ora'bor to his

andience ; appéals to the judgment of "the
feelmgs of his reader; -and, from timse to
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VRAL time; arouses him by a direct call upon " his

attention, as if he suspected-it to be wathw
dering. He frequently supposes’im sata-
gonist pleading against him, and supporting:
with ingenuity 'the opposite side of :the did~
pute: he puts a-home questfon; presses &
pbint conceded by his opponent ; allowu'
the weight of some of his arguments; cor-"
rects mistakes, as-scorning to take an unfaw
advantage ; ‘but never faﬂs in"the end to
claim a complete victory *.- This gives &
sort of draraatic intetest to his reasonings;
which, even ‘wher employed on ‘the most
abstruse subjects; are seldom ‘apt to fatigue
his readers; but convey profound instruc-
tion, without the formality and the dryness

. . .
e LA T

e 'i‘odomygntagonmtall.)ushce,lgrant." “ To re-
€ Yibve' iayvelf frdm the Tanguid uniformity of a continued
*#¢ defhance, 1 will on'this igécasion change hands, and try my
,«ﬁ;;@mg/m'mak;ngpatm:h” “ I come now to the point,
“ by putting a. plain question.”— Not satisfied with’ redu
"« cing iy opponen{mtlns dilemms,- I undertake to preve,
-¢¢ though:not incmnbent on me.” Bat.in a matter of so
-{igree$ importance, I cannot rest satisfied with a successfyl
_"defence, I aim at a complete victory.”—" Will my oppo-
'“nentnow havetheassm‘aneetoaﬁrm‘&o.—&:aycou

WW#MM TS
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of a professed lecture.——On the whole, if cHar.
we cannot, consistently with impartial cri- “——

ticism, affirm, that Lord Kames is either an
elegant, a pure, or a correct writer, we must.
allow that his composition is always clear
and perspicuoys, announcing his meaning
with precision, simple in its structure, aim-
ing at no ambitious ornaments; and that
his manner possesses an agreeable anima-
tion and earnestness, which fixes the atten«
tion of the reader, while it convinces him
that the Author speaks from s firm persua-
sion of the truth or the doctrines he inculs
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Adord Eames's agricuitinal; ptm:tbn--l’wture 3f the mk)
*of Scotland by Fletcher of Sallon c++&lis projected 7.
" forma.OQbstadles to-the dmprovemett:of Agricultsre. v,
Earliest attempis towards its advancementr—Fiffacts of
the Rebellion in 1745.—Plans of the Commissioners for
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~Plan of -a_Board of Agricultnre-Lord Komes's
Gentleman Farmer.—Character of. that Work.-~Dhser-

| e vations’ commug Plantmg —Lettcrsv from Su' Jakn

._’Pnnglcto LordKam N T RS
I-x: has.been already remarked, t,hat amo;rg cmar.1,
t.hose ob_]ects of general utility to:which the Lm

patriotic mind of Lord. Kiaus was gaore spumra
voL. 1 P pms
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02 ¥ particularly directed, there was none which
occupied 8 greater share of his attention
than the improvement of the agnculture of
his native country. .

Picture of When we look back to the state of Scot~

 satimity land about a century ago, and observe the

Sarm extraordinary opinions entertained at that
time even by men of the most enlightened
understanding, with respect to fundamental
principles of rural economy, we shall cease
to wonder at the -slow:progress of agricul-
ture, which not only found its usual obsta-
cles in the natural indolence and prejudices
oftthe peesantry, but in the errgyneduscideas
of -thi-Janillielders: with regard totheirsab-
mﬁh]inm PRTIRTEL SRS AT BEPR EISIAT 0B 13 110 008
LTATELSWREATR JEA0 I :

In the period to which I :llude Amm:w
Freremet of ‘SALToi, & than df ‘dr Wedent
afid’ v:rtuous ‘miiid, and of ‘& thily patiivtic
spitit, has drawn a pictute of the state of
Scotland, which, if it did not find its" évi-
dence both in the historical records, and ia
the lawb of the country, world at this dny

- phadifor the fittion of a dnséased’in‘laghh-

. tion, ‘He speaks of‘wﬁﬁh part- bf’th& pt»
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pulitionef Scottand, ds i the sitate of otugl SHRE SiARd

Hibridizantyi beprging el by dborito
sloawismd ofi'thase » grisatopropantionilying
yéarhpifromabsolute: Wai s10f>is Jminidrad
“dwopsah@ gipsien ier vagabandsy living qish-
out regard to.anki/lawe Jhumen ~om divine,
end seeking their subsistence by violence,
rapine and murder; of one-half of the land-
praperty.of the kingdom, * possessed by a
Stripeople-who: are rall:. geut}elmm; ‘only: be-
“ caudé they Wi bt ‘worky “and’ whoin
g .,every thmg a:p more comemptlble than
“%-thei. vilest -slaves,except - §hat. they.-als
“Ways’ Garry” ‘s, bcause for * thie' ot
% part, they livg. upon robbery i And after
thenmention of -these. known facts; and, the
assumpﬂm of 4 polmcal"pmieip}e ﬁ)unded

......

4:peapleheing great nchea, (@VEIY. GOVErn- fomn
“wtn'em is'to ‘bliemie that- niakes: wot-a right -

o‘f‘ tliem he proceeds 't pr()p'és’e thg
xemednes fors xlmse diseases. - ,Of, the. firet
saethiod: of -cuws; witich isziothihig Jess than
tﬂ*g‘mw&acci‘on“of“’szamy, uiniet thé'sole
Yestiiction,. fhat .the master . shall luwe ne

0ot T30 Qe astld @t cunil v cann bl el 8 g e

r?»



Boox I; ‘power to put to death, mutilate -or- tortire
his shaves; I forbear tor emter' into any dis-
*pussion : it-is enough to say, that it affordsa
-striking picture of the actual condition of a
people, when' such a clmnge conld be p!oa-
poaed as a-remedy ofevils »

&

. * It is but justice, however, to this most respectable man,
“to hedr what he bas ‘to allege in vindicstion of this vialent
remedy. He begins with remarking, that the institution of
slavery among the ancients was the best provision which
 theit governments could make for the support of the fower
- classes of the people ; as it secured to.the most indigent the
_mecessaries of life, compelled every man to be industrious,
and thus prevented any persons, able to work, from being a
burden on ‘the community ; while, at the same timé, it en-

‘Twbled the State t0 exeeute st = small expence the most useful

‘» works for thé public bendfit, as .high-ways, aqueducts, com-
. mon sewers, bridges, harbours, and market-places. ' He next
" details the notorious fact of the very great number of mendi-
*¥ 1 ~‘eants, vagrants, and thidves, who conssitute so Jarge s share
'oftbe'md'w, and  whom nothing but force

. will compel to labour ; and he concludes with proposing as.a
remedyforwanmormmnnevﬂ  That every man of a

»6¢ certain estate in’ this natien, should be obliged to take a

«. %, propertionsble number of those wagabonds, and ‘either. conn
~e'phythemmhedgmgmd ditching his grounds, or. amy

: othermofwerkmwwnandcoumtry, or,lftbgybxp-

“ pen to be childfen and-young, that he should-éducate themn

* “ i the knowledge of some mechanical art, that o evely man.

vy

—
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W

‘1T vé' secand reforin secomamendéd hy sba; .,mé

Mmﬁw :Fletcher; is: mase :pértinent: mtha
P 3

R S | I B T e B N A
“ of éstate might have a little manufacture at home, which
* ‘might maintain' those servants, and bring great profiti to
«’ the master ;. 2 they did*to the ancients, whose revenue,
“ by the manufactures of such servants, was much more con-

“ siderable than. that of their lands. Hospitals and alms-
<. houses ought to be.provided for the sick,.lame and decrepit,

‘-“ gither by rectifying . old. foupdations, .or jnstituting pew.
« And, for. exgmple and terzer,, three or four hungred of the
‘.“ ROF%., RORORIUs .Qf- thoiewlhim, whid}j He eall Joc/u'a,

& might be, presented,; by the Government. to. the, Sate of
_“ Vmw%wmemﬂ\mm}lqwmthmepemx
“ “CWW TR ) I DN
[E SR Fo e owot NTAE TSNS 4 S .

s lutﬂ-hednugs when omée yesolved; m—bcumd
“Mgutuddnks,dﬁgnmmdsevauy for that:sort of

. % petplé is 8o : desperately wicked; sich enenties. of wj] work
#. smd Waboar, and, which is yet'mare amastiig; so'proud; in
# “esteemitig’ their owh cendition -above that which they:will

- #:be sure to- eall slavery, that) unless preventedvby- ¢he ut-
* most industry and diligence, upon the first publivation of
% any orders nécessary for- putting in execution such-a!de-
#gign, they will vather die with‘liunger in cdves and-dens,

- 4. gnd murder their young children) than appear abroad, to
¢ have thém ‘and- themsdlves taken into such a kind -of ser-
* vice. Andthefﬂxghhnds are such a vast and unsearch
« ghle retreat for them; Mifsniet-nndnmoxﬂerhenot
oo galoens to- prevent it vipon sudh asi occasion these vagebonds
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ndok ¥ préecnit bbletiiofoconsiderhtion y ae Wit

fords dn usefal - Jesson: of caution’ in:regand

[}
h ¢

¢ will only rob as much food as they can out of the low~
7. cownizy, and retire to live ypon it in those mountajps, o
¢ rup-into England, till they think the storm of our resolus
“ tion is gver, which in all former umudxeybaveneuto
“ hm

. Y R T ST . ' e s
97 o PERORRS H 1 ©ae i [

'iom:efmwuf’tme mgwanas he temmarks! « This part o

W hlways broke dlt our medmires relating to'shend. | -Andl it
 were to Ve Wished!! that thé- Govéminent 'would sidk-§t 0
* traniplartt tatHantifol‘of ploplé,” ahd thelr miskersy Wisq
& 'have ‘alwdys’ ddearbed cul peace), into* the Mw/eskbiry,
4 and people the Highlands from hence, rathér than they
¢ should continue to be a perpetual occasion of .mischief to
6 um0 2 deds iwiaih- tdomg, shet whitepen Fsophe: srogianted
W fmthess mduntgivey thiy will. seieklys tashasisovgges and
#4ms ffweit boggars; ad the yement, inhebitants ; for thaameun-
#1 thimw of thevAlps: ave geoater; more'desets,- and mare.gon.
1 rdemited telanparl, thani¢hess of she Flighlnpuls. of Segtland,
#; witickddwaveryibesi cut By {rithe dnd laken, the-righest
¥ in’ fiskisigyof-aiyits the world, sffording geest-dariveniences
4. fordzemsportation: of timber. and any other gopds ; and yet
Si:thel.ddps, whigh bavp:heirmch ndvansagne srerinhabited
«ff everyi whave by a-civilimed,lindustrious,: henest,.nnd mesce-
% alile jpebple i but..they. had no 'lords ‘tohinder gpem.from
“ff being) Limilived, ¢o'-dipcourage -nnimpryy; spd. enspmrage
o8¢, thievilag) ond>40 boep-them-beggnrs, M%M%ﬁa
d'nmdm or when they hed; Ny Ntm
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seue miisign of gescral poncigles.ip FU05 -
Political .econqmy. :. Jﬁw«whlﬂld%t tithe

NCIRT] IERCRFARS 'm" ey gt
“M-»wﬁﬂ!pknofthemnmtbuhebngdto&e
"Saus,thcyhockoddnmonthehead- e !
Yoy . k't N et :

« Let ds'now eompare'the' condition of our present Viga-
“ bonds with that of servants under the conditions which I
“ have proposed, and we shall see the one living under no
-SSclaw-oF:God,) man, or!matare;. pellnted. with'alk mannd of
¢ dbowmiiatibns] il ‘theugh s little ! ib. ekpectation. -of - the
15 goolti.things'of -another iife, yet in the, worst «copdition of
¢ tltisy and sometimes starved to death in time: 6f extrsandli-
-4 narvy. wapt:-. ' 'The. other, . thongisiisonketines: they may-fall
-%-uniler a deere master, (who neverthelegs niay neithen Jill,
14¢ miutilptey nor gprture them), ard always suxe:dd” hinerfood,
¢ . glothes, abd Jlodging.; arid hisbe this Adviantage pheve!ather
~{% . mes; thist, iwithout amy cart of pairis:taken by thém, thiese
. mectssaries . .are - likewise séoured to. their wives. amd' xhil-
Sf. drem. < They arp qpwovided . for . in . sickness, - their children
. aie;eduented;: and 4l of them; under. dll :the inducements,
1 cndouragemdnts and obligations possible;: to live:quiet, in-
=4 aoeent.hnd virtuous lives..: They mayalso doge, if.they
-#% shew. an; extrasrdinary affection; \care -and: fidelityp, in the
-4§% séxifice.of their meter; that nét. only they and:ehiein farhie
~fF: lies. shalk. have eutire: freedom but o compesensy to; live,
-1 a1 perhaps the. estptorwof: the masten entrseed sto..sheir
<4< -cnng.« Now, if we will: consider the advantijes to:2lié nae
«¢¢ tion by: the one, - and - the : disadvantajies.. arising-from: the
& other:sart: of men, we shall wvidently see, shat 2s: the: one
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PO I, 'ﬂnﬁtﬂpal Haaase “of thd poverty and: wlisery
‘bfthig people of Scothtnd was, ‘the high Yeit

“ is an excessive burden, curse and reproach to us, so the
-$¢ public works beyand any in Kurope, whieh sliall not take
~ “ the like methods of providing for their poor.”— Political
Works .of, Anppew. FLxzcuzs gf Sallon. II. Disc. on the
_d_ﬂrcgfw - : .
NERON oo i
“myprhp&‘adlmmummds
Stotsman, mortified by this. picture of the barbarism of his
~country, to find:some remankgble features of resemblance in
-ghe state of our sister-kirigdom, at:a period net extremely re-
‘mote. Qne would be alniqst tempted tq belicve, that Flet-
cher,. in the. foregding agcount, had borsowed his colouring
. froSir: Thomas More's description of a great propartion of
ithe'lower gentry in England in the heginning of the reign of
+engy VI : so striking i» the cgincidence of. the painting.
-5 (.Hmmnepqmmpevdubm bellis vel civilibus,
“ ‘mutili rédeyms. dogpum . :: eooqunpkmnrqummllodie
+“ ‘non, goeidunt:: II;‘alm'um epgo nobilium. nymerys, qui .non
% ipei:;goodd degatit otios, tanguiam fuci laboribus aliasym,
¢ iquas, puta sorym preediorum rest mos, augendis redisibus
.. % sd wivlun'uique radunt. (nam. eam solam frugalitatem no-
- siére iomines alibquin ad mendicitatem usque. prodigi) ve-
S irum innsengam: quogtie, iotisorum: stipasoruin.’ tusbam; cir-
JFS.klunfdnmt. -qui nullam wrigquam: Me!l(il vieths artems &i-
% dicere. . JHissimiul stiue herus -obierit, aitt ipsi egeotave-
_ .ﬂ‘z mint, ejiciuntur illicd ;. siam ‘et otiodos libentivs quim amgro-
~f-tod. aluat, gt swpo imoricntis heses non. protinus. dlendsy
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.-of Tands ;-  the: letting our farths dt.docex~ - BHP L
- M cesbive a tate, as thakes the tenantpoorér  ~
“:even thisn his servents, whose wages ke
. cantiot - piy, -and involvesin the" sue
¥ wmrisery day-labourers, tradesmen, and:the
% Jesser merchants, who live in the country
%8 villages and towns; and thereby influ-
#¢_erices no less the'great towns and whole-
% ggle merchants, makes the master -haye:a
% troublesome and ill-paid rent; his.lunds
“fiot improved by inclosure or otherwise,

T L L, R
5 pifficit paternee thohiKee: ‘intérim M esutiart’ strermd, ‘it
“ strenué latrocinentur: nam quid faciant? Siquidem ubi
¢ errando paullulum yesus ac valetudmem attrivere,. 'qnorbo oL
“ jam squa'hdos, atque obslws pannis, neque gene S
R nantur ‘accipere, neque audentBudbt ; hon' iénmm‘qlﬁ F
". #.waolliter educatus in dtio acitleliis, wolitus sit docinows ..
“ acinace ac setra,t totaxn ‘viciniam vultp pebulonicq desmoem
i g contemnere omnes pre sé, haudquaquam ldonenm
f*’qn‘n &im hgone #ic marre, maligria mercede at’ vxwrpneo
!‘!tddulmr,uisenmtpmpm,;..hﬁqﬁ ‘noltis; inquis, hoc hos
" 1% mipyn genus in primis fovendum est; in his enim utpote
* hommibus animi fnagis eccelsi ac generoswns, quﬁ.m sunt
- bices' dut agricolee, ‘consistunt’ vires ac robur é&emto}
~;rftsiqmdo sit codfligendum Bello: profeetd inquarit’ efo, ek~
;7 Qem operd dicas lipet, belli grati} fovendos esse fure, iqui-

. G bus haud dubié nunq\mn earebliu, dam itis hos,”.

‘)Tdﬁmlvl H! dy& cdada alvaa MY AL -!;4-1.

f-;



DOOK: IV ¢ bk, oo want. of horses and oxan. it fov

oo MBMORG OF TRE W, .

-labour, every where run. out and.abused.”
Aind,- a8 o direes-remedy couldibe. ansily
applied .to- the;eurrection of 4his supposed
sbuse; he preposed, im-thai it -place; to
prohibit- by law; the teking: of+eny-interent
Jeoit money 3 which: wowld: oblige the rich to
saioploy .sheir woalth eithr in egricultural
Ampedvements;: or in esmmerconed shanv-
fhbotures; :and; secondly)  he recommended
(mM‘ chimerical. :!'Egulatiou. .60 the effect
of gradually abolishing the leasing of farms,
equalizing land-property, anid making every
man the acmkl cultxvaﬁor of lus own estate.

-“' Experience has" ‘at rengﬁh evinced the
fundamental, error.of. all these speculations,

and-demonitrated; that the ;poverty of Seot-
tand was to be remedied, antt 'the indolence
of the lower. classes.of the people corrected,
b7 -mcans’ divectly the reverse.of those which
this politwal writer has p‘l'opose&‘ But this
experience was -very slow .in its operation,
a8 overy-change found obstacles both in the
hubits of the people, and in some respects
éveri in the condition and tenure of landed

|

{
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prgionty; ~Aicteiy. gros proportion. of ke -4

Jayeldax Sentiantt. Yenig, St ondy-£or the: pars
pones of rpdsbuile Kaes  paissained - in) odsapnis
hbdsé wisenhtuaind tenantst of sy adioioe
ing. proprietors ;: MHQ, at /tbﬁ“(sm ey
the:arable lands, even in the best parts of
the country, weire occupied by a number of

smalltengni, who, insteasd. .of . cultivating

‘fataes;: divided: eithier by fertces’or
hnoxm land-marks, -shared the" ground
mong them. by -alternate: ridges ;. & practme
mcompdtlble “with-> good: ngrmulbure?, ~amd
which rendered it impossible to’ imprdv‘e the
laad by plantmg and inolqs;,ng It is

o
e

i m— B MR e e o ™Y

-t

w Conridered, with- pegard’ 1" its y Polics; Aghioultire,
Jrades Mansfuclures anil Fisherdes, writven by Provost Pas
gaiow Linpsa v of " Edinburgh, 'and phblished in the year
1939, the wittched poficy fi the msgrgement 'of reat ‘astutils
‘whith at thusitidie prevaties;id: ehus WMM M ﬂia
.'Meswiuchhdunmgmd e

T B R R Y B AL LR AT C H L] S
e T Iotiships and'gra baronies] mget of the“fuﬁm
Wfive'in WhHE #' called the’ Barony-tb?ﬁn" the “4¥ablé’ Fands
e VA B fuin-Hg, " Wiustly- aitiongst "ihehe) ! dhd” the
% ‘butlyihg grounds dre Posacased’ by ‘thetw all ih”épﬁn‘m‘dn’ foy

*Indveryptdwiubmnh* entiﬂcd,ﬂklmdg' N
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Jook I¥. trae, that-in 16085, the Legislature ptmidedf

S OV T T O P o

u'emedy for these evils, by two separate sta~.
tutes,the one authorising the division of com-
mongs, and the ether that of runsidge lands,
= the suit of any proprietor hmng an inte-

t». |u,|! :'-)" . .

L f.

i% pasture.and casting of foedl; (i. e: cusing the greensward for
f turf. tq- qover their ‘hoyses, or for hurning,) & most pesnis,
K cipus practice., When this disposition of estates was made,
t the manners of the times madeé it necessary: the Crown

[5%. waiitédieither power of inclination'to'kedp the public' peace;

i§ apd to'mesenve the perions apd properties ol the subjerte.
 ffrom. . the, viglence apd optrage of one pnother. Ani m_)u;g
“ doe to ohe family, was repmred by the retum of a like act

“ of violence apbn ' the' hggressor: thus,” two :families, once
“ at variance, continued in feud and enmity, and a state of

f¢ war. - The lord of- the barony lived-in a eastle or - tower of

" war; and unless he was surprised abroad in the day-time,

® lisparkonWas ‘sufe;: und he might dleep sound et night:
Sobut:thgic lande werdilishle to-the constant-plunder’ ane dé-
. predations of ene .another. ‘When an' inrad  happened,
*.every ome upbn' the ground was boand. by his interest, as

~ % wall psvhis duty, to . ont: with his armis to . rescue the

V6 oy 3w, inq theis-corit and icatsle were all, by this disgio-
* sition, mixed, eyery one probebly had & sbare.in; it- . But
¥ these unhappy days are now long since passed ; the peace
« af the country, and: the properties of its jnhabitants,. are
"mmbth» The effect should tharefore pease

34, with, the canse,  These baranjes may, sow be yauch isgprar

“ vgl,b,ydmdmgﬂwmmwsomxfarms,mhafaw

"'pcxexten&.
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et in such division - bus in-the lstter éasé,
.the rémedy was paxtial and imperfect ; for
it néiflser extended to' the lartds: belonging
40 ‘barcughs and corporatiens;' nor ‘had it
-any effedt-in comecting the éstablished cus-
tom of runetidge'possessions among the te-
mants of the same estdte. -It was only the
-operetion of wiser -and -better notions of
-agriculture, gradually taking place from the
-increasing tranguillity. of thie country, and
the comsequent decay ‘of the. ancient. feudal
-habits, that at length abiolished those hurt-
ful usages, T S

..~ The inclosing of waste lands for pasture
-was first practised in the district of Gal-
.Joway, (Kirkcudhright-shire), about the year
-34190, by the grest cattle-dealers, who baughit
and pastured live stock, which.they drove
to the English market. The continual in-

23%
CHAP. I;I‘

Rarliest ape
tempts to-
wards its
advance.
ment

tercourse’ of these dealers with England, -

made them acquainted with various modes
of husbandry, which they successfully intro-
duced at home on the land-estates which
their wealth enabled them to purchase. The
example was imitated by a few spirited and
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bl IV opulent endiiblders in diﬁbruﬂt ‘parts of the

sountey. i Among- thesef the Eavb ol Hud-
dington, ‘and: John. Ceckburn . of Gimisten

* §n EBast-Lothian i Mr: Hope:of ®umailor in

Fife ; the Barls of Stair and: Eglkntoun it
-Aynshire ; . Mr Oraik- of AvbiglandinoRirks:
pudbrightshire ; and: the dsstDuke of Parsh

in Stratherne, deserve ite: belvpartisaiondy

mentioried, .ag wealous and::succewsful pro.
wveters.of the English, hushandry upon: thei
iestites. 1 »These noblemen> ead .pentiemen
formied, in' 1723;:the plan ofia:Soticty.for
the Encouragement of Agriculturey which, in

- a short time, comprehended three hundred
= of ¢hve principal landholders :in. S¢otlend ;

-+ -4nd this institetion; subsisting:in vigour for
. mbavelitwenty (yoars; Jdiffused ) the: bpmvmf

&pmmwmmﬁdmkbmpm SEtle
Jnngdomﬂ‘i MU (docde Geil Duiuikidt] i
atir fwicde oy i L o e et e
,!’ I ':sl‘ il i'-:""l‘ ‘ ')“‘fu IV 'I ]

o} o Tt s 1 fpdod; 1 (says: ‘ﬁ'jmm.zdiwﬁ&r ™

M_M‘l"e;ffbx“&b"hﬁhw%ﬁ ]ﬁd w; theif pvneleniriony
cula ving memorials, an g‘q ng) querios;
i ice ?g 3 hl:ﬁ‘:"" and manug F Jr pm}')oé
SH halo rolmwe it0 ‘the. publie’fahds Arawn np by'a Wm'&zm
+*0f; their ownkers by thei application 8o; ﬂ’%ﬂf}ﬂhx@
“ roughs for their concurrence ; by their joint application to -
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“The Rebellivn ‘in’ 1745 bioiight a 'great
recompenee for the teimporary: evils that ‘st
wndedhét; - the heany- valuable: :mprove-:
phomté Lo ‘which: it gave rise:in:

Avabng these, #he opening 'of -the’ country
byhighways; ‘the first step to-all atvafces
Hetit: in/ agticalthre, and the: pnmary etifgihe
oficivilisation; . the -suppression: of-the-Werd
table'jurisdictions ¥ ; - the igbolition f-the
pbtsondl»*smwes bf' the peaeh.ﬁt:ry,

2, .uu.k’UmuA FRY RSN . AR A S )1..-;4.)

N e - -
C R R . . . P A

. RO EIRAT IS (e ta XAk
w Parliament ; by the acts in’ consequence of that applica-

* tion; and by the King’s patent following thereon,mming
« . Trustees .for ‘the::Fisheries. and Maoufacturts, almost all

“"li}?‘wﬂ‘”pf %9!13\?%;.%“ his,, Seciaty coqumen,

e seem £o been several centuries behmd“ our
i iﬁnghbours oft nglané mow T'1 hope we arée within lesd
 f1;thin ahe d,ﬂuihq*mwubreguﬁwuﬂn husbendry

v mpnyfectunes’ — Magwanyd Praggioal jEpopdman

den 175
e 3’%'“- o verhy bew vz radeird

* The i of L. 152‘006 Sm‘hngwas bhckitained to b
o sdagjinte compenmetion te: the hecithlie poprietons of thosg
Jstiierion s, i Tole.shisenn adi o rush b fi
g capital of the country, the administration of justice,
hitherto subservient too frequently to iniquitous and tyrane
nous oppression, was most materially improved by the ap-
pointment of Sheriffs-depute, men educated to the law, and
-nominated to those offices by the Sovereign. - ~
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kept them in the most abject dependance,
~and. repressed all .ingenuous “exertions to
" improve. their condition, were great.and per-

" msaent benefits. Nor is it to be denied,

of the

E

.?g

‘?

that, in a few instances, even the forfeiture
of many of the grest estates, and their tem+
porary. annexation to the Crown, while. it

tended more effectually ‘then any “other

means that could be employed to break the
feudal bondage, was the immediate intro~
duction to a better system of husbandry,
and the cause of many material improve-
ments in the state of the country.

. These. forfeited estates; which were row
under the management 'of a Board of Cotn-
mlssxoners “specially appointed for that pur~
poee *,- consisted - of large tracts. of .land,

many patts of which were capable of “the
highest culture ; and they contained a strong,
a hardy, and a sagacions.race of men, whese
powers.it seemed.onlynecessary to call forth,
and direct t6 those means of itprovement

® Soe mprd, vol, i po28s. ..
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weajeh nakuze harkelf pog, witkini theis,powat,
grid of Whigh theirancient habithd, Bitha
ation,@nd in part thieir, own prajudicesy st
hsmxpravanﬁed;the,ﬁmploymmﬁ T

~‘pn‘. “ il.;fl Hv Sl nll' 3] ()l Bz $

’fheﬂuf/) which Loxd:Kames, xhﬂdut?f dlﬂ';
chargeaa& onei of the. Mambers of shig Bognd,
of iwhich;.for) many years he took.the most
active !direction;: siaturally; suggested -to. his
mind theiconsideration: of ydrious ;plans fox.
the.iiimproyement! ; of -those ;fixterisive den

‘mains; ofuwhich ‘they had the charge for the
puiblic benefit. : ., The, preparatory.step ;was

to. obtam 4 corkect .and.'particular ;.ageoyny
of;ithe: dgtual sitnation. bf, these, estates ;. -the
soilsof the -diffetent,farms ; 3. the 'mades, of
cultivatian employed,; the crgps commenly

raised ; .the manures, used,: and- these which.

the seil could furpish, and natuse most,. aeein
ly supply ; the prices. of labour, and provis
sions:; ‘and,; in general, to. colleqt gvery de-
gree. of information which .might tepd ta
siigyest the best improvements of which the
land was capable. . A.person of intelligence
and. acuvlt.y, and of known agmcu.ltural skll],

CWOL DL e @ . .o -k

R

st
sy

Wight's
agricultural



BOOX TV,
“

- SOR O B TR LR

My Bidvoie Wight of Orewiston, wnrphpm
séd by Lord' Kames, il sexnitnitod by the
Bodrd, to procetd; under aiset of. mstedes
tions, drdwii'up by his Lordship, and maké
a survey of this nature. Mr Wight's Re-
potts, which were made iiv the yeobre 1773

- s 1'7'74;, were so sutibfactory; that thee: Comi-

#ifssioners riot only adopted: from them -a
vatiéty of judictous regalations for the mia-
nagefifént of the estutes:. unider theil card;
and carried into effect . the:swost: benuficial
improvements of the lands;: buf, in. the
view: of exteiiding thosé -advantnges to the
Mition ‘at largé, they -employed theisanme
person to prosécate his swrveyd; und to. fur
tilsh  siniflar reports-of the. actadl state of
dgticulture in evety quurter-of - Scotland.
The tesult was, a great body of useful -
foritiatioti, which was given:to.the publi,

in' s voluraes, pristed:at, different. itex
vils, from the year 1778 to-1784 ;. annl whitch

fiay justly be said 48 have poweifully.exs
eited the spirit of improvement, -which,
frorii that time, has been progressive, and in
these latter yeats #ost: rapidly ¥o, i every
department of agricalture and rurak etono-
my. :
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‘W favourite ides of Lord: ‘Kames s, thie
establishmetit. of a° Board: of : Apriestlinre in
Scotland. Mis ‘plan was,  that' the i Board
should 'donliist ‘of - nifte’ nfembisys,. wlli-Teen
of “ahility and skil): in turabiuffairs; smd of
knowrt’ patriotisth, to; whom the hotioer of
promoting their countiy’s goed;would be:a
sifeient veward of their laboars: - Heipro-
posed thit 2’ Secrétarp shold ‘s appoifned

"
"CHABOR

Plan of &
Board ef
Agriculs

ture

for the official business, with an. adequate

salary ; and that the Board should hold its

eetings monthly.: .He digested a vegular R

‘plan of  the bysiness of this Boadd *; which
should comprehend every thingithat regard-
et the 'improvement of the agriculturs. .of
Beotldnd y involving ‘an acelirate imformation
of the' present-modes and: practices,:the ioo»-
‘tection of “errors, the mtreduction of aacer-
toined fmprovements, thedisection!of: xs-
tional experiments, and the excitement of
industry by premiums and bounties. The

plan, thongh, ‘from: vuiony nhe;wles not

Q2

‘Seetheplanofthxs BoardmtheAppendmtodn
Gentleman Farmer, p. 367:
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-adopted in his own lifetime, has been since
that time realized. in effect by two separate
institutions ; that of the Highland Society,
which, notwithstanding the limitation which

'its name implies, embraces every thing that
regards the general agriculture and husban-

dry of Scotland, and the British Board of

. Agriculture, which we owe to the active

zeal and patriotism of er John Smclmr of

Ulbster *.

But .I.‘ord Kames was not, satisﬁed'Awith
exciting the activity and employing the ta-
lents of others in those plans of general

qutility to his country. He resolved to con-
tribute the - fruits of his own speculations

and practice in agriculture,—a subject to

-which he had begun very early in life to

turn his attention, and which had always

-# To this: gentleman, whose zeal: in the ‘promotion of va-
rious schemes of ‘national improvement, and whose writings
‘on the subjects of Finance, Agriculture, Manufactures, &c.
‘entitle him to the gratitude of his country, we owe that com-
'prehensive and useful work, The Statistical Account of Scot-

land, cmanﬁmtheRepam:y‘theMm:tency‘tbemd
Parishes, in 21 volumes 8vo.
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3 . " e ° ' [ CHA .
been with him a favourite occupation. Avail- CHAF-L

ing himself of the labours of such of the
agricultural writers as have founded their
opinions :on scientific principles; profiting
by the ideas of his philosophical friends,
whom he engaged in an epistolary corres-
pondence on those particular branches of the

subject on which. he most wanted informa-

tion*; and combining their notions with
the result of his own researches and actual
experience, he at length, in 1776, when in
the eightieth year of his age, published his
Gentleman Farmer, being an attempt to im-
prove agriculture by subjecting it to the test
of rational principles. This work is a singu-
lar specimen of the powers of a vigorous
mind, which, even at that advanced age,
when the weakness of nature usually gives
of itself a respite from all laborious exer-
Q3

* How earnestly he courted every degree of information
on the subject which then engaged him, and with what truly
philosophical views his inquiries were directed, will appear
from some of those letters which the reader will find at No. IT.
of the Appendix to the second Volume. .

Ng-
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BOoR 1Y tibns, qud‘pmwim-mhym%&m

‘ undiminished -energy. . Of the ‘work iseif,
# is thd. bast euldgium to say; that, in-a
sciahiee whicli-of lite years basbeen contim:
ally.advaheibg,though yet far short of pérfec-
tion, the Gewtleman Farmer is the most use:
$dl book-f its kind iwhich had uppeared at
the time of its- pubhmtmn i

of that . From a8 desi:re*of >fomtmg a Jmt ‘estimate
o of this- work, of which' 8. very imperfoet
kimoirledge of the subject rendered me -an
incompetent judge, { applied to a learned
and ingenious¥riend; who, i the same offi-
aial: station. with :£;0rd Kames, joins to a va-
rietyof attainments, litenary and- philosophs-
eal, a‘ remarkable knowledge of agriculture,
#n which e bas distingnishaed himself by
some improveménts, founded on scientilic
principles, and of ‘mach practical utility,
The observations with which he has favour-
ed me, are too valuable to suffer any abridg-
ment in: point of ‘matter, and’I shall- make
no other alteration ‘on them than. a, few
light c"hanges of expx;essmn : !
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- *# ; Noneief: Lord: Kames's: works. is morg CHAR-L,

charactetistic :ipf his ‘genius and disposition,
in all their. .principal .features, than the
Gentleman Farmer. In the Author’s yourig-
ot xlays, the pade, or rather barbarous state
of agricaltyre in Scotland, .had pewerfully
stvack hisimind, always animated. with zea~
Jous- patriotism, and never blinded by au-
thority. or custom. He.had accordingly, at

an. eardy period . of life, commenced .an im-
proving farmer -on his own. estate ; -but his
professional: labours as a Lawyer and Judge,
and the.wvariety. of this .pursuits :in.Morals,
Metaphysics;, .and: the . Belles . Lettres, as
well: a0 his zesearches on the subjects of Law
and: Antiguities, predluded the possibility
of : s devoting that time and attention to
practiest -agriculture, which was necessary,
either to.form asoupd. system from his own
observation. and experience,.or to prosecute
the recessary relative researches in 'the

seienoes of Natural History, Mechanics and

Chemistry, ‘even as' then uvnderstood, ; al-

though- his . philosephic. mind, by a natural

instinet, constantly recurred to them, as the
' Q4



0K IV. great sources:from:which the improvéinents
of agriculture were.to be suggested, amd-its

ultimate at.mmments to be derived,: @ .7

* "
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SPHNSEAERS
LR Gleamng, however, as much as he eodd
of the recent discoveries and improvements
in. thoser deieme's, and relying on the facts
acquired from his own ‘observation and ex«
perience, -as well as-.from. general reading;
and the:conversation of men-of enlightened
mind; with whom ‘he associated ; and trust.
ing to.the powers of his.own uhderstanding
in-meditating:on what had oocurred to him
in the course: of a long life, he, in the-80th
year of :his age, gav'é to the public his ideas
on ‘Husbandty in all its branches. In a
work thus produced, much correctness, much
scientific induction, or much of novelty to
persons of. information, was not. to be.:ex~
pected.: :Nor.was it- to be hoped, - that. it
should even be free from ernors, arising
from: wrong information, and failure of: mes
mory, or altogether: exempt fsom .that des
fect -of which. the: gredtest of .the Author's
sdmirers must be .sensible,~a properisity
to be too easily satisfied with an ingeniong
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* thoughit, .or captivated.by a plausible hypo- CHAP.&

thesia. But after every allowance of this
kind, the wotk .is- extremely valuable. It
exhibits eyéry where the most . enlarged
wiews of .the subjects of which he treat;s.
if niot -alwaya:suecessful in pointing out thg
true causes of appearances, it generally di-
- zeats fo the quarter from whence they are to
be.somght 5- if it. fails in prescribing univere
. sally the best rules of practice, it exposes
many that are improper and pernicious
and.:while it abounds in valuable sugges.
tions,..and: imgenious - thoughts on every
branch of .husbandry, it seizes all opportuy
nities of romsing the activity of the hus-
bandman; of animating his patriotism, and
Btrengthening his conviction of the wisdom
end benevolence <of - the Great Author of
Nature. The work, in. short, is fully ade,
quate to the state of knowledge of the sub-
ject, even among the best-informed agricul-
tamists, at the. period whep it appeared ; and
it had a rémarkable . influence in diffusing
that knowlédge, -and.in prompting to new
sxperiments. and improvements throughout
the nation ; thus: exciting a-spirit of enter-
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; prize in egricubtural pursuits, which, mat-

WOOK 1TV,
L e

withstanding wars, and taxes /without ex.
smple, enables it to pervade the coumtry
with an increasing rapidity, and promises te
bring husbandry to a state of perfection
htherto snknown, and even unexpected.

-+ %.10f a work -of this kind, & would be im-
proper heve to :enter into any examimation
§n detail, which, from. the nature of the sub-
jett, would either resolve imo.a lange toes.
tise, or prove .nearly useless or invidiows
{ndeed, nothing -ceuld be move unfair than
to write an ample review in 1806, of 4 werk

* iw:Agrieulture published in 1'776. :Dr Blackis

diseoveries in chemistry had then emly be-
gun to'produce that sthool of experimental
philesophers, -whio" have -since carnied sthe
svience Ho an extraordinary height, in-unien
with 9ts kindred departments of nataral his-
tory ;-;und-the accumulstion .of practical .ob-
vervationson agrienlture, which Lord Kames
Bimeclfiwas the first:to promotein Scatland,

had thep:only.ooqmmenced. In such «cin

cumapinces, little could be quoted from . his
work 'which .weuld niot .admit.of; correction,
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iy .being vestticted, inodified or-enlarged;
and the Beviewer would assume 2 -superi-
ority over his Author, which time: alone,
sad the natural progress of science, had oc-
cssioned. It may, however, be asserted
with sopae confidense, that, were a.proficient
. in:husbandry, with all the advantages of re-
cent discoveries; to begin pow 6o compose
a popidar ‘work on that ‘subject, he ¢ould
hardly follow a wiser dr moré beneficaal
pian, than to write over again, chapter:by

e8¢
CRAP. 5
\owygmnned

d:gptel‘,LOPd ‘Kames’s Gentéernan Farmer, .

makimg those corrections, and-adding those
improvesents, which the progress of matu+
ral sdience in the last generation has fur.
mished. - in this Wway, his work would. com-
peebend almost every thing useful or desir-
sble for the farmer to learn$ while at the
same time, the "advawmcément of the: am
would be distinctly marked,:and meny va-
loahle hints and views brought: forward with
mew advantages, thait, (i awork, in some
fegioe ohsolete, rhn-a risk:of being:alto-
gethen overlodked and -dost; -For nven::<of
science o not-always submit 40-be men. of
epmions- researoh:; snd tirere: are few, whq,
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Wox - with a view to practical information, will

now peruse a treatise on Agriculture com-
posed thirty years ago. '

* ¢« Hence, though the mistakes and errors
in such works as the Gentleman Farmer are
now nearly harmless, and consequently
there is no strong call on any person to
point them out, there is a considerable risk,
that many hints which it contains of great
importance, may be altogether forgotten

. and lost : more especially, where such hints,

as often happens where they drop from au-
thors ‘of superior ingenuity, are better cal-
culated for a more advanced state of the art
than that of the period when they flourish-
ed. Thus, Lord Kames’s suggestion .to at~
tempt artificially to form a soil of perpetual
or indefinite fertility, in imitation of some
soils found in nature, does not appear to
have been followed with any trials by actual
experiment ; though the very attempt, as
he justly observes, could not fail to afford

‘valuable information. But the state of che-

mical knowledge in his time, and for some

- years after, was too imperfect to promise
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mauch bengfit from such an attempt ; where;
as, the great improvement in the chemical
anpalysis in- late years, seems now to point
out the pursuit as rational, and a successful
course. of experiments to that end.to be
wu:hln the, reach of our powers.

c .Whnle_, for the reasons above, mention-
ed, it'would evidently be improper to enter Honé
into any detailed criticism on Lord Kames’s
.Gentleman Farmer, it may be remarked, that
every intelligent reader will feel a sensible
pleasure in the reflection, that the benevo-
lent wishes and the patriotic views of the
Author have, in many respects, met with
their full accomplishment in the great im-
provement which the science of agriculture
has of late years undergone. It is true, that
- this pleasure suffers some allay from obser-
ving the neglect with which some of his
most salutary "advices have been treated.
Of these one remarkable instance occurs to
be mentloned It must be a.cknowledged,
that Lord Kames’s advices concerning the
Planting of Trees, are among those least en-
titled to estimation ; and, in partlculal;, the

'58

CHAP. L

Obeerva~
tionleon-

Planting.
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direetions he gives for- stirring. the soil, and
weeding or thinding: their nihfbers twice in
the-year ; and for cutting off the under
branches of firs. and' larches, till the treed
#re -ds far distant from each other as they
are high : directions which, i many cases,
would be absolutely pernicious; and the
first: of which, the stirring the earth about
the roots; seems to be inconsistent with ano-
ther of ihis advices, which has more' reasont
in it, namely, that the forester should go .
over his young plantatxops after every high

‘wind, ahd' tread firmly around: the roots

wherever the trees appear to be loosened; in
order to sustain: themt in their upnght posi«
tiéon. Bat-among his remarks on this sab«
ject, there is one of a very important natare,
#nd which is extremely deserving of attens
tion. ' In viewing the natural foreats of fir
in the Htghlands of Scotland. where the
timber is equal to that of the best foreign
growth, we observe that those forests cort
#ist of trees of all different ages the seeds

- Peing sown each successive year by the birds

and - winds ; ‘se. that, however thick they
vise .onthe swisce, there is always a deci~ -



AND WHITINGS &F TORM KAMES.

958

dett superiordy i some ofithe-txees dbisve CRATT

the resk’ /By thie means, though the young:

or afford shédlierivo the older trees; they ol

watys' givd way to them, and hénce; jnstead
of Béing of ‘prefudiee to their growthy they
favour it Very greatly, by rubbing off ‘theit
unidet bratichies) #nd protecting their stewrs
fros the: cold, which would ‘ctherwise eoris
teact  the bark, and check the rise of tie
s = at. the same timey; theloss of their wit
derdbranches. affordy the more nourishmers
to their loﬂ!y lseads, which spread with grest
Wynirimce, . 'Ot the other dmnd) in estend
sive’ plantations: iof fixs; thié trees beihg all of
the sate age; and: ‘Tising’ togethér, they i<
terfort with each' other ‘in: thetr growth

there is - génetal struggle for superiority
for many years; and even the hardier

plants, which come at last to overpower the

weaker, suffer much by the cqntest, and ex-
hibit t0 the last its effects: i theit long,
naked, spindle form, small heads and trunks
of inconsiderable dimensions. ~ Such is the
consequence of planting a whole field at.the
seme time, instead of nmtaemg the process
of nature, by stocking it in & succession of
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w years. But - even- where: this. erronetus

&

mode of planting has been follawed, 8 ¢
medy to a certain extent might be obtained,
by keeping the outskirts of large. plaritations
moderately thin ; so that the trbes; retaine-
ing' their under branches, weuld form a
fence to exclude the cold winds from penes
trating into the innermost parts of the plan-
tation, contracting the bark of the trees,
and thus stunting their growth, - -If, in ad-
dition to this precaution, some, care were
taken in cutting off the.tops of the leds pyo-
mising trees, so as to favour the.spreadi

of the heads in the more luxuriant, therg
seems little reason to doubt, that our, plans+
ed fir-woods might in timeafford : timber of
equal size and goodness with the- naturql
forests *.”

s . . R 4
# ¢« If we observe how trees thnve on a de;:lunty +. and

still more in a valley, t.hough in a poor soil, and at a congi-,
demble helght above the’sea, we shall soon d:.soover the up-~

"' 4 See another reason assigned for‘thethrlvingof treés upon a decli-
vity, in & Letter from Professor John Walker to Lord Kames, dated 18¢ti
February 1773, Appendix to. Vol IL No. 1L Letter L ix fine.

.
SN
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" Whiis far my ingenious friend ; and to his
renvarks ‘on the subject of Lord Kames's
@entleman Farmer, 1 shall only add, that at
a period when agriculture in Bcotland was
ia its"infancy, or but just beginning to be
fegarded as' a science resting on rational
principles, its Author had the merit of ex-

gportance of the three following advices; (1.) To exclude the
winds from ranging without interruption among the naked
stems &f trees ; (2.) To afford "advantages to the strongest
plants. i . overtopping the weaker ; and (3.) To plant suffi-
ciently thick to darken the ground, which urges the trees to
tend upwards, diminishes their lateral branches, and thus pro- .
motés both the height and volume of the stem. The latter’
advice, however, must be cautiously followed, lest the air and
light be excluded tq a pernicious excess.——In those neglects.
ed plantations where daylight may be seen for miles through
naked stems, chilled and contracted with the cold, the mis-
chief might perhaps be partially remedied, by planting young
trees round the extremities, which, having room to spread
luxuriantly, would exclude the winds; and the internal spaces
might be thickened up with oaks, silver-firs, beeches, and
such other trees as thrive with a small portion of light.
When once the wind is excluded, the weakest of the old trees
might be taken out, and the others left to profit by the shel-
tex and space that is pffprded.”

YOL, II, R

257
CHAP. 1.
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POk 1v.  plaining shose principles, so far as,.then

known, with clearness and precision, agd of
pointing out.their application to,the prac-
tices of husbandry, which in niost instances
he could recommend from his own expe-
rience, or- what he had learned of the expe-
rience of others. A work of this nature
from a person of his station, public charac-
ter, and eminent talents, was calculated to
give importance and dignity to those pur-
suits and employments which are generally
rated far below their value *. He had the
merit, too, of furnishing in. his own person
amost useful example to the country gentle-
men of Scotland, fitted to arouse them. from
that state of torpor in which teo many of
them pass their lives, and to awaken a ge-
nerous emulation to _distinguish themselves
in those manly and ingenuous occupations,

.
EEM A LR

T

" % Omnium autem rerum, ez’ quibus aliquid acquiritur,
nihil est agriculturd melius, nihil uberius, nihil dulcius,; ni¥sl
homine, nikil libero dignius.—Cic. De Offic ii. 42." See like~
wise the whole of. that fine panegyric on agriculture, which
the same author, makes in the person of the elder Cato.—
Jbid. DcSenectute, cap. 15, 16.
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which tenid equslly to the: public benefit,
and the increase of thelr own comforts and
enjoyments el :

Lord Kames dedlcated lns Gentlmum
Farmer to Sir JorN Privere, then President

- 259

CHAP.-1.

Letters
from Sir
John

Pringlto

of the Royal Society, at once desirous of Led

paying a complimient to an old and valued
friend, and ambitious, as he acknowledges,
- of obtaining the patronage of thdt respec-
table Body to his labours. . He received
from Sir John Pringle the two followmg
‘letters, of the same date

Sir Jorn PrincrLE 2o Lord Kamrs.
« London, January 24, 1771,

« My LonD, :

“ Hpvmg yesterday presented to the
Royal Society yaur late publication, entitled,
The Gentleman Farmer, and represented to
them, that if your Lordship has been plea-
sed to prefix my name to the dedication, it

R 2
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.was.on aceount of the honour I had of sit-

ting in the Chair; for that the address was
virtually to the Society at large: In conse-
quence of this declaration, they desired me
to return their most hearty thanks to your
Lordship for your valuable present, and for
the compliment you make them in request-
ing their patronage on the occasion. But
the Society, my Lord, are persuaded, from
your Lordship’s genius displayed in your
other productions ; and from your long ex-
perience, enlightened by the principles of
natural knowledge, so often defective.ar
misapplied in works of this nature, that this
Treatise of Husbandry will require no other
recommendation to the public, than. their
knowing that your Lordshlp is the author

of it. .

“ By the authority, and in the name of the
Royal Society of London, I am, my Lord, -
your Lordship’s most aﬂ'ectlonate friend,
and obedlent servant,

JonN P.anLn, P. R. S.”

-
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, '. ;“Léndon, January 24. 1771, -,
& My Lokp, .

“ Having written the letter which ae~
eompanies this, in’the name of the Society;
give me leave to return:your Lordship, in
my private capacity, my warmest acknow-
ledgments for the honour you have done
me in so public a manner, of calling me
your .Friend, in the dedication of your

Gentleman Farmer. Hitherto unworthy of .

so flattering an appellation, it shall ever be-.
my study to deserve if." - '

“ The book ought to have been present=
ed to the Society a week sooner, but an ac-
cident prevented my zeal. It was. déliver-
ed to me by Mr Smith.. Taking it for
granted, that there was another copy .in-
tended for the Society, but not yet arrived,
I gave them mine, though you had written

my name'upon ity designing to replace it in

my. study by another copy, which. I ahl}
. B 3 h RS . ,h i
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sook 1v. demand from Mr Caddell, your bookseller.

If you choose it, I shall eall for a second,
to lay, in your name, at His Masesty’s
feet ;—a step your Lordship may with pro-
priety take, considering the subject, your
rank, and character as a writer. If agree-
able to you, your Lordship may send orders
to Mr Caddell to have a copy bound in the
King’s taste, for that purpose. This is an
office (I mean presenting the book) I could
do, without the formality of applying to the
Lord Chamberlain, or the Lord of the Bed-
Chamber in waiting.

“ Before I carried the copy you sent me

to the Society, I had read a good deal of it,

and: wag much pleased with the easy and
natural ‘manner in which you convey in-
struction. *-When T get another copy, I shall
finish the whole ;- as [ esteem it a clear and
phtlosophlcal aocount of that most mterest-
mg part of natural knowledge "

. In a short time w1ﬂ be dlehvered to
your Lordship, a copy of anether Society
discourse of mine, under the title of 4 Dis-
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coutse on some of the late Improvements o
e Medins for presérving -the -Health of ‘Ma-
riners. “Your'’ Liordship will imagine, that
the Couticil of thé Royal Bociety, who gave
tne. the theme, Had' understood that your
Lordship intended 5’ upbraid-us with being
always soanng 'in 'the clouds, and dealing
too ‘miuch 'in abstruye:- speculatlons Here
youll’ Bnd- us déscend -and “vulgarise our-
selves' With'a wititess, by writing ‘and hear-
ing an encomium on small-beer, sour claret,
and sowins.
K] =1-;' . ' Y

“« " mgst heartlly Wlsh your Lordshlp a
contitiuation “of health ‘and spirits for the
ﬁirt’her instruction’’ of ‘the world; and the
Tatther fdy of your' friends ; ; -and:Lhave the
honbiif ‘to be, nity’ Lord, your Lordship’s
most’ oBedlent and’ obliged' humble ser-
Vant . DL e

, JOHN PRINGLE v

It a subsequent létter, at - the distance

of some months, Su' John Pringle ' thus

writes :
R4
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“ I had the honour of presenting your
book to the Kine, which was most gracious-
ly received. His Maesty was pleased to
order me to return you his Rayal Thanks,
and afterwards to speak most favourably of

. the subject, and of the Author. He was

glad to hear that agriculture was making
such a progress in Scotland, and that such

.gentlemen of condition and learning encou-~
raged the study and practice by their own

example.

“ For some days past, I have been much
entertained with Captain Cook’s own ac-
count of his last voyage. It is written with
much judgment and veracity, and will af-

. ford your Lordship most authentic and ex-

cellent materials for another volume of
Sketches on Man. The work is quite ge-
nuine, no alterations having been made
from the manuscript in his own handwri-
ting, except with regard to language, and
those chiefly grammatical.——1I. am, my

- Lord,” &c.
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CHAPTER II.

Indefatigable activity of Lord Kames’s mind.—Letter from

. Mrs Montagu on that subject.—Elucidations on the
Law of Scotland.—Select Decisions of the Court of
Sesston.— Loose Hints on Education.—Former Wri-
ters on that subject ; Locke, &c.~Rousseau’s Emile.~
Other systems of Education.—Lord Kames's views on
that subject.— Religion a main object of attention.

A'r the advanced period of life to which
Lord Kames had now attained, his.consti-
tution had suffered nothing from the attacks
of old age. When now upwards of four-
score, there was no sensible decay of his
mental powers, or, what is yet more extri~
ordinary, of the flow of his animal spirits,
which had all the gaiety and vivacity of his
early years. ' Indefatigable in the pursuit of

CHAP. IL

gable acti-
vity of Lord
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new object of attainment ; one literary,
was no sooner accomplished than ang
was entered upon with equal ardour
unabated perseverance. It seems in
to be the natural consequence of a st
engagement in the pursuits of science
literature, and is more particularly th
sult of the habit of composition, th
mind, once accustomed to a regular tra
thought, and to the examination of a

ject.under all its different aspects and
tions, cannat be satisfied with a d

exercise of its powers; ; and feels nol
wonted self-enjoyment, without a dete
nate object of study or investigation. M
over, one literary labour is often the pa
of another. In the course of investigy
one particular subject, another is stag
which invites to. a separate. discussion ;.
hints are treasured. up for a future inqu
like the prospect gained by, the travelle
a new and:beautiful. country, which car
be explored at :the time, withoyt devial

from the true course; of his jowrney ;

which he reserves as the object of an a



AND WRITINES OF LORD KAMES.

267

survey, and engages in it with alacrlty at his CHAP. .

ﬁrst season of leisure.

On this ‘subject,—the pleasure arising
from mental activity, Lord Kames had en-
larged, in & letter to his friend Mrs Mon-
tagu, and in describing it as an irresistible
appetite in his own constitution, had inti-
mated some doubt of its being altogether
praise-worthy, when indulged, like any other
appetite, to excess. The following answer

is strongly marked with that good sense and

propriety of feeling which emmently dxs-
tmgulshed the wrlter '

« Sandleford near Newbury,
‘ “ August 23. -
« My DEAR Lom), L

“ There i -a kind of sacred luXury in
communication with a friend, which, like a
sacrifice, should be tasted only in the sanc-
toary. In the profane and unclean world
of common life, infested with- low solicie

tudes and .cares, .one is unable and mawor<
A

Letter frons
Mrs Mon-
tagu on thak.
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thy to enjoy this hallowed feast. - Your let-
ter found me in- London, attending lawyers,
and attended by architects, sculptors, brick-
layers, painters, glaziers. Was it possible
that in such a motly crowd I could either
converse with a Friend, or reason with &
Philosopher? Now that I am restored to
a state of rational tranquillity, and in the

" bosom of silence, I have meditated on what

you have written on the subject of Man’s
perpetual activity ; and never can I think
of that power and principle in his nature

“ with greater respect and approbation, than
~while the writer’s own character is before

me. Most terms are capable of different
meanings. Restless activity is generally
taken in'<a bad sense: and if perpetual oc-
cupation has no ether motive than a busy
brain abhorrent of rest, it is a kind of St
Vitus’s dance of the mind. On the other

" hand, ret to repose or tarry; while any good
* temains to be done, is highly eommendable:

And as nio man has ever attained either to

~ the utmost improvement of his ewn facul-
" ties, or done all the goed which it was i
“his power to deo to others; se he is-blb‘lf!e-
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able if he suffers himself to rest in any pe-
wriod of his being, while it is in his power to
wnake further advances to those Worthy ends
of his existence,

. % Your Lordship says, if man were mere-
iy a selfish being, he would always be at
rest. It is most natural for you to think so,
who make the good of others your great
principle of action: But a selfish man who
loved eating, would not be at rest till he ob-
tamed a good dinner. Avarice, you say,
is the least selfish of all the passions. The
result of it to self, is certainly very bitter:
but yet, as self-good is certainly its aim and
obJect all we can say is, that the avaricious
man reasons extremely ill, and is guilty of
egreglous ﬁ)lly in employmg means which
can never answer his end. You observe
very justly, that the pleasure of doing good
never decays, but on the contrary strength-
ens by exercise. As we love those to whom
we do good, we grow more affectionate to
dur fellow-creatures, in proportion to the
extent of our benevolence. Therefore, my
~ good Lord, keep on in your benevolent

269
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course : feed the hungry in mind
instruct the ignorant ; reprove the
in life or study ; teach the idly curi
to lose their time in prying into thi
discoverable by human reason ; give
veller, who by mistake has wandered
his way, the plainest direction to ke
road of his duties: thus shall action
preferable to rest,

“ Thus much in answer to the

Friend, Where do you pass the re
of the summer? I hope at Blair-
mond. Where can the summer be
delightful, or the autumn more pleas

- In the winter, the distant mountains c

ed with snow would offer the sublime
I do not think the sublime in good s¢
in the cold months. Our bodily fee
then call for comfort and mdulgence

.slnveru;g 'limbs disturb the reverie ;

feels that ene is not pure spirit, noi
subsist on the phantasms. of imaginatio

Tow'red cities please us then,
And the busy hum of men :——
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'The vegetable world has forsaken us; and CHAP.IL

the animal is no longer ‘pleasant company.
At Edinburgh - your Lordship will find the
pleasures of cqnversationin their highest
degree.

.. * My memory often -presents to me the
happy days we passed at Denton, and'I ne-
ver reflect upon them without tender grati-
tude to you.and Mrs Drummond, for so
kind, and sp agreeable a visit. I passed six
weeks this spring at the Bath, with great
benefit to my health: from thence I came
to this-place ; but have since been obliged
to make two visits to London, on account
of a large purchase § am making of an estate

adjoining to Denton ; and also 'to attend to

the eompleting- my new" house in town,
.which will be an ¢xeellent habitation. The
. estate 1 am purchasing will likewise be'a
good acquisition : -but. alas'' the present
state. of the .country- throws'a ¢loud which
-obscures - these- brilliant- possessidns.  Per-

haps-the same hand which delivers this. in-
to the post, will bring back an account that
the French and Spaniards are landed. Ido
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not fear the destruction of every thing from -
such an event; but I apprehend all the evils
of confusion and dismay. I determine, how- -
ever, to be myself as little confused or dis-
mayed as I can, and to submit with resig-
nation to whatever the Great Disposer of
gll things shall ordain. The invader and
invaded are His, and by his goodness, om-
niscience, and omnipotence, he can, and will
do what is best for both: human wisdom
and power could be a friend -only to one
side. With mest affectionate esteem, I
am, &c.

Evriz. MoNTAGU.”

In considering, in a former part‘ of these
Memoirs, those Essays of Lord Kames’s,
which he entitled Law-Tracts, I took notice

- of the circumstances which gave origin to

‘that work, as well as to another of the same

nature, his Elucidations on the Law of Scot-
land*. 'The latter publication may indeed
be regarded as a sequel of the former; se-

veral topics, of which he had before treated,

* See supra, vol. i. p. 299. and p. 817.
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as ke thought, too much in the general,
being . here resumed, and. considered with

greater amplitode ; and the principles which -

he:had laid down ‘in that former work, and
in his T'reatise on Equity, applied to various
other branches of the municipal law, which,

in the course of his judicial function, and in .

the practice of the Court, had occurred to
his consideration.

The Elucidations - respecting the Common
and Statute Law of Scotland, which he pu-
* blished in 1777, in one volume 8vo., com-
prehended forty-two separate articles or
heads of discussion ; in which it is the Au-
thor’s object, (as he informs us in his ‘pre-
face), to vindicate the municipal law of his
country from the reprdach it has incurred
from the writings of our older jurists, whose
works contain “ a mass of naked preposi-
“ tioms, drawn chiefly from the decisions of
“ ‘the Supreme Courts, and rarely connect-
“ ed either with premises or. consequences ;
« —decisions all delivered as of equal au-
“ thority, though not always coencordant.”

VoL, L. . 8 '
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BOOK IV.  Spurning at this "indolent and dégrading
bondage of the mind, the Author, in this
work, as in all his former. résearches in the
law, appears the advocate of rational prin~

ciple and just argument, in oppositien te
anomalous practice and blind autherity.

In the coursé of these disqnisitions, the
wonted ingenuity of the Author is conspi-
cuous, in throwing new and striking lights-
on some of the most abstruse and intricate
doctrines of the law of Scotland. = Such are
the doctrines of Assignable Obligations, of
Personal and Transmissible Challenges of

- Right, of the Forms essential to. Marriage,
of the .Active and Passive Representation of
Heirs, of Special and General Services of
Heirs, of the Effect of entering Heir.cum
beneficio inventarii, of Qualified Qaths, of
Rules for the ranking of - Creditors.on.a
bankrupt Estate; and & variety of ofber
branches of. the law Among the rest, the
Author has new-modelled, and: republished
in this volume, the substance of the greater
part of those disquisitions which hé publish-
ed in 1732, under the title of Essays on. se-

e e,y
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veral- Subjects of Law, viz. Jus Tertéé, &e. CHAP IL

Tlie- Essay- On' -Piéscription, - enlhrged and!

~ improved, nrakes. a' chiapter-in- the preseﬁt

work : the Fissay, entitled Vinco vincentem, is:
comprehended under e artieleof #- Rultes
“ for the -ranking’ of Creditors ;” and the
discussions- relative: to- the subject -of Jus
Tertii, form another head, entitled, ©® What'
“ Interest is suffieient to erititle one to- sue
“ or'to defend.”” On topics of the- nature
of many that' are here treated; which often
give rise to the most difficult ‘questions; ¢ an&
on which-the ablést -jurists have différed’ in

opinion, it were vain to expect a completé

resolution of doubts; or to suppose that the
notions of "any 1nd1v1dual lawyer, however

acute “or profound; should. afford a genera:l'

convittign of “soundness' of decision. " The
AutHor himself was far from- 1ndh1gmg SO
presumptuous a hope. His' aim; as’he mo-
destly declares, went no higher thar to réuse
the spirit' of ifiquiry on rational ‘principles; 3
sensible of his prorieness to err, but trusting
thdt'a good effect might result even' ffom
the detection of -his errors. 'The Work ac-
§2 -
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20K IV cordingly, has found both its opponents and

its advocates on many. points of discussion ;
but none have been so unJust to its merits,
as to deny it the praise of elaborate research,

ingenious disquisition, and useful design.
It is worthy of notice, too, that some of
those doctrines of the Author which were
the most controverted in his own time,
particularly those relating to preferences a-
mong the creditors of a bankrupt, have of
late years come to be universally adopted,
and are sanctioned by the latest regu]ations
in the statute-law regarding bankruptcles in
Scotland

. The Elucidations on the Law of Scotland
were dedicated by Lord Kames to his friend
Mr Dunbas, (the late Viscount MeLvILLE),
at that time Lord Advocate for Scotland,
and Dean of the Faculty of Advocates. “I
% can,” says the Author, ¢ address to you
¢« this little work without a blush. As in
“ some instances it pretends to dissent from
“ established practice, I know few men,
% young or old, who have your candour to
“ make truth welcome against their own
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% prepossessions ; and still fewer who have
“ your talents to make it triumph over the
“ prepossessions of others.” A most just
and merited encomium.

Lord Kames, from the time of his pro-

" motion to the Bench in 1752, had made it

his constant custom to note the particulars
of every remarkable case which occurred in
the practice of the Court of Session, with
his own -observations on the decision, and
occasionally on the opinions of his brother

Judges : -a strong proof, that amidst the va-

rious pursuits which engaged his compre-
hensive mind, his professional duties had
ever maintained their just rank and impor-
tance. These Reports amounting at.length
to a pretty numerous collection, he gave
them to the public in 1780, in a folio vo-

lume, forming a supplement to that collec-

tion of the cases in.which he had heen -en-
gaged as a counsel, when ‘at the Bar; and
which he formerly piiblished urider the title
of. Remarkable Decisions *, The. suppl,empn—

. d ‘8. 3 . '

e I

® See wprd._ P 94
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Q00K V. tal volume is entitled, Select Decisions of the

Court of 'Session; -and it records the cases

most worthy of .notice, decided by that
Court, in a period of seventeen years, be-
tween 1752 and 1768. This collection ex-
hibits, like, the.former, a perspicuous state-

" ynent of the fact and argument of each case;.
" thopgh bettaying too, like the former,-a bias

not unnaturdly to the Reporter’s particular
opinions, and the grounds. of his own judg-
ment oh the case. - The work indeed may

- ‘be considered in some respects as a Review

of the decisions of the Court, during the

-period- to*which it relates *. ' It contains

"8 The' Author seems to consider it* himself in that light,
'asuppwubythenwcemthexeader at the end of the vo-
lume:

 Aughst 2779.

e As 1theen~oheof my- chief objeets in a long'life, to
"¢¢-improye the law of my native eountry, I have, in this col-
,“ lection, ventured my thoughts on particular decisions, for

e ﬂlustmtlon, or for correctlon { The extreme delicacy re-

iy qumw in’ ritictsing the detisions df' ' Supreine Court, I
5‘ am deeply sensible of ; ndr. am I certain that a conscious-

“‘ neuofnmpamnlrty onghtpjmufy me. Bu@qfonednng

Wt

l
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two hundred and sixty-four Reports, in all CHAP. 1.

~ ©f whith the judgment serves to illustrate
.Some inxportant principle of the law. The
scolleetioniwas digested for publication, and
pifinted, in-.the 84th year of the Author’s
.age ; but ab its mateérials were all prepared
‘while his powers of mind were in their full

wigour, it:forms a.valuable addition to our;

-common law-authorities, and to the records

‘of the practice of the Supreme Court.

The. subject of Education had always been

;-egarded by Lord Kames in a most 1mpor-
X 54

#¢ I am certain, that to have published this collection recent-

o ly, with my animadversions, in the face, as it were, of my

brother Judges, from whom I differed, would admu no

o Justlﬁcatnon It would have had the insolent air of chal-

*¢ lenging them to a paper-war, I resolved, therefore, while

“¢ any of those Judges were alive, that this collection should

- £¢ be kept private, and I gave orders accordingly.  After

."‘ waiting ten full years, I am now certain that my animad-

 versions cannot be taken amish by any person alive; and

« a5 I flatter myself that the work may be of some use to

. !‘ the pubhe, I-can discover no reason for denying imyself the

" satisfaction of having it correctly pubhsbed, under my own
e mspectxon, " Sel. Decis.'p. 839,

Loose Hints
on Educa-
tion.
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tant point of view, and it was destined to

-furnish the matter of that work with which

he closed his literary labours. . That this
subject had formerly engaged his mind in
no ordinary degree, appears from one of his
earlier productions, of which I have before

- taken notice, The Art of Thinking. That

small treatise was published in the year
1761. In the following year 1762, appear-

- ed a work upon education, which attracted

¥ormer .
" writers on
that sub-

. Locke. &c. i

in a remarkable manner the public atten-
tion, the Emile of JeaN Jacques Rousseav;

and from that epoch we may. date the pre-.

vailing passion of authors and readers, for
the composition and perusal of Systems of
Education, which seems characteristic of the

The pqrents and instructors of preceding

times, who, in aid of their own judgment,

wished.to avail themselves of the lights fur-
nished by superior talents and skill in the
education of youtb, had little élse to resort
to, than the Treatise of Mr Locke, publish-

ed in"the beginning-of thelast century, and.

a small Tract on Lducatlon, by Dr Isusc
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ment of the Mind, both published above sixty
yearsago*. Yet with all that the advance-
ment of science, and the successive efforts

of ingenuity, may be supposed to have con-

tributed %o the improvement- of this art, it
may fairly be questioned, whether any more
useful or safer guides can yet be found than
those early writers. The reason is, that they
considered education, not in the light of an
abstruse science, which required the aid of
superior intellect to unfold its principles, or
of deep' penetration to discover its-hidden
truths; but as a practical art, of which the

*'T mention not here the Tractate on Education by Mil-
" ton ; because, besides its extreme brevxty, and its bemg limi~
ted altogether to genera] views, it is less of the natart of a
- preceptwe work, from which a parent could derive instruction
in the proper educatlon of a chnld than the recommendation
“of a certain order and course of study, to be prosecuted in a
- national institution, for the training of youth to the. offices of
public life.——From the antiquated treatise of Peacham, (The
Complete Gentleman ), some instruction may be gathered,-and
# considerable share of amusement: although a just taste
must be. perpetually offended by the quamtnesa and. affecta-
tlon, both of the style and sentiments. .

281
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P°°¥ ™¥: rules and precepts had no other foundation

than plain common sense, prudence, and
discretion. , Acute metaphysmlan as Mr

JLocke was, and deeply skilled in the ana-
Jysis of the ppwezs of the mind, we find not

in his valuable ,Treatise, a trace of abstract
Feaspuing, refinement of thought, or the
soaallest . t;endency to new or singular opi-
njgns. ,All is simple, perspicuous, and ra-

tional. * It is yndoubtedly a very pleasing
;consideration, that it has been shewn by in-

genigus writers, from a careful analysis of
the miental powers, and an investigation in-
30 the principles of moral conduct, that the
most rational system of education, such, for
example, as is prescribed by Locke, is agree-
able to the true pnnmples of human nature,
and consonant to the soundest: philosophy
of the. mind. But was this demenstration
necessary ; or, ‘Considering the capacities of
those who most want instruction on the sub-
ject, is. it of mpch practical utility *? Hard

. % The latter :question shall - be answered by one of the
ablest of those writers themselves, who have tieated the sub-
Ject of education according to philosophical principles. In

/
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indeed were the lot of the generality of the CHAP. IL.°

human race, and precarious their chance of
moral and intellectual improvement, if the
rearing of .infancy and youth, and the train-
ing of the faculties and powers to the pro-
per ends of .our being, were a deep and in-

.Abe excellent Letterg by Miss EvizaseTu HaMiLTon, on the
Elementary. Principles of Education, is the following passage,
(vol. i. p. 18.); “ The effects of association are. daily expe-
¢ rienced by all; but as the term made use of to explain
“ these effects may not. be familiar to every reader of my-
“ .own sex, a few observations upon it may not be unaccept~
¢ gble. This was omitted in the former edition, from a cone
*fidence that the application of the term would sufficiently
e:plam its.meaning, = But in this, I find, 1 have been mis-
4, taken. A Lady, wbose powers of wit and judgment can
< be excelled by nothmg but her own candour and beneve-
T« lence, has convinced me of my error, by assuring me,
+¢.that, however familiar- the philosophical use of the term
¢ might be,to g certain clags of readers, tp such as had never

“ heard of any other ac:omatwm than those of the Loyal
“ Volunteerx, it wag to the last degree perplexing.” If the
- gblest metaphysicians have with Justxce ‘complained of the
vnisiakes arising from. the . .inaperfection bf language as.an in-
ent of :.hought, and of the saphistical reagonmgs to
wlnch "such unpe:fectlon has given rise, what hope is there,
that to those of ordinary capacity we. should convey clear
sidess; whil§ we . address them i in a hnguage of which they dq

et baovmﬁw md-mwﬁ 2
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w tricate science, of which only a few philo-

sophers had ascertained the just principles,
or were fitted to prescribe the rules and di-
rect the necessary practice, It may be bold-
ly said, that no similarly deficient economy
is observable in the plans of the Great Au-
thor of Nature. :

I am aware, that in Mr Locke’s Thoughis
on Education, there are some opinions, on
which men of equal judgment and good
sense may entertain a difference of senti-
ment. Such, for example, is the preference
he gives to a private over a public educa-
tion; and this, seemingly, without distinc-
tion of the temper, dispositions, and talents
of the child or pupil. But as the authar
details his reasons for this preference, and
fairly places in contrast to them the argu-
ments in favour of a public education, the
reader is allowed the exercise of his own
judgment ; and his conclusion will probably
be, that either plan may be ‘the ‘most expg- -
dient, according to the temper and talents
of the pupil, or the principal end proposed
in his education. The just inference to ‘be
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irawn from a difference of opinion in mat- CHAP.IL’
drawn fro e p ,

ters of this kind among men of the best.

understanding, is, that it is a folly to annex
exclusive utility to any particular mode of
tuition, or reprobate another as absolutely
hurtful, unless it be altogether whimsical,
and out of the common road. Good men
and useful citizens, have been trained, not
only both by the discipline of a public

_ school, and by private tuition, but after a'

great variety of plans and methods of in-
struction. The only points of real conse-

" quence, are the good sense and the ability
of the instructor; his capacity to discover
the natural disposition and powers of his
pupil, and to turn these to the best advan-
tage: a single paragraph from the Treatise
of Locke might furnish a text for many
volumes :

“ He, therefore, that is about children,
“ should well study their natures and ap-
“ titudes, and see by often trials what turn
“ they easily take, and what becomes them ;

“ observe what their native stock is, how it

N “ may be 1mproved, and what it is fit for;
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soox 1v. % He should consider what they want, whe-

“ ther they be capable of having it wrought

- % into them by industry, and incorporated

“ there by practice; and whether it be
“ worth while to endeavour it. For in
“ many cases, all that we can do, or should
% aiin at, is to make the best of what nature
“ has given, to prevent the vices and faults
“ to which such a constitution is most in-
% clined, and give it all the advantages of
“ which it is capable.. Every one’s natural
“ genius should be carried as faf as it could ;
“ but to attempt the putting anothet uporn
“ him, will be but labour in' vain.”

But that good sen'se which foris the' sole

‘basis of a system of ediication’ composed: for

the age of Locke, is a material of too ‘coni
mon and too coarse a nature, for the fabrie
of those refined and subtile theories, which
are fitted to engage the attentioti’of ‘axt age,
where the new, the' striking, 'atid thee Beil-
liant, are alone admired "aitd’ sought’ ‘after:
Roussea, in an evil hout, 'vem;ed his pata-
doxes on education ~§he man’ who' sent
his own children to the’ fotindFmig-FHospital;
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and who failed, as he owns himself, in the

only trial he' made to educate. the: child'of

another. But he knew that a singularity of
opinion was the sure road to distinction as
an author’; and he determined to.frame =
theory, which should in evety thing be op-
posite to ‘the common notions of mankind:
- His organs, as he tells us, were so formed;
and his mind so constituted, as to render
him incapable of. thinking and judging like
other people “ Je ne wois point comme les
“ autres hommes; il -y a longtems qu'on mé
“ Da reproché; mais depend-it-de moi de’ me
“ donner d autres yeuw, ¢t dé m’dffecter d aus
“ tres idées*?” . And feeling and reason:
ing, as he acknowledges, like no other 1,
he has the modesty -to presume, that' he
alone is right, and. all the rest of theworld
in an error. The ordinary methods:of edu-
cation are all completely wrong : -the very
opposite course to the common, is almost
always the right ohie: “ Prenez le contrepied
“ de P'usage, et vous ferez presque toujours

* Préface d’Emile,
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BOOX IV: <« Ziem *.” Thus, because the influente of

Y

“ habit, one of the most powerful principles
of our nature, is universally resorted to in
the ordinary systems of education ; -this is
sufficient reasori with Rousseau for utterly
exploding its application : “ Habits ought
“ not to be impressed on children ; .for they:
“.restrain the natural freedom of the mind :
“ La.seule habitude qu’on doit laisser prendre
“ g Uenfant, est de n’en contracter aucune 1.’
The enforcement of the parent’s or the
tutor’s authority, and the obedience of the
child, is generally supposed the most essen-
tial and primary step to be gained. “ No,” -
says Rousseau, “ authority and obedience
« are servile principles, fitted only to make
“ slaves and tyrants. Never cross your
“ pupil in any thing, and then you will be
« sure to see him such as he is: When you
“ suffer children to act as they please, their
“ own mistakes will sufficiently correct
“ them : Sans lui. d'fendre de mal faire,
« n'offrex jamais o ses volontés indiscrettes

* Emile, tom. i. p. 130.
*+ Ibid. tom. i. p. 62.
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“ que des obstacles physiques, ou des puni-
“ tions qui naissent des actions mémes, et
“ qu'il se rapelle dans Toccasion *.”——1It
has been generally supposed, that the surest
hold of the mind of a child is gained, by
persuading him that your precepts are rea-
sonable. “ Never reason at all with a
“ child,” says Rousseau; *“ he cannot un-
“ derstand you ; if he were capable of rea-
“ soning, he would have no need of educa-'
“ tion: By using argument, you only teach
« him to be satisfied with words instead of
¢ jdeas, and make him disputatious and
s self-sufficient : C’est commencer par la fin.
“ Si les enfans entendoient raisom, ils n’au-
“ roient pas. besoin d’étre élevés. C(est les
“ accoutumer o se payer de mots, @ coniriler
“ tout ce quon leur dit, d se croire aussi
“ sages que leurs maitres +.”—— As our
early impressions are the most lasting, it

1\

® Emile, tom. i. p. 110,

+ Ibid. tom. i.'p. 120.

VOL. II. T
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has been usually thought of consequence to
instil into the infant mind the first great
principles of Religion: “ What!” says
Rousseau, “ would you make your son the
“ creature of prejudice? Leave his mind
“ to its own operations ; and when he is
“ capable of distinguishing between truth
« and error, he will choose a religion for_
“ himself. At fifteen, my pupil does not
“ know that he has a soul ; and perhaps it
“ is early enough, if he gains that piece of
“ knowledge at eighteen *.” It might

naturally be supposed, that the bare state-

ment. of such. paradoxes were sufficient to
expose their ‘absurdity ; if experience did
not prove, that there is no doctrine too wild
and extravagant for the caprices of the hu-
man intellect ; and the opinions of Rous-
seou, defended with the most ingenious so-
phiqtry, and. varnished by the most fasei-
nating: eloquence,' have had an extensive ,
and permclous mﬂuence on vain and super-

ﬁcnal minds.

® Emile, tom. ii. p. 215,
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‘But to.the public in general, Rousseau
had shewn, that the subject of education
-admitted of much variety of sentiment ;
‘that it was a rich field for novelty and in-
genuity of thought ; and.that with these re-
commendations, the importance of the ob-
ject would insure attention to whatever was
‘plausibly and ingeniously written in that de-
partment. New. systems of education, con-
troversial treatises in support and refutation
of those systems, and books for the instruc-
tion of children, framed on all their oppo-
site principles, now issued from the press in
endless succession. The infant man seem-
ed to be regarded as a subject of perpetual
experiment, on which every daring empiric
was at liberty to try the effect of his alter-

291
CHAP. 1L
Other sys-

tems of
education.

-ative processes, his. stimulant, or his seda-

tive medicines, as his fancy prompted. In
.some.of .these systems, the primary engine
-with the parent.or preceptor, is Deceit. A
.child is.to be cheated into every thing: he
:in to -be wheedled into learning under the
-mask of play ; into obedience under the ap-
_pearance of following his own inclination ;
' T.2
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-and by a variety of artful contrivances and
well-laid plots, he is to be slily trepanned

‘into virtue and good morals. According to

an opposite theory, Nature is to be the sole
guide, and the province of the parent or tu-
tor is not to give impressions, but to guard

‘against them. The child is to be left to feel -
-his own wants, and to discover by his own

ingenuity the means of supplying them: he

‘s to make his own instruments, seek out his

own amusements, follow the exercises in
which he finds most pleasyre, and extricate
himself without assistance from all his diffi-
culties. It is the doctrine of one theory of
education, that children are to be guarded
against all commerce with their inferiors, as
carefully as from the contagion of the pesti-
lence. With the servants of the family,
those necessary evils, they are never to be
'suffered for one moment to hold conversa-
tion. It is an easy and natural extension
of this doctrine, that they should be seclu-
ded from all society and acquaintance with
other children of their own age and condi-
tion, from whose manners and habits these

precious creatures can receive nothing but
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eontamination. It is one of the maxims of CHAP. IL
this theory, that the principal end of man’s
existence is to rear his successor; the pa-

. rent is to devote his whole attention to that
object. His house is to be constructed on
a particular plan.for the instruction of the
child ; it is to be turned topsy-turvy for his
benefit ; it is to become a workshop, a ware-
house of implements, a laboratory, a mu-
seum, a theatre, an exhibition-room. ,All .
its ornaments, and even its furniture, are
designed solely for his instruction. Little
Master is the centre of this microcosm, the
anima mundi. What a deal of pains and
cost bestowed to puff up this little emmet
with pride, vanity, and the sense of its own
importance! What is he to think of him-
self, or how to estimate others, those espe-
cially of inferior condition, when he sees
that even his parents are but the ministers
to. his instruction or his amusements, and
':s‘eem to have no other task to fulfil in
life? -

-

.

- The extravagant estimate of parerital duty
above alluded to, is not peculiar to one of
TS
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the modern plans of education; it is, to @
certain degree, common to the greatet part
of them ; and it arises from the very syste-
matic form in which the art is now treated.
In every one of those plans to which I have
alluded, education is regarded as a science
dépending on certain assumed theoretical
principles, from which all its precepts are
deduced, and by the standard of which all
its conclusions are to be verified. It is a
science, therefore, which must be carefully
studied, and which, when acquired, demands
a constant and unremitting attention to car-
ry it into practice. A parent who follows
out one of those theories in the education
of his child, must devote to it the best part
of his time for a course of years. It de-
serves to-be well considered, whéther such
a parent, in the too anxious desire to fulfil
one duty, may not neglect others of equal
or superior importance; and whether the
child be truly a gainer by those sacrifices
which are made for his behoof, or substan-
tially benefited by that overweening care
and exclusive attention of which. he per-
ceives his little self to be the object.

\
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Th‘e hurtful consequence of the- variety of CHAP.IL
theories on the subject of education, and of
its being very general]y regarded as an ab-
struse and intricate science,, lS, that parents
of ordinary abilities, who, possessing plain
good sense, and just principles of ‘morality,
have thus from nature, and probably from the
lights acquired by their own edueation, every
requisite for the proper training and tuition
of their offspring, ‘aré led to distrust their
own capacity for the performance of a duty
which they are now taught to consider as
attended with the most formidable difficul-
ties, and where every error may be followed
by the most pernicious consequences. Thus
alarmed, they are anxious to ingtruct them-
selves in this important science, and eager-
ly lay hold of every treatise and system that
has been written upon the subject.” The
consequence is, they are either completely
bewildered in a labyrinth of warring prin-
ciples and contradictory opinions, and. gi-
ving up all hope’ of effecting any thing by
their own exertion, surrender their children,
with implicit trust, to the tultlon of others ;

T 4
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or else they try the more dangerous alter-
native of attempting to carry into practice
some of those crude and extravagant ne-
tions which they have gleaned from their
desultory studies: For the mischief is, that
all opinions on this subject lead to active
consequences ; every theory is capable of
being reduced into practice ; and unfortu-
nately, the most extravagant opinions have
the strongest influence on the weakest
minds. To such it never occurs, that the
very refinement which they admire affords
of itself a suspicion of error; and that it
rarely happens, that what is ingenious, no-
vel, and out of the common road, is at the
same time just and true. The latter cha-
racteristics are in general quite obvious, and
within the sphere of an ordinary under-
standing. It is a great truth which cannot
be ‘too eoften inculcated ; Quicquid nos vel
meliores wvel beatiores facturum est, aut in
aperto, aut in proximo posuit Natura *.

% <« Whatever is really necessary for man to know, either
for the improvement of his moral nature, or the increase of
lns happiness, is, by the bourty of Providence, placed easnly
‘within the reach of his discovery.”

“w




. AND WRITENGS OF LORD KAMES.

. Lord Kames had turned his thoughts te
the subject of education.as a branch of mo-
ral duty; and he would have regarded. it as a
breach of that duty, had he allowed weight to
any other motive which prompted him to
write on this subject, than the desire he had
to be useful to his fellow-creatures. He there-
fore had no wish to extend his literary re-
putation, by this, the last of his works ; no

-passion to become the author of a system ;

CRARIL
\.——v—'

Lord
Kames’s
views on
that sub-
Jject.

no ambition to distinguish himself by new - .

or singular opinions. In a long and active
life, and in. the exercise of a profession, in-
structive above most others in the know-
ledge of the human mind, he had many op-
portunities of observing the power of habit
in forming the character of man, and the
effect of early discipline in the improvement
of his moral and intellectual nature. As
a parent, he had studied the capacities of
the infant mind, and in a particular manner
had directed. his attention to the first deve-
lopement of the passions, in the view of
discovering the regimen most proper to
mould the heart and the affections, the pri-
mary springs of man’s right conduct in’life.
It appeared to hlm, tha.t too little attention
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BOOx IV. was commonly bestowed on this most im-
portant object of education ; while the care
of the preceptor was usually limited to the
cultivation of the understanding, or to the
external accomplishments of the pupil. * It
was his opinion, that much preposterous la-
bour was often employed, in forcing upon
the tender mind of infancy, a premature
knowledge of literature and the sciences ;
which had the worst effect in straining the
faculties, anticipating the gradual but sure
progress of the understanding, and. thus
finally weakening, instead of impreving, the
mental powers. He saw, with yet more re-
gret, that in the prevailing taste for fri-
volous outward - embellishments, and the
graces of deportment, -much mischievous
care was bestowed in effacing the native in-
genuity of the characters of infancy and
youth, and substituting in its place, that
varnish of politeness, and- artifice of Than-
ners, whiclr covers every deﬁclency of mo-
rality,” and too often demands its sacri-
fice, as essential to the commerce of: the
world *: &

#* The system of Lord Chgderﬁeld,‘ in those. celebrated
Letters to his natural son, which are, with too many parents,
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- Impressed with these sentiments, Lord
Kames had occasionally. committed to wri-
ting a variety of remarks on the subject of
education; as they arose in his mind, either
in canvassing the opinions of others, or in
his observation of life and manners. - . These
at length accumulating to a considerable ex-
tent, the idea naturally occurred of giving
them a connected form, and throwing them:
into regular order. But this task- was un-

" dertaken too late. The venerable Author

the complete institute and manual of education, is built upon
one single general precept: « Study the weaknesses of man-
« kind, and take advantage of them for your own interest.”
To this great end, the appearance of virtue is essential, while
its reality is absolutely pernicious. The cultivation of the

understanding i$ necessary, as it enables us to mould the -

weak and ignorant to our purposes, and often to make our
dupes even of men of sbility. An elegance of address, and
politeness of manners, are universally ingratiating :  in these,
the Ladies are the best instructors; and the surest way to,
gain their favour, is to corrupt théir virtue. — Astonishing !
that doctrines thus’ ﬂagrantly insulting to decency and good
morals, and in which so little respect is paid to the ¢ common
feelings, or even (as the author would perhaps term them) the
prejudices of mankind, should have excited any ot.her sentx-
ment than a general indignation. * ”’

CHAP .
L
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was now in the 85th year of his age *. His
faculties, though still wonderfully entire,
had lost much of their energy: and al-
though, fromthe influence of habit, his ac-
tive mind was still engaged in its usual oc-
cupations, and found its accustomed plea-
sure in study and composition, its powers
were sensibly affected by the decay of the
animal frame 1. © Apprehensive himself, as

P

v

hd IordKameuLooxHud:onEdumhmwetepubhsbed
at Edinburgh in the year 1781.

1 Although this natural decay both of body and mind is a
characteristic of old age; and although instances are not
wanting of that failure of the mental powers which we term
dotage, in some men who possessed the brightest genius;
yet I believe it to be a general fact, that in proportion as the
powers of the mind are vigorous by nature, and have been
strongly exercised, they are the less subject to decay from
old age. The observation of Cicero I believe to be jusf ;
that the mind as well as the body is strengthened by exer-
cise ; with this difference, that the former is not worn out,
like the latter, by its own activity ; and that (as Cicero well
observes) dotage is not the characteristic of old age in general,’
but most commonly of a weak and frivolous mind in old age :
“ Corpora quidem defatigatione et exercitatione ingravescunt :
“animi autem exercitando levantur : nam quos ait Ceecilins—
“ CoMIC08, §TULTOS SENES; hos :lgngﬁcat«cred«loo,, ohliiosos,”
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he often acknowledged with much solici- "“‘f’ "_.

tude, of this most frequent -and most melan-
choly attendant on old age, and even con-
scious in some degree, as it would appear,
of its approach, he hastened to bring this
last work to a period ; w1lhng (as he says)
« rather that it should appear in a loose at-
s¢:tire, than that he should end his life un-
¢ der the feeling of regret, that he had left
“: any thing undone that could benefit man-
“ kind.” Candour, therefore, and huma-
nity itself, forbid the subjecting a work
composed under such circumstances, to the
-~ rigour of critical examination. - It is enough
to say, what even the severest judgment
will allow, that the practical advices con-
tained in this book, are, in general, the dic-

tates of prudence, and the result of a wise .

and enlightened experience ; while the mo-
rality it eonveys is founded on the solid

“ dissolutos : quee vilia sunt non senéciutis, sed inertis, ignave,
 somniculose semectutis: ut petulantia, ut libido, magis est
“ adolescentium qudm senum; nec lamen omnium adolescens.
¢ tium, sedinon proborum: Sic ista senilis stultitia que de-

! Mapp&nmld,mkwmm,mmm-—
Ciczro de Sen. ¢ 11, -
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B0OK IV. hagis of the relative duties of man, both to
-his Gop and to his fellow-creatures.

/ - .
mirones ~ In this plan of education, which regards
ofaueatin. - chiefly the. culture of the Heart, Religion

forms a capital -object of attention. It was
not Lord Kames's -opinion, as it is of some
modern writers on -education, that on-this
most important subject, the mind of infancy
-should be left, without a giide, to wander
-in wild cenjecture; or yet worse,—should
be suffered to conceive, from the total ne-
glect of such instruction on the -part of the
parent or the tutor, while every other men-
tal acquisition . is carefully attended to, that -
-Religion is of slight.importance, or only the
-concern of vulgar minds. That his own
. wmind, vigorous and penetrating as it was,
and ever free from prejudices, was deeply
:impressed with the great truths of Religion,
and habitually imbued with the warmest
sentiments of devotion, we see from the ge-
neral strain of his moral and philpsophical
writings. It seemed, therefore, to him most
essential, that Religion should form a main
branch of education;-even in the earliest pe-’
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riod of infancy ; and this for a reason more CHAP.1%
peculiarly consonant to his own theory of
original instincts*, that Nature herself ha-

ving implanted its principles in the human

mind, it is expedient to strengthen in early
life these useful impressions, and to preserve
theni pure from every taint of error or cor-
raption. ¢ The being of a God, and the

(33
1
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“
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“

worship due to Him, being engraven on
the. mind, make a branch of our nature,
As nature thus takes the lead, it is the
duty of parents to second nature. They
ought to -inculcate into their children,

that Ged is their friend and heavenly Fa-
¢ ther; and that they ought to perform his
¢ will, which is, to do all the good they
can. Convince ‘them that God is always

present, and that net a thought can be

concealed from him. ‘Accompany every
-one of your lessons with describing the

-Deity as. benevolent and. humane, wishing
‘the: good of his. creatures, and rewarding

* See suprd, Book u1. Chap. v.
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“ the virtuous, if not in this life, assuredly
“ in a life to come *.”

On- the subject of Revealed Religion,
Lord Kames earnestly recommends it as a
duty to the parent or preceptor to acquaint
the child with its fundamental doctrines ;
for as these are not imprinted on the ‘mind,

" or discoverable by simple reason, indepens

dently of instruction, they would never be
acquired at all. He combats with force
that opinion, which recommends the delay
of this salutary instruction, till the faculty

. of reason attains to maturity ;- for long be.

fore that period, erroneous impressions may
be received, and take such deep roat, that
no discipline will be able effectually to re-
move them. In conveying the knowledge
of these great, but mysterious truths, to
the infant understanding, the -Author thus
strongly urges the necessity of an enlighten-
ed care of the parent, to guard the tender
mind from bigotry and superstition :

—

* Loose Hinis on Education, p. 162,
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% Teach your children to prefer their own CHAP- It

religion ; byt inculeate at the same timé,
that the virtuous are aceeptable to God,
however erroneous -in point of ' belief.
Press it home ‘to them, that there is.no-
thing in nature to hinder different sects
of Christians from living amicably toge-
ther, moré than different sects bf philoso-
phers, ot of meniwho work in. different
arts: -especially ‘as' the articles: of faith
which distinguish ‘these. sects are  purely
speculative ; they have no relation to mo-
rals, nor any influence on. our:ieonduct.
Yet from these distinctions have proceed-
ed rancour and animosity,as if our most

important con¢erns - had been at stake.

In a different view, the absurdity appears
still more glaring: 'Thesei‘articles;. the
greater part at least, relate to subjects
beyond the reach of humin understand-

.:ing. . The Almighty, by ‘his: works. of
‘creation, has made his' wisdom:and bene-

volence- manifest : but he has not: found
it necessary to explain to his treaturds
the manner of his existence ; and in all
VOL. IL v '
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0% IV; « appearance the manner of his existence is

“ beyond the reach of eur conceptions.—
“ Persecution for the sake of religion would
“ have been entirely prevented by whole-

“ some education, instilling into the minds

“ of young people, that difference of opi-

 nion is no just cause of discord ; and that

“ different sects may live amicably together.

“ In a word, neglect no opportunity te im-

“ press on the mind of your pupils, that

“ religion is given for our good ; and that

“ no religion can be true which tends to dis-
“ turb the peace of society *.”/

On this important subject, the Author, in
supplement of his own remarks, has present-
ed his reader, in the Appendix to the se-
venth section of his work, with a series of

.excellent practical observations by a diffe-

rent hand. These are known to have pro-
ceeded from the pen of a most respectable
clergyman of the Established Church, with
whom Lord Kames for many years lived in
terms of the most intimate friendship ; and

\ .
® Loose Hints on Education, p. 178.
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by whose criticisms sad. syggsstiony: he pro-: cw 1(.

fited: .in -several. - others of hjs; works. . It
would have. givei me pleasyre to. haye men-
tioned. his nameg ;. but this, his mpdesty h&m
declmed« '

I caxmpﬁ, however, forbear 1o, make use
of the venerable authority I have just how

inentioned, for the. following particulars, il- .

lustrative of Lord Kames’s character, in re-
ference to religion ; and I give themn in the
writer’s ‘own ,words : “ He was habitually
“ devout, and his devout sentiments were
% most: 'lmipressive. . He - would - illustrate

¢ the wisdom of God from Final Causes,

“ with - great - diversity and ingenuity of
“ theught, ‘and. repose: en. Divine Benevo-
‘ lence with 'trust and resignation. - I have
% heard him mentionthe light of immortality
“ ag-an excellence peculiqt .to, the doctrine
“ of Christ. He gave unqualified praise. to
“ Butler’s Analogy, which s a defence of
“ Revealed, as well as of Nagural Religion.
“. He -was regular in his attendance.upon

* public worship ; and during my abode

v2.
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“ with him, he had worship in his family
“ every evening. Sometimes he would ad-~
“ vert to the chapter which I read, with a
“ marked relish for the sacred writings. I
may mention one instance: He was read-
“ ing a part of his Sketches of the History of
“ Man, which says of Franklin’s parable *

* The excellent parable here mentioned, though unstamp-
ed with the “authority of the sacred writings, cannot be too
generally knowa, or its import too seriously considered :

“ And it.came to pess after these things, that Abraham sat
* in the door of his tent, about the going down of the sun.
“ And behold a man bent with age, coming from the way of
“ the wilderness, leaning on a staff. 'And Abraham arose
“ and met him, and said thto him, Turn in, I pray thee, and
+¢ washsthy feet, and tarry all night, and thou shalt arise early
“ in the morning, and go on thy way. And the man said,
« Nay ; for I will abide under this tree. But Abraham en-
“ treated him greatly: so he turned, and they went into the
“ tent: and Abraham baked unleavened bread, and they
“ did eat. And when Abraham saw that the man blessed
¢ not God, he said unto him, Wherefore dost thou not wor-

"¢ ghip the Most High God, Creator of heaven and earth ¥
% And the man answered and said, I do not worship thy
_* God, neither do I call upon his name ; for I have made to

« myself a God, which sabideth always in mine house,
“ and provideth me with all things. And Abraham’s zeal,
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Were .it really a chapter. of Genesis, one ‘m‘__,__,m

[ 4

¢ is apt to think. that persecution could
* never have shewn a bare face amorng
££
(79

Jews and Christians.” When we were

called to family-worship, I read the four-

“ teenth chapter.of the Epistle to.the Ro-

“ mans, and immediately -after .prayer, he

“ went and dictated the following passage :
. U 3 . .

# was kindled against the man, and he arose, and fell upon
¢ him, and drove him forth with blows into the wilderness.
¢ And God called unto Abraham, saying, Abraham, where
¢ is the stranger? And Abraham answered and said, Lord,
¢ he would not worship thee, neither would he call upon thy
“ name; therefore have I driven him out from before my

_*¢ face into the wilderness. And God said, Have I borne
¢ with him these bundred ninety and eight years, and
¢ nourished him, and clothed him, notwitﬁstanding his re~
¢¢ bellion against me; and couldst not thou, who art thyself
¢ a sinner, bear with him one night *?”

@ Since the puhlication of the first edition, I find from the information
of the writer of a very able and candid Review of these Memoirs, in the
British Critic, (August 1807) that Dr Franklin was not the author of the
parable above quoted ; but that it is found in the Bostan of the Persian
Poet Sads, which was written A. D. 1206 ; and likewise in Jeremy Tay-
lor's Liberty of Prophecying, where it is given as the composition of a
Jew.——1 observe that Lord Kames, while he says, it was communi.
mted to him by Dr Franklin, does not affirm it to be of his composition,
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BOOK IV, « Bt alas! that is a:vain thouglit. Such a
¢ passage'in-the Old Teddament would aviil
« -gs little against the Tancorous passions of
* men, as the following passages in the
“ New Testament ; though persecution can-
“ not be condemned in terms more ex-
“ plicit: Hem that is weak in the faith re-
“ ceive you,’ &e. inserting a great part of the
“ chapter from St Paul verbatim,”
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CHAPTER III.

Latter peried of Lord Kames's life.~Decline of his
health.—Xss correxpondence continues with Dr Reid.—
Marriage of hs Son.——Letter to Mrs Montagu.—
Progress of his last tllnecss.—His death.—~Some parti-
culars of his character, manners, and opinions.—His
conversation.—Dislike to political tepics.—His high
sense of duty.—Love of fame—His philosophy a ra-
tional Stoicism.—Conclusion,

Torp Kames had hitherto enjoyed an un-
common share of good health ; and at the
very advanced age of eighty-five, was free
from any chronical disease, and even from
those symptoms of bodily infirmity, which
are the usual attendants of the decline of
life. His constitution, though never appa-
rently strong, was remarkably sound; and

811
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although his manner of living was sociable,
and at no time repugnant to moderate in-
dulgences, it had on the whole been tem-
perate. The practice of regular exercise in
the open air, and his frequent journeys, had
happily counteracted the injury his health
must otherwise have sustained from his ha-
bits of intense study. His faculties were
still remarkably entire; and althqugh a
slight failure of memory, and some abate-
ment of that quickness of apprehension for
which he was so much distinguished, gave
the first intimation of a diminished vigour
of - mind, he was not only able to continue
the discharge of his public duties, but to re-
lish the society of his friends, and solace
himself with his usual literary occupations. -
He might with truth have adopted the ho-
nest boast of the venerable Cato, at a like
advanced age : Non plane me enervavit nec
afflivit senectus.mon curia vires meas deside-
rat non rostra, non amzcz, non kospztes —Circ.

'DE SENEC x*

t . o R P

" ® « [ am an old man; but age, as you see, has neither
f¢ altogether enfeebled, nor. broken my constitution: neither.
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He continued to enjoy those small and C°5}%
select evening parties, which usually met at ~——
his house, during the winter and summer
sessions, without ‘invitation ;. where, from
the agreeable intermixture of the guests, li-
terary conversation was happily blended
with innocent mirth and pleasantry. At.
these meetings, it was the envied privilege
of a few of his younger friends, to find a
place ; and the graver conversation.of a
SmirH, a Brair, and a. FercussoN, was
agreeably tempered and enlivened by the
native wit, the splendid abilities, and the
engaging manners of a CuLLEN *; or the

¢ the Senate, nor the Forum, thinks Cato an useless mem-
" ¢ ber; his friends and his guests can yet enjoy his com=
#¢ pany.”—So Cleanthes, (as Diogenes Laertius informs us,)
when some silly fellow was taunting him with his old age,
¢ True, said he, I am old, and I am not unwilling to take
* my departure : but when I find my health yet good, and
¢ that I can amuse myself tolerably with ‘my writings, and
£ even with my own thoughts, I think I may as well continue
¢ here a little longgr ’Orudicarles ctrru Tives g n ngag,
l(myd, m, axiives ﬁsAopm oray 3 mzrmxohv !f‘dv‘l'” vyuum‘rs
wgivew, xats 'ye-@om:, xoth svamo«nuﬂx, LT —Dtbg.
I.aert.mmtaCkmthu S YN
o The late Honourable RoBerT CULLEN, one of the Judgeq
pf the Courts of Session and Justiciary.
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—— sprightly famcy, and whimsical ecoentritity
of .2 BoswziL.~—He satténded . regulasly,
evenito the last. period of hislife, the meet-
ings of the Philesophical Seciety, and teok
-an.active share.in .thejr proceedings. The

_plan of the formation of the Royal Society

'of Edinburgh. was at that. time ‘in.agitation,
and he entered. warmly into.a schkeme which
promised to promate. his favourite objects,

the. imprevement of litgrature.and : ueeful

soienge:-~~But the period masnow at hand,
awhich. wasto close his cowrse.of virtue amd

 ‘beneficence,

In the beginning of the year 1782 when
he had now nearly completed his 86th year,
he was seized with a disorder of the bowels ;
a complaint which, from being attended

. with mo pain, gave him for a8 considerable
~ time very little apprehension. - Perceiving,

however, after some months, that though

~ perhaps retarded in its progress, the disease

had not-yielded to medicine or regimen, he
began, towards the end of summer, to re-
gard it as likely to terminate fatally, and
that even at no distant period, Meantime,
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Jyis family and friends, who saw him in the CHAF

1L,

possession of . his usual cheerfulness and vi- v

-vacity, and. still. applying with ardour to his
sccustomed pursuits, took no alarm; and
the tender.regard which he felt for Mrs
- Drummond, prevented him from imparting
~ to her his pwn apprehensions,

- Jn the course of this summer, his corres- His corre-

dence

jpondence was frequent with his much va- ;’:nm.
lued friend Dr Reip, on various topics of orri

. ‘philesophy ;~—a correspondence which, not-
‘withstanding the dissimilarity of character
-in. many. respects between these two ‘emi-

ment men, had now subsisted, for a long pe-

-tiod of years; with the most perfect cordi-
-ality and mutual -estéem.. ‘On this subject,
.J.am-happy to avail thyself of a testimony
:most honourable to both j~—a testimony the
-more valuable, that it ig’the résult, not on-
‘ly of .u discriminsting ‘judgment, but of an
-4ntimate scquaintance and friendship, with
‘both the persons to whom it relates : '« With

# one very dnstmgmshed character; the late .

# Lord Karnes,” says Mr:Srewart, “ he
#(Dr Reid)ived in the most cordisl and af-
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fectionate friendship, notwithstanding the

avowed opposition of their sentiments, on
some moral questions, to which he at-
tached the greatest importance. Both of
them, however, were the friends of virtue
and of mankind; and both were able to
temper the warmth of free discussion,
with the forbearance and good humour

founded on reciprocal esteem. No two

men, certainly, ever exhibited a more
striking -contrast in their conversation, or
in their constitutional tempers ;—the one
slow and cautious in his decisions, even
on those topics which he had most dili-
gently studied ; reserved .and silent in
promiscuous society ; and retaining, after
all his literary eminence,. the same simple
and unassuming mannerswhich he brought
from his country.residence:r—the other,
lively, rapid, and .communicative ; accus-
tomed by his professional piirsuits, to
wield: witl address the . -weapons of con-
troversy, and ;not averse to a trial of his

« ¢ powers. on.questions the:most foreign to

€€

his ordingry habits of i mquqy But. these

“ characteristical differences, while:to their

Lo
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« common friends they:lent -an additional
“ charm to the: distinguishing merits -of
“ each, served only to' enliven their social
“ intercourse, and to cement their mutual
«“ attachment *.”

A family event which took place about
this time, gave Lord Kames the most sins
- cere satisfaction. This was the marriage of
his only son, Mr Homi-DruMMonD, to Miss

317
OHAP.~
I -
‘——v—l

Jarping, daughter of an old and valued

friend, the Reverend Joun Jarping, D. D.
one of the Ministers of Edinburgh v .I¢
was the only circumstance wanting to his
domestic felieity, and that of his excellent
spouse. - It had been -long and eprnestly
wished for.by both; and no connexion
which their son ‘could form, could be meore

- . %
Vi .,

* Account of the Life and Writings of Thomas Reid, D. D.
p- 141. It may not be unpleasing to the reader, to.see both
a public and private testimony to the merits of Lord Kames,
from the pen of his venerable friend Dr REip ; and these he
will find at NO. V. of the Appendix to this Volume.

4 A cadet of the family of Applegirth in Dumfries-shire,
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entirely approved:; as they saw in that uniort
the prospect of all the happiness that- the
talents and virtugs of a wife can ensure to
ber busband *.

During the summier term of 1782, Lord
Kames gave the most regular attendance on-
his official duty in the Courts of Session and

Justiciary, and at the end of the term, went,

85 usual, with' his family to Blair-Drum-~
mond. As his decline was. now too visible,
Mrs Drummondbecame solicitous to. pre-
vail with him to excuse himsalf from attemd-
ing the autumn circuit ; but- no entreaty. to
that purpose was of any avail: «.It is very
¢ possible,” said he to his daughter-in-law,
% that ‘this journey may shorten my life a
“1ditle: space ;—but what then ?. have I not
“ lived long enough ?”

. * Iswas of the same young Lady, whom hex father-in-Jaw
bed-kiown from infancy; that he gave to a friend .this highy
bt merited charaster, < That she never spoke whex she ought
“ to have preserved silenee; and:neyer was silent when she
‘ ought to have. spoken.”——1I question, whether so compres
hensive an eulogy was ever made.in 8o few words.
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On his return from the circuit, his strength

819
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decreased daily, and he was no longer able “——

to take: bis aceustomed walks over his
grounds: but the serenity and cheerfulness
of his temper remained unabated. He spent
a great part of the day in study; and in the
evenings took much delight in conversing
with his family, and in hearing his daughter-
in-law read to him. His beekseller, Mr
Creech, with:whom he was in the habit of
frequint. and familiar correspotidence ¥, ha-
ving informed him that a new edition would
soon be wanted of ‘his Sketokes of . the Hisy
toxy of Mam, he emxployed himself oceasion-
ally in making. corrections, net merely of
the style, but, in seversl: places, of the
thought and -argument. On this subject,
the following letter to Mrs Montagu, when
we consider the circumstances under which
it was written, (within a.very few weeks of
‘his death,}iis a-remarkable specimen of in~
tellectual power

*-Seo ‘Appendik 10 this Volome, N@. FX.

TRARTRES
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¢« Blair-Driummonid, -
“ Qctober 29. 1'7182.

“ My GoOD, MY CORDIAL FRIEND,

“ Decay is stamped upon whatever pas-
ses in this world. Even sacred friendship
has this fatal tendency to dissoldtion, and to
preserve it for any length of time in vigour,
requires good offices, or at least a frequent
communication of sentiments. The latter
only is in my power; and as-there are few
things I value above your. friendship, I am
resolved that you shall not forget me; a
little mental sustenance from time to time
will prevent decay

“ In reviewing the S/cetdhes of. the I:listm‘_y
of Man, to ptepare for'w new edition, I have

‘discovered a capital omission, which I pur-

pose to supply, at p. 208. vol. iv. As of
late years, I find a decay of memory with
regard to things recent, I.am not quite cer-
tain, whether I may not have sent you a
copy of my intended addition some little

'
1
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time ago. ' If I have, it is but throwing this
Jetter ‘into the fire. The addition is as fol-
lows:

“ Some philosophers there are, not in-
deed so hardened in scepticism, as to deny
the existence of a Deity. They acknow-
ledge a self-existent Being; and seem will-
ing to bestow on that Being, power, wisdom,
-and -every other perfection. But then they
madintain, That the world, or matter at least,
must also be self-existent. Their argument
dis, that Ex nihilo nihil fit; that it is incon-
sistent to hold, that any thing can be made
out of nothing, out of a nonentity. To con-
sider nothing, or a nonens, as a material or
substance out of which things can be form-
ed, like a statue out of stone, or a sword out
of iron, is, I acknowledge, a gross absurdity.
But I perceive no absurdity or inconsistence
in supposing that matter itself was brought
into existence by Almighty power ; and the
popular expression, that God made the
‘world out of nothing, has no other meaning,
than that He made the materials, as well as

VoL, IL * b

c

381

HAP
W+
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the ohjects themsglyes. Jt is true, thet in
the aperations of saen, nothing can be pro-
duced, but from antecedent materials; and
so accustomed are we to such operations, as
not readily.te conceive how a thing can be
brought into existence without antecedent
materials, or, as it is commonly expressed,
made out of nothing. But will any man in
sober semse wenture to set bounds to Al
mighty Power, where he cannot point out a
elear inconsistence? It is indeed difficult.to
conceive 8 thing so remate from common
-apprehension ; but is'there less diffienlty in
goneeiving matter ta exist without a .cause,
and to be entitled to the awful appellation
of Self-existent, like the Lord of the Uni-
versg, to whom a more exalted appellation
eannot be given? Now, if it be within the
utmost verge of possibility for matter to
have been. oreated, I conclude, with the
highest probability on my side, that it owes
its existence ta Almighty Power. D:ﬂicul-
ties abaut the oremqn of matter, tesufy our
iguoranee ; hut te argue from owy ignoranee
of ‘the modn. of heing of any t,hmg, tha, t
cannot be, has al‘xays been held very wealg
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reasobing. Our faculties are adaptedto or CHAP:
present state, snd perform their office in “——

perfection’; but to complain that they do
~ not reach the origin of things, is no less ab-
surd than to comp]ain that we cannot as-
cend to the moon, in order to be acquamted
with its mhabxtants.

“ At the same time it is a comfortable
reflection, that the question, whether mat-
ter was created, or no, is a pure, inconse-
quential speculation, and that either side
may be adopted without impiety. To me,
it -appears more simple,fnd more natural,
to hold it to be a work of creation, than te
be self-existent, and comnsequently indepen-
dent of the Almighty, either to create, or to
annihilate. I cheerfully make the former
an article in my creed ; but without anathe-
matizing those who adopt the latter, I
would, however, have it understood, that I
limit my concession to matter in its rude
and chaotic state: I cannot possibly go so
far as to comprehend the world or universe
i ws orderly or systematic form, That im«

. x2. :
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mense machine, composed of parts without
number, so artfully combined as to fulfil an
infinite variety of useful ends and purposes,

must be the work of an Artist, the produc-

tion of a Great Being, Omniscient, as well
as Omnipotent. To assign blind fatality as
the cause, is an insufferable- absurdity,

“ You have heard, my dear Madam, of

the recent ‘event in my. family. I never
‘gave my Son but one counsel, as to the
choice of a wife, which was, to make per-

sonal merit his object, without regard to ex-
ternal circumstarf@es. He has followed my
advice ; and never was a couple: united- up-

on more rational motives; for the choice

followed upon a long acquaintance, at the

‘commencement of which, neither of them

had, or could have, any prospect of being
united.~—I ever am, yours, &c.
Henzy HouMe.”

« P, 8. If there should be any. thing. fit-
ted to:give :offence -in the passage quoted
ebove, of which I'am not sensible,.I beg to
be informed of it: and for this reason, re,
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quest you would show it to some of the CHAR.

IIL

Blshops of your acquaintance, by whose opl- —

nion I shall be regulated *

Sensible of his rapid dechne, his family Progres of

il

now became extremely anxious for his res nes

moval to’ Edmbtxrgh in the faint hope, that
some benefit might arise from the excellent
medical advice of  which he woild there
‘have the advantage: and although he had
not himself the smallest hope of that kind,
he w1lhno'ly é.cq'ulesced in the proposal from
motives of ‘- different n%ure Besides gra-
tifying the -earnest w1shes of Mrs Drum-
mond as the winter $ession was now near
at hand, he pleased himself with the thought,
that he might be able to continue,-to'the
last hours of his hfe*,‘m the exercise of ‘his
duty 4 . P v,

. { .

For the f0110w1ng intéresting partlculars

I am indebted to the information of hlS :

x3

. % Mrs MonTacU's answer to this letter; the reader- will
find at NO. VI. of the Appendix to this Volume, Letter ILL
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daughter-in-law, to whom ‘alone they were
known: and I am anxious to give them, as
nearly as I can, in her own words. A
very few days before his departure from
Blair-Drummond, in a short walk which he
took with her in the garden, he desired her

. to sit down by him on one of the benches;

saying he felt himself much fatigaed ; and
adding, that he was sensible he was now
growing weaker every day. On her ex-
pressing a hope, that, on going to town, his
friend Dr Cullen, who knew his constitu-
tion, might be able to give him some ad-
vice that would bg of service to him; and
that she flattered herself, his discase had
been rather less troublesome to him for
some time past ; “ My dear child,” said he,
looking in her face with an earnest and ani-
mated expression, “ Don’t talk of my dis-
“ ease: I have no disease but old age. I

“% know that Mrs Drummond: and my Son

“ are of a different opinion : but why should
¢ I distress them soomer than is necessary.
“ T know well that no physician on earth
“ can do me the smallest service : for I feel
“ that I am dying; and I thank God, that
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“ my minc is prepared for that event. I.

* leave this werld in- peace and good-will

“ to 'all mankind.~~You know thé dread I

“ have had. of outliving. my. faouities; of
* that I trust there is dow no.great prabe-
‘ bility, as my body decays so fasts—~My
“ life has been a long one; and prospérous,

“ on the whole, beyond my déserts:. but I.
 would fuin indulge the hope, that it has not -

“ been tsebess. to my fellow-creatures. My
“ last wish regarded mwiy-Son and youn, my
“ détar.child; and I have lived to sée it.new

“ complished : I am now ready to 6bey my
% Maker’s summions.”«2<He theil poured:
forth & short but solemn and. impressive:
prayer. - On leaving the garden; he- said,
¢ 'This is'my last farewell to this place: k-
« thitk I shall never see.it more,. I go to-

“ town chiefly to satisfy Mrs Drummond,s-

« otherwise I eould willingly huve remaines

* here. But go where I will, I am in the
“ hands of Almlghty Godf’

He left Blait-Drummond in the begm-
ningofNovember andthnCam of Ses-
x4 :

8®7

CHAP.
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His Death.
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sion meeting soon after, for the winter, he
went thither on the first day of the term,
and took his seat with the rest of the Judges.
He contitrued for some little time to attend
the meetings of the Court, and to take his
share in its usual business, but soon became
sensible that his strength was not equal to
the effort. On the last day of his attend-
ance, he took a separate and affectionate
farewell of each of his brethren: He sur--
vived that period only five days. He died
on the 27th of December 1782, in the 87th:
year of his age. A lester which he wrote
within a few days of his death to Lord Gar-
denstone, as a member of the Board of
Trustees for Arts and Manufactures ; and a
personal .application which he made within
the same period, to his friend Mr Asbuth-
net ¥, the Secretary of the same Board, in
behalf of a very deserving :man, who had

v

* RosxrT ARBUTHNOT, Esq. F. R. S. Edin. Secretary to
the Board of Trustees for the Encouragement of Arts and
Manufacmres,—a most WOrthy ‘and amiable man ; who, to an
elegant and polished mind, united » delicate vein- of wit, and
singular talents for conversation, with the gentlest mannen,
the kindest affections, and the best virtues of the heart.
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fallen .into indigence, bear testimony, that CHAP.1V.

his mind was occupied, even in its last mo-
ments, with matters of public concern, and
of private beneficence.

Lord Kames was in' his person extremely
tall, and of a thin and slender make. In
his latter years, he had a considerable stoop
in his gait; but when in the vigour of life,
‘and particularly when in his dress of a bar-
rister, his appearance is said to have been
uncommonly becoming. His eountenance,
though not handsome, was animated and
intelligent, and was strongly marked. by that
. benignity of disposition which was a promi-
nent feature of his mind*. In ordinary

a Pt s

* The engraving, which serves as a frontispiece to this
work, and which was executed by Mr Beugo, from an oris .
ginal drawing by Mr David Martin, (Painter to the Prince of.
Wales for Scotland), conveys a very strong resemblance, both
of the countenance and expression, and of the person and air
of Lord Kames, in the latter years of his life.

In compliance with what seems at present a very géneml
taste, two plates are added, containing specimens of Lord
Kames’s handwriting. These are inserted immediately be~
fore the Appendix to this Volume.
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discoursé, his accent and pronuncistion
were like those of the better educated of
his countrymen of the last age. The tone
was not displeasing from its vulgarity ;
and though the idiom, and frequently the
phrases, were peculiar to the Scottish dia-
lect, his language was universally intelligi-
ble. :

As in the course of the preceding pages,
I have not willingly omitted any circum-
stance that I thought truly descriptive of
this eminent man,. either in an intellectual
or moral point of view, where it could with-
propriety be introduced ; and. have taken
notice of the more distingnished. peculiari
ties of his manners, temper, and habits of
life, it is unnecessary to add to the length
of these Memoirs, by any formal delineation
of his character. A few circumstances, how-
ever, yet retndin to be mentiored, which
have either been too slightly touched, .or
which could not so easily find a place in the
chain of the narrative.
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A strong feature of Lord Kames’s dispo-
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~ sition, was an artless simplicity and inge- “——

nuity, which led him at all times to express
without reserve both his feelings and his
opinions. This propensity gave frequently
" an appearance of bluntness of manner, which
was apt to impress a stranger pnfavouzably,
as erring against those lesser proprieties of
behaviour, so necessary in the commerce of
the world. But this impression’ was mo-
mentary ; the same. frankness of nature dis-
played at once both the defect and its
cause : it laid open the integrity of his cha-
racter, and that perfect candour, which,
judging . alwa.ys most favourably of others,
was unconscious of harbouring a. thought
which requlred conqealment or disguise.

' He had . lxkewrse g .c_ex:tam humorous
playfulness, which, to those who knew him
mtxmately, (detracted nothing from the féele
ing of respect due to his eminent talents
and virtues. To such it was, the discinc~
tus ludus, et animi remissio of a Scipio or a
Lwlius, the pleasing relaxation of a great
mind frons the intense severity of - its usual
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enmployments. To those to whom he was

" less known, and to strangers it might in«

deed convey the idea of a lightness, deroga-~
ting from that dignity which one so natu-
rally associates with an eminent character.
But this first impression, as in the former
instance, was of mo continuance. It was
dispelled at once by that vigour of intellect
which his conversation never failed to dis-
play; and the same peculiarity which at
first was blamed, became now both amusing
and ingratiating, as it made every one feel
perfectly at ease in his company.

The playfulness of tanner to which I
have alluded, may have arisen in great part
from the delight which he always took in
the company and conversation of young
persons of either sex: A few of these, who
were more partlcularly his favourltes, min-
gled in all his domestic parties *. - His
spouse, whose habnts and affections Were in

" * Ameéng these, I enumerate with pleasure some of -m'yl
own earliest friends,—W. Apau, J. ANSTRUTHER (Sir Jo AJ),
W. MacoowaLr, and W. FuLLerToN, Esqrs.




AND WRITINGS OF LORD KAMES. 838

every thing assimilated to his own, enjoyed CHAF.
equally the society of her younger female “——
friends ; and generally had some amiable
and accomplished young person of her own
sex who lived with her, and made a part of
" the famlly ; especially in the country ; where

-the evenings were enlivened by cheerful
conversation, the perusal of some amusing
works of fancy, or music, in which Lord
Kames took partjcular pleasure. In the
gaiety of spirits attending ingenuous youth,
and in the openness of character which ac-
companies that happy period of life, it must
be a hard and rugged ngture that does not
feel a temporary sympathy ; and a frequent
repetition of any indulgence or affection
will impress a permanent tone of mind,

. He had g high esteem and respect for the
female sex ; regarding Woman, in her true,
and most dignified light, as the kindest part-
ner of man’s social affections, the solace of
his cares and anxieties, the cordial friend in
whom .he never finds a rival. It was most
natural, that the excellent qualities of his
own partner should contribute much to thig
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Ok IV: favourable opimion ; which doubtless was
= - still increased by the intimate acquaintance
and emcere friendships it was his lot to
form, with some of the worthiest and most
accomplished women of the past and pre-

‘sent age.

Hiscove-  His manner in conversation was extreme-
ly animated ; and he was ready to engage
with interest in almost every topic that oc-
curred, whether of ordinary life, literature
or science. Yet, though thus naturally
communicative, he was not loquacious ; nor
was he ever apt, like some men of science,
to -harangue or lecture to his audience.
Conversation was with him a free inter-
change of sentiments; and he was equally
pleased to draw forth and listen to those of
others, as to express his own. Though fond
of an argument, he never betrayed the small-
est heat of temper ; but delivered his opi-
nions with so much good humour and viva-
city, as always to amuse and please, even
where he failed to convince his antago-

" nist. '
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. There was indeed one subject of conver-
aatwn, and that too one of the most fre- ——
quent in mixed companies, in which he was
never disposed willingly to engage. For
the discyssion of those topics of a political
nature, which make sp great a part of the
ordinary discourse in such companies, he
had a strong dislike. Allowing its due im-
portance to that valuable privilege of Bri-
tish subjects, to exercise a free judgment on
the copduct of thejr rulers, and openly to
declare that judgment, when it is the result
of a candid and gnlightened inquiry ; he re-
garded it as the height of folly and self-
conceit in those persons of ordinary capa-
city and limited information, who have no
pther knowledge of public affairs than is
supplied by the newspapers, or the talk of
the coffee-house, to yent their erude opinions
on mgiters of State, or tq decide on the con-
duct of Ministerp, and the counsels and
measures of Government, He saw likewise
that the canvassing of topics of that sort in
mixed society, has generally the effect of
kindling the passions, snd rousing those
animosities which embitter .social inter-

335
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BOOK IV. course; and keep up ‘the spmt of faction.

He therefore at no time introduced such
subjects of discourse ; and when the conver-
sation chanced‘to takethat turn, which rare-
ly happened among those who knew his dis:
like to themni, he either took no part in it,
or endeavoured to divert it by some timely-
pleasantry, or guide it with address into a
different channel. There is perhaps ano-
ther reason,. why that so#t of discourse was

peculiarly distasteful to -him.: He was na-

turally of a sanguine disposition, and had

nothing in his temperament of that gloomy
forecast, and dispiriting anticipation of pu~

blic evil, from any temporary misfortune' or
misconduct, which furnish the usual topics
of such conversation. It was his happy turn
of ‘mind, to look to the bright side of every
future prospect; and with the favourable
opinion he possessed of human nature, and’
yet more, the trust he reposed in an ovér-
ruling Providence, he was not disposed:-te -
see, in any change of circumstances, how- .
ever unpromising, a just cause for that de-

‘'spondency, which in itself is one of the :

worst of evils. '
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. He had a strong sense of that perfect rec- 52T
titude of mind which is expected inthe cha- ==
racter of a Judge ; and thought it a deroga- 3> °
tion to suppose it ‘possible, that any. person
deemed worthy to hold that office, should
allow his interest or his passions in any case -
to sway or to pervert his judgment. So
powerful indeed was this feeling, that he
seemed to regard it in some measure as a
personal injury, when the integrity of a
Chief -Magistrate ‘was on any occasion
brought into.question, or his character made

~ the.subject of censure. Thus, he felt strong-
ly the indignity offered to the judicial cha-
tacter, by the.publication of certain letters
addressed to a Chief-Justice of England, in
which that great Judge, whose probity and
-uprightness of mind were as conspicuocus as
his high. abilities, was held forth to the pu-
blic as prostituting his talents, and pervert-
ting the principles of law, to serve the pur-
poses of private malevolence and- personal
sprejudice. . So likewise he felt with regard
to.the Letters of Junius, which, allowing for
the display of talents, and for every orna-
. YoL. L Y |
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ment .they. possess of style and eopnplosition,
he deemed a flagrant transdgrdssion of: deeo-

- rum, and a disgusting pictiire’of .the;ran-

.cour of party-spirit.. --It wis indeed diffimik
for-him at any timé to separate-the: ides .of
personal satire from a malignity of natsite,
under whatever form it.appeared. - . .
It was in such .instances as I have men-
tioned, that he frequently expressed a doubt
of the beneficial effects of a liberty of the
press, altogether so unlimited.as what is. ge-
nerally understood to. prevail "in_this coun-
try. |- The free:publication’ of ‘eertain specu-
lative opinions in Politiés.and Theology;:is
allowed to be attended with: dangerons édn-
sequencea ; yet: the, piess furnishds doithe
same- tine. the::means .of exposing, :and:xe-

futing: thode: opisiais ; and . trath:aid geod

sense will ultimatiely. prevail. aver. folly-and

.error.:}; But the calumnies of which: aiy ypdi-

vidual is the objedt,. adwmit frequentlyrofaso
remedy : ' fortine.'and fame 'may.thmg ke
lost, beyond. recavery:;..or the-ushdppy vec-

tim perish at once, the martyr.of “a Wwount,

“ ed spirit.” - T
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In reflecting on the whole tenor of this °Ji™
Yong and active life, and particularly on the: o5
wonderful industry displayed in the compos - ®™ .

sition of those numerous works which, Lord

Kames has left to posterity, while a gredt
portion of his time was necessarily engros--

sed by his. public daties, we cannot avoid

the belief, that he felt in a very strong de-
gree the love: of reputation, and that this.

was indeed a ruling principle of his nature,
But what is the love of reputation, but the

desire to acquire-the esteém of - others ;-
which :cannot be ‘purchased, unless by the:
possession of | those qualities, and ‘the péex-;
formaice -of "those actions:that deserve.

esteem ?- ‘He acknowledged, therefore, with,
pride, ‘his " sensibility to thst generous pas-
sion ; and-attending. to: its universal influ-
ence on.all but the most degraded of the
species, he:justly accounted it-an useful snd
beamtiful part of the moral structure of man ;
and one-of the many instances in which the
selfish and social principles of his nature,
are happily conciliated and united *.
Y2

* See Elements of Criticiom, Chap. 11. Part va.
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His philo-
sophy a ra-
tional Stoi-
ciam,

MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE

Of'the principal doctrines of Lord Kames's
Philosophy, I have occasionally taken no--
tice, in the short accounts I have given of
those works of his, in which'they are con-:
tained. A summary of them may be found
in the Recapitulation at the end of "his
Essays on the Principles of Morality and
Natural Religion, and in the excellent
Prayer which concludes that work ¥, -

On a comprehensive view of his specula-
tive opinions, they will be found to bear, in
many points, a strong affinity to the more-
rational doctrines of the Stoical School, both
as they relate to the system of the universe,
the moral conduct of man, and the pursuit
of the highest happiness of his nature. Be-
lieving the universe to be the work of an
All-wise and supremely beneficent Bring,
whose Providence continues to superintend
and regulate every part of that complicated
machine, he regarded the whole.system to
be so contrived; as-both by its physical and

~* See Appendix, No. VII,

re N




AND WRITINGS OF LORD KAMES.

moral laws, to produce the greatest possible
sum of general good*. Man he censidered
as an instrument in the hand of God, to ac-
complish that great. purppse fitted by-the
active principles of his natuye to. coltribute
powerfully to that end ; and having'his mo-
ral frame so. admlrably constituted, as to

find his own chief happiness, while he most -

effectually promotes the welfare and happi-
ness of his fellow-creatures .
Y 3

* T T4 Oty ‘l“.lm pse. 1‘& T -rvxq; #x a'bw Puasivg, 3
' rwnhm;, xe amr)wuy; Ty wgoraix 3mxtquewv l'Inru k]
fer t‘oﬂﬂ 3 70 drayxaior, xai 70 7§ S xiopd rvy@fgov, : pigos
.« Whatever the Gods ordain is full of the wisest provi-
dence, What we attribute to fortune, does not happen, but
through a concurrence of circumstances directed by the wisest
foresight. All things flow from thence. There is g neces-
sity in events; but even that is directed to the utility of the
great system of which you are a part.”—M. ANTONINUS,
1ib. 2. § 3.

+ OUrwg xai o drbpdises smg'ymm; wsPuxas, omerdr v lugwrmv
% 8ANwg sls 18 pica cungysTIXdy "e“iﬂ; TEROiIXS Feds G uﬂmmu,
xae) fxus 75 favré.  “ So likewise man, being born for'the pur-
poses of benevolence, whenever he does a good and kind ac-
tion, does that for which Nature ordmned him, a,nd has his
own reward in it."--lbid. lib. 9. § 42. And the argument

341
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In the free consent of Man to fulfil -this

‘end of his being, by accommodating ‘his will

to the Divine Will, and thus endeavouring
to discharge his part in society, with cheer-

ful zeal, with perfect integrity, with manly

resolution, and with an entire resignation
to the decrees of Providence, lies the sum
and essence of his duty *

of Plutarch is as just as it is beautiful: Kafrw vw ygusinile
THs dixaiorimyg FAwTUTGOY Timer gwpsr ixauBdverwr. viuw v
yig xal Tu dimain weis drbgimevs parer yeNebus TPixaps” xgi
ingysrins % xal xdpras, lev ire xal pixg vér dreyer lwwr.
« We perceive that the duty of benevolence is even of a
more extensive nature than that of justice. For we'are
bound to be regulated by law and justice in our commerce
with men: but the obligation.of kindness and benevolence is
not confined to our own species : it extends even to the in-
ferior animals who have not the use of reason. -—Plutarch in

’ V':ta Mare. Cat.

B

* NGy peor cordguilu o oo simgussor isi, & xooust OO0y peo
wgeager, S0 Nuper, T8 oo sindigr. wdy pos xagwis o Piguow wi i
‘a'n'cu o Purg. 'Ex ou wirea, b oo wévra, tis ot meivre.  What~
ever is agreeable to Thee shall be agreeable to me, O thou
Soul of the Universe! Nothing shall be to me too early or
too late, which is in thy appeinted time, - Every t.lnng, o
God of Nature, which thy seasons bring, is seasonable to me.
From Thee are all things, in Thee they have their being, and

-~ . -
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- Butlin ona/reapéotihesqiffered ‘basentially [EHAY.
fxowo the:Hteibal: praxidis-a¢ Jeast from the “——
-more severe;and- rigill- philosaghy of Epic-
tetms) that;! regarding bvery: pussion 'of the
humdnofoxin ¢ as s wecesdary” dnd! sefod |pastt
of ‘ouneebstitution, itiwap; as: he conedived,
theiiduty ofi:the! sphilosophet add' ‘moraliss,
1ot to anbdove and. bxfinguish, bat'to tode-
rate angk: teinper::those: affections-and emo-
tieingsi whichy wdet: pist: ivegulation; . are the
springs of. mdmdqal f'ehgpty, and of the wel-
fare ofsocxéty R TP SR PR

. '.‘X',_4(!5 RTRRTY! SRR NL

[TTPE LI T § 58 Sy TR

‘;:' oy e !‘JL

to 'l.hee at last a.hey retiyn =M= Ammm« liba g, {23.
YExay ceavror -q, xAwlei curimididy, w«gexm curioas, olg Tios more
wodypass Bersvas.  “ Submit yourself with .good-will-te your
destiny, resigning yourself implicitly to what is ordained

by Providence.”—/bid, lib. 4. § 84.:: © - onrd it o

: RY PN e Gre sl Dulen(t
Or, in the beautiful lines of (‘no'rws, imitated from Crg«
ANTHES: * AT IR

-t—“—rﬁhmm‘il\dopmnsa futuriy .
. :fit, qui sollicitum me vetnt esse, Deus,.”  © -~
Dud Geitor me magne Séquar quocuntlue vocabor

= oy tin ladta mnhl, Seu mihi- qu pmq

EERE "8 MR YN
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Jt was his firm persuasion, that.as the hap-

- - phness of men, and the right dischasge of his

duties are, by the order of natwre, insepar-
able, it is most essentisl that he should forma
proper estimate of the extent of thoseduties:
and here, too, his opinions devisted consider-
ably from the doctrines of the Stoical School.
As the Steics carried their notions of the
duty of active.benevolence so far as to em-

‘brace in its wide cirele the whole of the hu-

man race ; as being all equally the ereatures
and the care of Providence, whose instru-
ments we are, for the general good * ; it was
Lord Kames’s idea, that an affection so un-
bounded is unsuitable to the limited caps-
city and imperfect nature of man. As man

PRy

Sistis in hac vita? maneo, partesque tuebor . .
' Quudederk revocas Optime ? promptus eo.

Hve. Gao'mn in Natalem Trigesimum.

'Wm&ﬂhmﬁrﬁlw. Ku! 55 xoqdichu
piy wévrwr arbgamuy xavd Ty g6 ardgeny Qlen ich.  * Resember
that every rational being is of thy kindred, and it is aocor-
ding to nature to take care of every human creature.”—M.
AxTtoNmwvs, lib, 3. § 4.



AND WRITINGS-OF LORD KAMES. ,

343

is not eapable, from the small extent of his CHEAF-

‘powers, of prometing the general happinéss s

of . the human raoe, so- his natural affections
do not prompt him to -attempt: the accom=
“plishment of an unattainable:object. Fhese
-affections;: instead of: being 'increased, are
~weakened by ‘divisiow’; and: universél ‘beiit-
volence, by exitending 0" & -boundless mul-
tiplicity of objects, wouldso divide and par-
-cel out theatpention ahd -affection of the

individual, sas -to-leave ‘him utterly at a loss’

wherve the active exercise of his duty should
begin. The wiser economy of nature leaves
no.such dispreportion between man’s abili-
ties and his affections.. - The superior love
which he bears to his relations and friends,
clearly indicates them as the first objects -of
his social duties; a share of his affection
remains for the worthiest of his nelghbours
and acquaintance ; but the attraction is di-
lmmshed as its 'sphere extends, till it be-
comes at length insensible *. But here, ac-

" ® Consonant in this to the opinion of Cicero:

- :
Sic enim miks perspicere videor,ita hatos esse nog, ut inter
omnes esret socictas quaedam: major autem, ut quisque proxi-
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sording to Lond, Kases's notion,. there. oc-
8@ beautifyl. contrivance. of Natwre to

S“HP y the want. of . henevelence $d diigtant

objects. - The abstract.ideas of: counsoy, ve-
Ligipp, govenment, nay human nature, or

Jpankind . itsclf, have & power. of exciting
.aur, bemevolance, whemmeanér and stronger

claims exist not to supplant it.. “ The par-
¥ ticylar. objagty.under each.of these classss,

" “ copsidered singly and. apart, may have

« Jittle ar no fprge to- produce ' affection ;
“¢,but when comprehended mnder one ge-
“ neral view, they become;an. .object that.
“ .dilatcs and warms the heart.” . It is in
thxs sense only, according .to ‘his. notion, that

- man is endowed with a principle 'of umver-

.sal benevolence *,

mé acoederet. . liague cives potiares .quim peregrini, et pro-
pinqui qudm aliexi. C’umht:enmamclhmwtzrazpa pe-
perit—Quanta aulem vis amicitie sit, ex hoc intelligi mazime

potest, quod ex infinita socielate generis’ humani, quam conci-
hamt ipsa natura, ita coniracta res est, et adducia in angus-
tum ut omnis cturitas aut inter duos, ant inter paucos, Jungere-
tur.—Cic. de Anucma, c 5.

. * Essays on the Principles of Morality.and Natural Reli-




AND WRITINGS. OF LORD KAMES. 7

But within that smaller sphere of the af- . GHAP-. -

1L

fections, which: is, ol.rcumscrlbed by the tiep ——
of kindred, fuends, acquaintance, and fellow:-
citizens, howy ample, how rich a field ﬁar
that active, virtue in which consists the su-
preme happiness of map: how ngble a
triumph in.regplating his.own desires, ogr-
recting . his .erxars,,.and; subduing those evil
passiops, which. are.the wogst .enemies of his
peace; Haw. alprmw # raward. in the api-
mating thonght, thatin this,transitory state,
|ig has been a minister. of good. to. his, fellow-
creatures, apgl that .gygn. a, djstant- postex;ity
may; acknowledge him - s bqpefactpr bt '
‘ Al gl o
. On these worthy pnqc;lplgs .was formed Conclusien.
the life of that eminent man, of whom I
have_endeavoured {0 presept, a. picture in
these. Memoirs, . And.however faint and
imperfect that delingatipn may be; as' I am
:conscious -of haying, #o 3hp Jitmost, of my
power, endeavqured tQ igive, it the, charac—

S5 IR RS IS S I

A

gian, 8d edition, p. 58:; anJSktdmofthc Hhtovy ofMau,
Book Sk i f4 . Loin, s
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3°f‘ Iv. ‘ters'of truth and fidelity, I am not without

‘execution.—
‘man of letters is necessarily, in a great mea-

the pleasing hope; that with these’ fair in-

tentions, the utility of the purpose may plead

in excuse for the errors and defects of its
A biographical account of a

sure, the history of his writings: But as a
natural curiosity thence arises for every
thing that personally regards an eminent

‘character, a separate department is opened

to the biographer, in the details of his pu-

‘blic and private life ; his manners, his ha-
bits, and his occupations. - Nor are these

without their use; for they realize and em-
body the image in the mind, and give form
and features to that.picture; which would

“otherwise be ‘too vague and -abstract to be

distinctly figured by the imagination.—If to

‘both of these sources of rational interest,

another should”yet be added, and the la-
bours and the life of an individual should
be found to extend their influence in a most
sensible degree to his age and country, the
subject they present becomes altogether one
of -the most useful and engaging that are.to

_ be found in the varied fields of literature.
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But in proportion to the magnitude, is the C€FAF
difficulty of treating such a subject; and ‘==’
how justly may he who has rashly adven-
tured on this arduous task, dread the stern

reproof,

Tecum habita, et noris qudm sit tibe curta supellex !

END OF VOLUME SECOND,
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